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WRITTEN   BY   HERSELF. 

To  which  is  annexe<i, 

Her  orJgmal  Letter  to  J  O  H  N  C  A  L  C  R  A  F  T,  Ef.^, 

advenifed  to  be  publifhed  in  October  1767, 

but  which  was  then  violently  fuppreiTed, 

«  The  Web  of  our  Life  is  of  a  mingled  Yarn,  Good  and  III 
*<  together-,  our  Virtues  would  be  proud,  if  our  Faults  whipt 
*'  them  not  j  and  our  Crimes  would  defpair,  if  they  were  not 
<«  cheriihfd  by  our  Virtues." 

^IPi  mil  that  F:iJi  VAU,  Aa  4,  Scene  Wu 
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HIS    ROYAL    HIGHNESS 

GEORGE    JUGUS^eUS, 
PRINCE      OF      WALESl 

SI  R, 

TH  E  diftinguifhed  honour  to  be 
thought  worthy  the  notice  of 
royalty,  tranfcends  my  moft  ambitious 
hopes  ;  and  adds,  If  poffible,  to  my  re* 
fped  and  duty. 

Humanity  is  the  charafterlftick  of 
the  Royal  Houfe  of  Brunfwick.  And 
as  it  was  my  happinefs,  it  ftlll  is  my 
boaft,  that  I  have  been  honoured  with 
the  favour  of  your  Royal  Grandfather 
and  his  lUuftrious  Con&rt.  How  thea 
muft  my  heart  be  elated  at  being  like- 
wife  honoured  by  the  patronage  of  the 
moft  diftinguiihed  of  our  gracious  So- 
vereign's progeny, 

I  AM  at  a  lofs  to  exprefs  my  fenllbl- 

lity   at  your  Royal  Highnefs's   conde- 

fcenfion    in  accepting    of  this  addrefs, 

after  hearing  that  I  was  favoured  with 
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VI  ADDRESS, 

your  noble  preceptor's  permiffion  to 
lay  my  poor  work  at  his  feet.  But  li- 
beral feelings  are  implanted  in  your 
bofom ;  which  ihew  that  you  inherit 
the  virtues  of  your  Royal  Parents. 

As  words  are  too  poor  to  exprefs  my 
gratitude  for  this  high  honour,  I  Ihall 
beg  leave  to  add,  that  this  diftinguifh- 
ed  mark  of  your  Royal  Highneffes^s 
goodnefs  has  m.ade  me  the  happieft  cjf 
women  ;  and  I  fhall  ever  remain,  with 
the  profoundeft  refpedt, 

Your  Royal  Highness's 

Mod  obedient, 
and  ever  obliged, 
humble  fervant, 

G.  A.  BELLAMY. 


HIS     GRACE 
THE  DUKE   OF  MONTAGUE. 

MY    LGRDv 

WITH  a  mind  that  overflows  with? 
gratitude,  I  folicited  the  ho- 
nour of  layhig.  this  work  at  your  feet — 
and  the  happinefs  of  being  thought 
worthy  of  his  Grace  of  Montague's 
patronage,  is  too  flattering  not  to  excite 
in  me  a  wifli  to  make  it  known.^ — But 
in  attempting  to  addrefs  you,  I  find: 
myfelf,  Hke  Phaeton,  unequal  to  the 
talk,  and  juftly  punifhed  for  my  pre«» 
fu-mption,. 

To  addrefs  your  Grace  in  terms  Be- 
fitting the  occafion,  would  require  the 
mafterly  pen  of  a  Dryden.  And  even: 
that  would  prove  inadequate,  were  it 
not  adtuated  by  a  heart  imprefled  with 
the  gratitude,  admiration,  and  refpe£l, 
which  mine  glows  with.  You,  my 
Lord,  who  are  bleft  with  the  fentiments 
of  a  Titus,  and  who  were  borii  to- 
make  the  wretched  happy,  will,  I  flat- 
A  4  ttr 


Vlil  DEDICATION. 

ter  myfelf,  forgive  the  ambition  which 
prompted  me  to  requeft  this  honour. 

When  I  firft  had  the  happinefs  of 
being  noticed  by  your  noble  con  fort, 
my  youthful  heart  was  elated  with 
tranfport  ;  as  the  being  honoured  with 
the  approbation  of  a  Lady  of  the  moft 
refined  tafte,  the  moft  diftinguiihed 
judgment,  every  mental  accomplifh- 
ment,  together  with  every  virtue,  con- 
vinced me  that  I  was  not  totally  unde- 
iervingof  it.  From  this  epocha  I  date 
my  theatrical  advancement.  The  fuc- 
cefs  I  met  with,  I  was  greatly  inde.bted 
to  her  Ladyfhip's  patronage  for.  She 
ftamped  the  effigy  which  made  me  ap- 
pear  fterling. 

But  It  is  not  in  my  power  to  enu*» 
inerate  the  favours  1  have  received 
from  your  Grace's  family  ;  particular- 
ly from  Lord  Brudenell,  of  whom  I 
have  often  fpoken  with  gratitude  in  the 
courfe  of  my  *' Apology."  The  number- 
lefs  marks  of  approbation  I  have  been 
honoured  with  by  fuch  diftinguiflied 
charaders,  gives  me  a  merit  with  my- 
felf ;  and  I  cannot  efteem  myfelf  un- 
happy^ 
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Iiappy^  even  in  my  diftrefs,  as  It  has 
procured  me  the  honour  of  your  Grace's 
notice. 

The  many  tokens  I  have  received  of 
your  munificence  were  doubly  enhan- 
ced by  the  worth  of  the  elevated  giver  ; 
whofe  virtues  ennoble  all  titles.  The 
Earl  of  Cardigan  could  receive  no  addi- 
tion to  his  honours  from  a  ducal  co- 
lonet.- — Permit  me,  my  Lord,  to  unite 
my  prayers  with  the  numerous  indi- 
gents who  are  daily  fed  by  your  boun- 
ty, and  who  lift  up  their  hearts  to 
blefs  you.. — Long,  long  may  your  Grace 
be  happy  ia  the  efteem  of  your  royal 
•mafter, — be  revered  by  your  illuftrious 
pupil — be  admired  by  the  good- — and: 
adored  by  the  unfortunate — and  may 
your  amiable  progeny  for  ages  ihevv 
themfelves  worthy  of  fuch  a  fire. 

The  fenfations  of  gratitude  witir 
which  my  bofom  glows,. are  too  great 
for  language  to  exprefs*  And  this  lafi: 
honour  you  have  conferred  upon  me, 
in  periiiitting  me  thus  publicly  to  ad- 
drefs  you,  expands  my  heart  with  plea- 
fure  ;  as  it  aflfures  me  of  your  Grace's 
continued  patronage. 

As  If 
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If  I  am  fortunate  enough  to  afford 
fome  entertainment,  by  the  perufal  of 
the  following  pages,  to  the  perfon  I 
moft  refpe£l  on  earth,  It  will  give  me 
inexpreflible  fatisfaftion.  The  unhap- 
py life  I  lay  before  your  Grace,  has  no 
other  merit  than  the  truth  of  the  fadtg 
which  are  therein  recited.  I  have  not 
the  prefumption  to  impofe  myfelf  as 
an  authorefs  :  nor  fhould  I  ever  have 
attempted  to  appear  in  print,  had  I  not 
been  ftimulated  by  repeated  calumnies^ 
which  have  been  heaped  upon  me,  and 
which  would  not  fuffer  me  to  reft,  even 
in  indigence  and  obfcurity. 

Could  I  have  publifhed  the  letter 
annexed  to  my  "  Apology,"  as  I  pro- 
pofed,  fome  years  ago,  I  flatter  myfelf 
I  fhould  have  appeared  in  a  more 
eligible  point  of  view  than  I  have  done. 
My  errors,  whatever  they  have  been, 
will,  I  hope,  be  viewed  with  lenity,  and 
my  misfortunes  be  pitied,  ky  your  Grace ; 
who  though  fpotlefs  yourfelf^  poflefs  a 
heart,  which  feels  compaffion  for  the 
faulty,  and  a  foul  to  relieve  their  dif- 
trefles. 

Frcm 
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From  my  earlieft  days  have  I  been, 
taught  to  look  up  to  your  Grace  as  a 
Being  of  a.  fuperior  nature  to  the  moff 
elevated  race  of  mortals.  Long  before 
I  could  fuppofe  I  fhould  be  fo  emuient- 
ly  honoured  with  your  bounty,  have  I 
held  you  in  this  diftinguifhed  efdmation. 
And  often  have  I  heard  the  noble  Lord 
that  adopted  me  declare,  that  his  Grace 
of  Montague  was  one  of  the  wittkjt: 
men  breathings  but    his  Ibn-inrlaw  tiie 

•  r  ACKNOWLEDGE  that  \  cau  Only 
boaft  of  one  claim  to  your  Grace's 
favour,  and  that  is  founded  on  my 
fincerity  ;  which  has  been  an  inmate  in; 
my  bofom  from  my  cradle..  And  with 
this  aflurance  I  flatter  myfelf  your  Grace 
will  do  me  the  honour  to  believe,  that 
I  have  neither  aggravated  my  inju- 
ries, lior  attempted  to  extenuate,  my 
faults. 

Ha"D  I  the:  power  to  exprefs  my  fen- 

fibillty   for  the  many  favours  beftowed 

upon  me,  I   would  attempt  to    convey 

to  your  Grace  my  public  acknowledge- 

A  6  ments  ; 
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ments;  but  I  humbly  truft  you  will 
accept  the  tribute  of  a  grateful  heart, 
which,  whilft  it  beats,  will  be^  with 
the  profoundeft  refped, 

Yo-ar  Grace's, 

Mofl  humble, 

moil  obligedj 

.ami  moil  obedient  fcrvant, 

a  A.  BELLAMY. 
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LETTER       I, 
MRS.  BELLAMY    TO   THE   HaN^   MISS 


London^  Sept.  20f  1 7— » 

TN  compliance  with  the  foli citations  of 
J^  yourfelf  and  many  other  friends  ;  and  at 
the  fame  time  to  refcue  my  chara6i:er  fronrt 
the  numerous  falfhoods  which  have  been  in- 
duftrioufly  propagated  againit  it ;  I  fit  down 
to  begin  an  Apology  for  my  life.  Cenfurable 
I  know  my  conduA  has  been^  in  many  re- 
fpedts  ;  I  cannot,  however,  fupprefs  the  wifb 
(for  a  wifh  naturally  will  arife  in  the  mind> 
even  of  the  mofl  faulty)  to  exculpate  myfelf 
from  thofe  cenfures  which  have  no  foundation 
in  truth. 

A  review  of  many  of  the  fcenes  T  have 
gone  through,  and  of  .the  imp rudencies  I 

have 
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have  committed,  carrnot  fail  of  giving  mc 
pain  ',  but  as  you  have  frequently  exprefTed-: 
a  deiire  to  be  informed  of  the  minuteft  cir- 
"cumftances  of  my  life,  I  will  endeavour  ta 
recall  to  my  memory  every  tranfa6tion  worth, 
recording,  and  lay  them  before  you  in  a 
Series  of  Letters,  continued  as  time  and  op- 
portunity Ihali  ferve.  By  your  means,  the 
extenuations  which  occur,  may  be  diffufed 
through  the  circle  whofe  good  opinion  I  am 
anxious  to  regain  ;  and  having  thus  coiletled 
them  for  your  infpe6lion,  I  at  fome  future 
period  intend  to  lay  them  before  the  public. 
Happy  fliali  I  be,  if  the  recapitulation  of 
my  errors  and  misfortunes  Ihould  prove  a 
beacon  to  warn- the  young  and  thoughtlefs  of 
my  own  fex  from  the  Syren  fhore  of  vanity, 
diflipation,  and  illicit  pleafures,  of  which  re- 
morfe  and  mifery,  as  I  too  fenfibly  feel, .  are 
the  fure  attendants. 

I  will  hope  from  your  friendfhip,  that 
the  prolixity  unavoidable  in  the  relation  of 
fuch  a  number  of  events  will  not  prove 
tirefome  and  difgufting  to  you..  At  the  fame 
time  I  muft  entreat  that  you  will  not  examine 
this  production  of  my  pen  with  too  critical 
an  eye.  The  lenient  hand  of  time  has  not 
yet  been  able  to  reflore  to  my  bofom  that 
iweet  tranquillity,  which  the  unfortunate 
events  of  my  life,  and  the  corroding  rcr 
fie6tions  refulting  from  my  mifcondu6t, 
have  banifhedfrom  it.     Trufting,  however, 

to 
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to  your  goodnefs,  1  will  now  enter  on  my 
hiftory. 

Though  I  fhall  not,  as  a  celebrated  author 
has  done,  write  volumes  before  I  bring  my- 
felf  into  being,  yet  as  I  have  reafon  to 
believe  the  calamities  of  my  life  originated 
from  events  which  happened  long  before  I 
was  born,  it  will  be  neceffary  to  recapitu- 
late many  circumflances  relative  to  my  fa- 
mily, which  had  their  exiftence  prior  to  that 
period.  The  writer  of  a  wretched  produc- 
tion, publiihed  in  the  year  1761,  having, 
among  innumerable  falfhoods  concerning 
myfelf,  prefumed  to  mention  my  mother  ia 
terms  of  difrefpe6l,  I  think  it  a  duty  incum- 
bent on  me  to  endeavour  to  refcue  her  me- 
mory from  imputations  fhe  by  no  means  d^- 
ferves.  This,  confequently,  renders  it  like- 
wife  needful  to  commence  my  narrative  from 
the  sera  of  her  birth. 

My  mother  was  the  daughter  of  an  emi- 
nent farmer  at  Maidftone,  in  Kent,  whofe 
name  was  Seal.  -He  was  one  of  the  people 
called  Qiiakers  -,  and  from  the  produce  of 
his  hop- grounds,  which  were  very  extenfive, 
arrived  at  length  to  fuch  a  degree  of  opu- 
lence, as  to  be  enabled  to  purchafe  an  eftate 
near  Tunbridge-Wells,  called  Mount  Sion. 
For  fome  years  he  enjoyed  in  comfort  the 
fruits  of  his  induftry;  but  happening,  one 
evening  during  the  autumn,  to  continue  too 
Jate  in  his  grounds,  he  caught  a  cold,  which 

bringing 


bringing  on  a  fever,  in  a  few  days  put  a  pe- 
riod to  his  exiftence 

Though  my  grandfather,  during  his  life, 
was  remarkably  adlive,  and  mindful  of  every' 
concern  neceffary  to  the  welfare  of  himfelf 
and  family  -,  yet,  either  from  a  miftaken 
notion,  too  common  among  perfons  of  pro- 
perty, or  from  an  unaccountable  negligence 
upon  this  occafion,  he  could  not  be  pre- 
vailed upon  to  make  a  will  j  fo  that  the 
whole  of  his  eife(fc3  fell  into  the  hands  of  his 
.wife,  without  any  provifion  being  regularly 
•made  for  my  mother,  who  was  now  about 
four  years  old. 

My  grandm.other,  who  was  both  young  and 
beautiful,  finding  herfelf  thus  left  a  widow 
with  only  one  child,  and  poiTeffed  of  an  in- 
dependent fortune,  thought  there  was  na 
occafion  for  her  to  carry  on  the  extenfive  con- 
cerns of  her  late  hufband,  which  would  be 
attended  with  great  care  and  fatigue.  She. 
therefore  difpofed  of  all  the  property  at  Maid- 
Hone,  and  removed  to  Tunbridge-Wella ; 
and  having  furnifhed  her  houfcs  there  in  an 
elegant  manner,  let  them,  during  the  feafon^. 
to  perfons  of  the  firft  diftinftion. 

She  was  no  fooner  fettled  in  her  new 
place  of  refidence,  than  her  beauty  and  for- 
tune attradled  the  attention  of  all  the  un- 
married young  men  in  the  neighbourhood, 
particularly  of  thofe  who  profelTed  the  fame 

religious- 
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religious  principles.  She,  however,  with- 
llood  all  their  attacks  for  upwards  of  two 
years.  But  at  length,  unfortunately  for  her- 
felf  and  her  daughter,  flie  gave  her  hand  to 
a  perfon  of  the  name  of  Bufby,  Mr.  Bufby 
v;as  a  builder  of  fome  eminence,  and  con- 
fidered  by  the  world  as  a  man  in  affluent  cir- 
eumilances  -,  and  fo  high  an  opinion  had  my* 
grandmother  formed  of  his  honour  and  in- 
tegrity, during  his  courtihip,  that  fhe  im- 
prudently married  him,  without  referving  to 
herfelf,  or  child,  by  aay  written  agreement, 
the  leail  part  of  her  fortune.  She  received 
from  him,  indeed,  the  mod  iblemn  aflifrances 
tliat  they  iliouid  both  be  liberally  provided 
for  J  but  llie  too  foon  had  reafon  to  repent  of 
her  want  of  prudence. 

Among  the  perfons  of  quality  who  occu- 
pied occafionally  my  grandmother's  houfes> 
Was  the  honourable  Mrs.  Godfrey,  Miftrefs 
of  the  Jewel-OfEce,  and  filler  to  the  great 
Duke  of  Marlborough.  With  this  lady  a^ 
daughter  of  Mr.  Bufby's,  by  a  former  mar- 
riage, lived  as  her  own  attendant;  and  fa 
»reat  an  efteem  had  fhe  contra6ted,  during 
her  refidence  at  Tunbridge,  for  my  grand- 
mother, and  fondnefs  for  my  mother,  thac, 
fhe  offered  to  bring  up  the  latter,  and  to  have 
her  educated  in  every  refped  the  fame  as  her 
own  daughter,  Mifs  Godfrey.  My  grand- 
mother, however,  having  at  .this  time  na 
reafon  to  doubt  but  that  her  child  was  amply 

provided 
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provided  for,  politely  declined  the  ofFer,  but 
agreed,  that  upon  Mrs.  Godfrey's  return 
to  town  for  the  winter,  fhe  Ihould  accom- 
pany, and  fpend  three  or  four  months  with 
her. 

The  feafon  being  now  come,  Mrs.  God- 
frey fet  out  for  London  -,  and,  upon  her  arri- 
val heard,  that  her  noble  brother  was  given= 
over  by  his  phyficians.  But  having  been 
for  fome  time  at  variance  with  the  Dutchefs,. 
aa  account  of  her  exp€>fing,  though,  reduced 
to  a  flate  of  fecond  chUdhood,  the  man 
who  had  rendered  himfelf  fo  famous ;  an 
imprudence  which  defervediy  gave  ofrence 
to  Mrs.  Godfrey;  (he  had  not  the  fatis- 
fadtion  of  feeiag  him  before  he  died..     Here 

1  mud  add,  that  the  Dutcheis  of  Marlbo- 
rough, much  to  her  difcredit,  ufed  to  take 
the  Duke  with  her  in  the  coach,  whenever 
Ihe  went  abroad,  even  upon  the  moil  tri- 
vial occafions  ;  exhibiting  as  a  public  fpec--. 
tacle,  the  hero  who  had  lately  kept  nations 
in  awe,  and  whofe  talents  in  the  cabinet  were 
equal  to  his  valour  and  military  knowledge 
in  the  field. — -Good  heavens  !  fuch  a  r///;/,, 
mull  furely  have  excited  the  mod  poignant: 
grief  in  the  moft  unfeeling  breaft. 

Mrs.  Godfrey  was  prevented  by  this  dif-. 
agreement  from  paying  a  vifit  herfelf  ate 
Marlborough-Houfe,  to  condole  with  her. 
fifter-in-law  on  the  lofs  their  feroily  and  the 

natioa 
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nation  had  fuflained.  Having,  however^  an 
inclination  to  know  how  things  were  conduc- 
ed therC;,  fhe  fent  her  woman,  Mr.  Bufby's 
daughter,  to  make  what  enquiries  fhe  could  : 
and  the  latter,  overcome  by  the  importunities 
of  her  little  ftep- filler,  who  had  attended 
Mrs.  Godfrey  to  town  as  propofed,  was  ac- 
companied by  her  to  fee  the  remains  of  the 
Duke  lie  in  ftate. 

When  they  arrived  at  the  gate  of  Marlbo- 
rough-Houfe  they  found  it  open,  but,  to  their 
infinite  furprife,  met  not  a  living  creature- 
during  their  pafTage  to  the  room  in  which  the 
body  was  depofited.  So  totally  was  this  in- 
comparable man  neglected  in  the  lail  flage  of 
his  mortal  exhibition,  that  not  a  fingle  attend- 
ant, or  one  glimmering  taper,  remained  about 
him  as  tokens  of  refpedlful  attention.  My 
mother  and  her  companion  were  obliged  to 
the  day-light  alone  for  the  faint  view  they 
obtained  of  the  funeral  decorations. 

The  melancholy  and  difrefpedful  fcene  flie 
had  juft  been  witnefs  to,  was  no  fooner  de- 
scribed to  Mrs.  Godfrey  by  her  woman,  than 
it  had  fuch  an  effedt  upon  her  as  to  occafion 
a  long  and  fevere  illnefs  ;  which  at  length 
reduced  her  to  fuch  a  ftate,  that  had  Ihe  ex- 
perienced the  fame  negledful  treatment  her 
brother  had  done,  flie  muft  have  been  buried 
alive.  For  one  Sunday,  fancying  herfelf 
better  than  fhe  had  been  for  fome  time,  and 
able  to  go  to  chapel  -,  as  fhe  was  drelTing  for 

that 
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that  piirporc%  (he  fuddenly  fell  down  to   all 
appearance  dead. 

The  fc reams  of  her  woman  and  my  mother 
brought  Colonel  Godfrey  into  the  room ;  who^ 
having  probably  feen  inftances  of  perfons 
remaining  in  a  flate  of  infenfibiiity  for  a  con- 
fiderable  time,  and  afterwards  recovering^ 
directed  that  his  lady  fhould  be  immediately 
put  into  bed,  and  that  two  perfons  ihould  con- 
ftantly  continue  with  lier,  till  indubitable 
fymptoms  appeared  of  her  deceafe.  The^ 
confequences  proved,  with  how  much  judg- 
ment the  Colonel  had  acSted.  Notwithftand- 
ing  the  opinion  of  the  phyficians,  who  all 
declared  that  the  breath  of  life  was  irrecover- 
ably departed  ;  and  in  oppofition  to  the  foli-* 
citations  of  his  friends  to  have  the  body  inter?» 
red,  he  continued  refolute  in  his  d e term i nation 
till  the  Sunday  following  -,  when,  exa^liy  at 
the  fame  hour  on  which,  the  change  had  hap-^ 
pened,  figns  appeared  of  returning  fenfibili^y. 
So  pun6tual  was  nature  in  her  operations  upon: 
this  fingular  occafion,  that  Mrs.  Godfrey^ 
awoke  from  her  trance  juft  as  the  chapel-beli 
was  once  m.ore  ringing  j  which  fo  perfectly 
eradicated  from  her  memory  every  trace  of 
her  infenfibiiity,  that  flie  blamed  her  attend-* 
ants  for  not  awaking  her  in  time  to  go  to 
church,  as  fhe  had  propofed  to  do.  Colonel 
Godfrey,  whofe  tendernefs  to  his  lady  was 
unremitted,  taking  advantage  of  this  incident^ 
prudently  gave  orders  that  Ihe  ihould  by  na 

meanst 
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means  be  made  acquainted  with  what  had 
happened,  left  it  Ihould  make  a  melancholy 
impreflion  on  her  mind.  And  I  believe  to  the 
day  of  her  death  fhe  remained  ignorant  of  it. 
Had  I  not  heard  the  foregoing  flory  fre- 
quently repeated  by  my  mother,  I  ownlfliould 
have  had  fome  doubt  of  the  credibility  of  it, 
as  it  is  of  fo  extraordinary  a  nature ;  but  as 
I  could  depend  upon  her  veracity,  I  can  take 
i3pon  me  to  allure  you  of  the  truth  of  it. 
What  a  dreadful  fituation  muft  the  poor  lady 
have  been  in,  but  for  her  hufband's  refolu- 
tion  1  I  fhudder  at  the  very  thought  of  it; 
:as  I  doubt  not  but  you  alfo  do,  whilft  you 
are  reading  the  account.  I  fhall  therefore 
take  the  opportunity  of  concluding  my  letter; 
and  am,  with  afTurances  of  the  moft  perfect 
gratitude  and  refpet^l, 
"^  Madam, 

Your  obliged  and  obedient  fervant, 

G,  A.  B, 
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ISaRS,  BELLAMY    IN    CONTINUATION. 

Sept.  24,  i;-*-^ 

J^ADAM,  ^ 

I  SHALL  now  return  to  the  concerns  of 
my  ovm  family.- — 'In   a   fhort  time  after 
the  foregoing  incident  happened,  my  grand- 
'  mother  found,    to  her  incxpreiTible  concei'n, 
2  that 
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that  ihe  had  united  herfelf  to  a  perfon  who  had 
greatly  deceived  her  with  refpe6t  to  his  cir- 
cumftances.  Inflead  of  Mr.  Bufby's  being 
pofiefTedof  the  property  the  world  fuppo fed  he 
had,  he  was  lb  greatly  involved  in  debt,  that 
all  my  grandmother's  effeds  v/ere  feized  by  his 
creditors.  So  that  not  having  taken  the  necef- 
fary  precautions  to  fecure  a  maintenance  for 
herfelf  and  daughter,  before  her  marriage,  Ihe 
was  now  left  deftitute  of  every  means  of  fupport. 

This  reverfe  of  fortune  induced  her  to  ac- 
cept with  thankfulnefs  of  the  generous  offer 
Mrs.  Godfrey  had  lately  made  her  ;  and  fhe 
efleemed  herfelf  happy  in  finding  fo  refpedl- 
able  an  afylum  for  her  child.  But  however 
flattering  the  profpedt  at  that  time  appeared, 
from  this  period  have  I  too  much  reafon  to 
date  the  commencement  of  my  mother's  mis- 
fortunes, and  confequently  of  my  own  -,  for 
being  now  removed  from  under  the  parental 
€ye  of  my  grandmother,  fhe  became  liable  to 
all  the  arts  and  temptations  youth  and  beauty 
are  continually  expofed  to. 

As  foon  as  Mrs.  Godfrey  received  my 
grandmother^s  permifTion,  fhe  placed  my  mo- 
ther at  a  boarding-fchool  in  Qjeen's-Square, 
where  her  own  daughter  was  educated  -,  and 
here  fhe  remained  till  fhe  arrived  at  the  age 
of  fourteen,  when  fhe  unfortunately  attra(5lt!d 
the  notice  of  Lord  Tyrawley.  This  noble- 
man, who  was  in  the  bloom  of  life,  and  as 
celebrated  for  his  gallantry   as  for  his  wit, 

courage. 
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^oiirage,  and  other  accomplilhments,  meeting 
accidentally  with  my  mother,  whilfc  (lie  was 
upon  a  vifit,  was  ftruck  with  her  beaut}^  and 
"was  determined  if  pofTible  to  gain  pofTefiion 
of  it.     And  as  my  mother  on  her  part  was 
equally  captivated  with  his  afliduous  addreiTes, 
and  found  her  vanity  gratified  by  receiving 
the  devoirs  of  a  perfon  of  his  confequence ; 
it  is  no   wonder   that,   young  and  inexperi^ 
enced  as  Ihe  was,  his  lordihip  at  length  fuc- 
ceeded  in  his  defigns.     Her  heart  foon  yield- 
ing to  the  foft 'impulfe,  there  needed  not  many 
entreaties  to  induce  her  to  elope  from  fchool. 
She  accordingly   fei-zed  the  firll   favourable 
opportunity,  and  leaving   the  protection  of 
her  kind  patron efs,  fought  for  happinefs  in  the 
arms  of  her  lover. 

Lord  Tyrawley  having  been  fo  far  fuccefs- 
ful,  he  carried  his  fair  prize  to  his  own  apart- 
ments in  Somerfet-Houfe,  where  ihe  was 
treated  with  the  fame  refpedt  as  if  ihe  had 
i-eally  been  Lady  Tyrawley.  This  honour  he 
had  frequently  promifed  before  her  eloper 
irient  to  confer  upon  her,  and  he  dill  conti- 
nued to  aiTure  her  that  he  would  fulfil  his  en- 
gagements. Lulled  therefore  into  fecurity  by 
thefe  promifes,  by  her  own  affedion,  and  by 
his  increafing  foiidnefs,  fhe  airum.ed  his  lord- 
ship's name,  and  vainly  imagined  herfelf  to 
be  as  truly  his  wife  as  if  the  nuptial  knot  had 
been  indifiblubly  tied. 

And 
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And  in  this  pleafing  delirium,  enhanced  bf 
all  the  fplendoiirof  nobility,  my  mother  lived 
for  feveral  months.  But  as  the  wheel  of  for- 
tune is  feldom  at  a  fcand,  ihe  was  now  to  ex- 
perience a  difagreeable  change  in  her  affairs. 
Lord  Tyrawley  was  ordered  to  join  his  regi- 
ment in  Ireland.  And  it  became  the  more 
'necelTary  that  he  fhould  obey  the  order,  as  Ms 
own  private  concerns  in  that  kingdom  required 
liis  infpedlion.  I  will  not  pretend  to  defcribe 
the  pangs  the  lovers  felt  upon  this  occafion. 
I  ihall  obferve  that  his  lordfhip  tore  himfelf 
away  with  the  utmoft-reludance,  and  left  my 
mother  in  a  ftate  little  Ihort  of  diftra6lion. 

On  his  arrival  in  Ireland,  Lord  Tyrawley 
found  his  affairs  in  a  very  different  Situation 
from  what  he  expelled.  The  fteward,  who 
had  the  management  of  his  eftates,  had  taken 
•advantage  of  his  lordlhip's  abfence  and  inat- 
tention, and  enriched  himfelf  at  his  mafter's 
'Cxpence.  So  that  inilead  of  finding  a  very 
confiderable  balance  in  his  fteward's  hands, 
as  he  had  always  concluded  there  was,  he  had 
the  mortification  to  learn  that  h€  was  greatly 
involved  in  debt  -,  and  as  he  had  lived  in  an 
cxpeniiye  ftyle,  the  whole  of  his  debts  a- 
mounted  to  an  enormous  fum.  How  to  ex- 
tricate himfelf  from  thefe  difHculties  was  the 
queftion.  The  only  refource  which  prefented 
itfelf  to  his  lordlhip,  was  that  of  marrying  a 
lady  with  a  fortune  fulficient  to  dilentangle 
.  Jaim,  But  to  this  his  attachment  to  my  mother 

appeared 
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appeared  an  irremoveable  bar.  He  was  con-- 
vinced  that  ilie  loved  him  too  well  to  objed 
to  a  ftep  which  could  only  preferve  him  from 
ruin;  yet  as  he  knew  at  the  fame  time  the 
violence  of  her  temper,  he  dreaded  to  make- 
the  propofal  to  her;  and  it  was  a  long  while 
before  he  could  refolve  upon  doing  what 
would  be  attended  with  a  probability  of  lofing 
her  for  ever. 

The  urgency  of  his  affairs,  however,  at 
length  requiring  a  fpeedy  remedy  he  looked 
round  among  the  fingle  ladies  of  fortune 
within  the  circle  of  his  acquaintance,  and 
fixed  on  Lady  Mary  Stewart,  daughter  of 
the  Earl  of  BleiTnigton,  as  a  proper  objedl  for 
his  addreffes  ;  her  fortune  being  according  to 
public  report,  thirty  thoufand  pounds  ;  and 
that  lady  having  been  heard  to  declare  a  par- 
tiality for  him.  She  could  not,  indeed,  boail 
of  her  charms.  Her  perfon,  hov^^ever,  was 
genteel,  and  what  was  infinitely  more  to  be 
prized,  fhe  was  endowed  v/ith  as  engaging  a 
difpofition  as  ever  woman  was  bleft  with. 
Alas  !  how  hard  muft  be  her  lot,  to  be  united 
to  a  man,  whofe  attachment  to  another  would 
render  him  infeniible  of  her  merit  1 

Whilft  the  courtHiip  was  carrying  on,  the 
father  of  the  lady,  naturally  anxious  for  his 
daughter's  happinefs,  examined  minutely  into 
whatever  concerned  his  intended  fon-in-law. 
and  having  heard  much  of  his  connedli^^^ 
with  my   m.other,  his  lordfhip   wrote  her 

^^^'--I-  E  Polite 
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polite  letter,  requefting  to  know  from  her  the 
«atiire  of  it ;  giving  her  at  the  fame  time  his 
reafons  for  fuch  an  enquiry. 

When  my  mother,  oi*  Lady  Tyrawley,  as  ihe 
was  then  called,  received  Lord  Bleflington's 
letter,  fhe  was  not  quite  recovered  from  the 
weaknefs  attendant  on  a  lying-in  ;  fo  that  ihe 
was  the  lefs  able  to  cope  with  the  heart-rend- 
ing inform.ation  it  conveyed  ;  and  ihe  refign- 
ed  herfelf  totally  to  the  impulle  of  her  rage. 
The  violence  of  her  pafTion  got  the  better  of 
her  affedlion,  and  without  liftening  to  the 
didates  of  prudence,  ihe  enclofed  Lord  Blef- 
lington  every  letter  ihe  had  received  from  her 
lover.  Among  thefe  was  one  ihe  had  jufl:  re- 
ceived by  the  fame  pofl,  and  which,  as  ihe  had 
not  broken  it  open,  ihe  lent  unopened.  In 
this  letter  Lcrd  Tyrawley  had  informed  her  of 
the  diilrcffed  fituation  of  his  affairs,  and  con- 
fequently  of  the  fad  necefTity  there  v/as  for  his' 
marrying  fome  lady  of  fortune,  to  extricate 
him  from  his  dilliculties.  He  added,  that  he' 
Ihould  (lay  no  longer  with  his  intended  wife- 
than  was  neceiTary  to  receive  her  fortune,  when 
he  would  immediately  fly  on  the  wings  of  love 
to  ihare  it  with  her.  That,  though  another 
had  his  hand,  ihe  alone  poiTeiTed  his  heart,  and 
v/as  his  real  wife  in  the  fight  of  Heaven.  Tliat, 
in  order  to  teitify  the  truth  of  what  he  ad- 
vanced, he  had  made  choice  of  Lady  Mary 
Stewart,  who  was  both  ugly  and  fooliili,  in 
preference  to  one  with  an  equal  fortune^  who 

was 
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was  both  beautiful  and  fenfiblej  left  an  union 
with  a  more  agreeable  perfon  might  be  the 
means  of  decreafmg  his  affection  for  her. 

With  what  indignation  m'uft  the  Earl  of 
Blefiington  receive  fuch  incontrovertible 
proofs  of  Lord  Tyrawley's  perfidy!-  He  was 
fo  exafperated  againft  him^  that  he  imme- 
diately forbade  his  daughter^  on  pain  of  his 
fevered  difpleafure,  ever  to  fee  or  write  to 
her  perfidious  lover  again.  But  his  injunc- 
tions came  too  late;  for  they  had  been  already 
united  in  connubial  bonds,  without  the  earl's 
knowledge  or  confent. 

Lord  Tyrawley  now  found  him.felf  the 
victim^  of  his  own  unwarrantable  duplicity. 
Difappointed  of  receiving  the  fortune  which 
had  been  the  fole  inducement  for  his  marry- 
ing, and  united  to  a  woman  he  hated,  he  was 
truly  miferable.  Being,  however,  determined 
to  get  rid  of  his  lady  at  all  events,  he  infifted 
on  a  feparation ;  and  immediately  folicited 
the  Minifler  to  be  fent  to  the  court  of  Lifbon 
in  a  public  chafa6ler.  This  was  readily 
granted  him ;  as  no  one  was  better  qualified 
for  fuch  an  important  employment  than  his 
lordfliip,  not  only  on  account  of  his  being  a 
perfedl  mafter  of  the  Portuguefe  language, 
but  from  the  brilliancy  of  his  parts,  and 
political  knowledge,  v/hich  were  fcarcely 
equalled  by  uny  of  his  competitors. 

At    the    time  of  his   feparation  from   his 

lady,   Lord  Tyrawley  fettled  eight  hundred 

B  2  pounds 
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pounds  a  year  upon  her,  and  fhe  went  to  re- 
fide  in  the  very  apartments  in  Somerfet-FIoufe 
my  mother  had  lately  occupied.  That  poor 
dear  woman  no  fooner  heard  of  the  marriage 
of  her  beloved  lord,  than  diftraded  at  the 
thought,  fhe  immediately  haftened  from  a 
place  v/hich  mufi:  continually  remind  her  of 
her  loil  happinefs,  and  difappointed  expe6la- 
tions ;  leaving  behind  her  all  the  plate,  and 
other  prefents,  the  fondnefs  of  the  mioft  gene- 
rous of  men  had  beftowed  upon  her :  as  flie 
was  determined  to  take  nothing  with  her  that 
fliould  bring  to  her  mem.ory  her  faithlefs  per- 
jured paramour.  Flaving  brought  my  motlier 
to  this  reverfed  period  of  her  fortune,  left  I 
tire  you  with  too  long  an  epiftle,  I  will  here 
put  an  end  to  it.     Believe  me  to  be, 

Madam,  &c.  &c. 

G.  A.  B. 


LETTER       III. 

Sept.   i 


I  Concluded  my  laft  letter  with  an  account 
of  my  mother's  leaving  her  apartments  at 
Somerfet-PIoufe,  in  all  the  a,gonics  of  defpair 
and  refentment.  It  happened  fortunately 
for  hcvy  that  a  relation,  in  confideration  of 

mv 
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my  grandmother's  contracted  circumftances, 
had  Ibme  thne  before  left  her  as  a  legacy  a 
houfe  fituated  in  Great  Queen- Street,  Lin- 
coln's-Inn-Fields.  In  this  houfe  my  grand- 
mother now  refidedj  and  by  letting  out  part  of 
it,  together  with  fome  affiflance  llie  received 
from  her  good  friend  Mrs.  Godfrey,  procured 
for  herfelf  a  decent  fubhftence.  Though 
ihe  had  not  feen  her  daughter  fmce  her  elope- 
ment, and  was  much  difpleafed  with  her  for 
her  im.prudent  condud,  yet  in  fuch  a  trying 
mom.ent  fhe  could  not  refufe  her  admittance 
beneath  her  roof.  My  mother  accordingly 
now  made  this  her  abode. 

Whilft  ihe  had  refided  at  Somerfet-Hcufe 
and  lived  in  fplendour,  one  of  the  principal 
adlrefTes  belonging  to  Drury-Lane  Theatre, 
whofe  name  was  Butler,  had  applied  to  her 
to  folicit  her  intereft  on  her  benefit-night. 
An  intimacy  thereupon  commenced  between 
them;  and  during  Lord  Tyrawley's  abfence 
in  Ireland,  Mrs.  Butler  had  frequently  fpent 
many  days  with  my  micther  at  her  apartrnxcnts. 
As  my  miOther  had  made  this  lady  her  con- 
fidant during  her  more  profperous  ftate,  flie 
now  imparted  to  her  the  iituation  of  her  fi- 
nances, and  expe(5lations,  and  confulted  her 
on  the  meafures  Die  iliouid  purfue  for  her 
future  maintenance. 

Mrs.  Butler  finding  there  was  but  little  pro- 
bability, from  her    friend's  prefent    irritated 
ilate  of  mind,  that  her  connedion  with  Lord 
B  3  Tyravdcy 
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Tyrawley  would  ever  be  renewed,  advifed 
her  to  take  to  the  profeffion  [he  herfelf  fol- 
lowed. Though  my  mother's  perfon  was  tall, 
her  figure  frriking,  and  fiie  poiTeffed  nofmaii 
fliare  of  beauty,  yet  from  an  unanimated 
formality  which  appeared  about  her,  pro- 
bably from  her  afTociating  in  the  early  part 
of  her  life  with  the  Quakers,  no  very  fan- 
guine  hopes  were  to  be  entertained  of  her 
fucceeding  on  the  ilage.  However,  over- 
come by  the  earneil  folicirations  and  'flatter- 
ing reprefentations  of  Mrs.  Butler,  fhe  fixed 
on  that  track  to  obtain  a  future  provifion. 

The  London  Theatres  at  that  time  not 
feeming  to  promife  an  advantageous  engage- 
ment it  was  thought  mod  advifable  that 
my  mother  fliould  go  over  to  Ireland;  where 
there  was  great  reafon  to  expedl  that  (lie 
"would  meet  with  fupport  from  Lord  Ty- 
i^awley's  friends,  many  of  v/hom  had  beea 
introduced  to  her  whilft  fhe  refidcd  at  So- 
merfet-Houfe.  This  then  ihe  determined 
onj  and  leaving  the  fon  fhe  had  lately 
brought  into  the  world  to  the  care  of  her 
mother,  undertook  an  expedition,  which, 
even  when  attended  with  every  convenience 
IS  not  over  agreeable,  alone,  friendlefs,  un- 
protefled,  and  almoft  broken-hearted. 

When  fhe  arrived  in  Dublin,  fhe  was  re- 
ceived with  confiderable  applaufe.  But  her 
fiiccefs  feems  to  have  been  more  owing  to 
the  people  of  that  kingdom  not  being  tbe)t 

accultomed 
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accuilomed  to  capital  performers^  than  ta 
the  brilliancy  of  my  mother's'  theatrical 
powers.  She,  however,  continued  there  for 
feveral  years,  performing  the  firfc  charac-- 
ters,  with  fome  degree  of  reputation  ;  hut 
a  difagreement  arifing,  at  lengthy  between; 
the  proprietors  of  the  theatre  and  herfelf> 
file  determined  to  leave  that  city. 

After  deliberating  fome  time  upon  the" 
courfe  fhe  fliould  now  fteer,  fhe  on  a  fudden 
fjnned  the  ilrange  and  unaccountable  re- 
folution  of  embarking  for  Portugal,  in- 
order  to  renew  her  affediionate  intimacy^ 
with  Lord  Tyrawley.  His  lordfhip,  during: 
her  refidence  in  Ireland,  had  repeatedly 
wrote  to  her,  inviting  her  in  the  warmelt 
terms,  and  conjuring  jier  by  that  tendernefs 
which  had  once  mutually  fubfided  between 
them,  to  come  to  him:  but  finding  his  foil* 
citations  intfFedual,  he  had  long  fince  for- 
borne them.  In  this  dilemma,  hov/ever, 
they  occurred  to  my  mother  in  their  full 
force,  awakened  tha,t  love  which  had  only 
lain  dorm.ant  in  her  bofom,  and  pointed  out 
the  courfe  ihe  fliould  purfue. 

Notwithftanding  my  mother's  juil  refufal 
of  Lord  Tyrawley's  repeated  invitations,  and' 
notwithftanding   her.   betraying  him   to  the 
Earl  of  BleiTington,  had   be^en  the  fble  caufe" 
of  his  lordfhip's  long  abfence  from  his  native 
country^  jet  fhe  was   received  by   him,   on^ 
kcr  arrival  at  Lifbon,  with  the  warmeft  tranf- 
B.  4.  ports,- 
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ports.  But  unluckily  a  circumftance  had 
happened  which  made  her  prefence  much 
lefs  agreeable  now^  than  it  would  have  been 
at  the  time  he  prelled  her  fo  fervently  to 
come  over  to  him.  Dilappointed  in  his 
hopes  of  renewing  his  connexion  with  her, 
he  had  entered  into  one  with  a  Portuguefe 
lady,  named  Donna  Anna;  whom  he  had 
feduced  from  her  patronefs,  the  lady  of  the 
unfortunate  Comte  d'Olivarez.  1  his  being 
now  his  lordiliip's  fituation,  and  of  which, 
on  account  of  the  violence  of  my  mother's 
temper,  he  did  not  care  to  inform  her;  he 
placed  her  in  the  family  of  an  Englifh  mer- 
chant, where  fiie  was  treated  v/ith  the  greatefl 
civility  and  refpedl. 

Here  fhe  remained  for  fome  time  in  a 
ftate  of  perfect  tranquillity,  nothing  tran- 
fpiring  relative  to  his  lordlhip's  new  flame 
to  diilurb  her  peace  of  mind.  But,  as  I 
have  before  obferved,  the  wheel  of  fortune 
is  continually  revolving;  and  my  miOther's 
happinefs  was  not  to  be  permanent.  An 
Englifii  gentleman,  by  name  Bellamy,  came 
one  day  to  pay  a  vifit  to  the  merchant  in 
whofe  houle  llie  was  placed;  when  ftruck 
with  her  charms,  and  unacquainted  with  her 
fituation,  the  Captain  became  fo  enamoured 
with  her,  that  he  folicited  her  to  accept  of 
his  hand.  This  fhe  repeatedly  refufed,  with- 
out difcovering  her  reafons  for  fo  doing. 

As    the   offer  was  far    from  a  difadvan^ 
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tageous  one,  Captain  Bellamy  concluded  diat 
feme  other  attachment  could  alone  prevent 
its  being  accepted  -,  and,  as  jealoufy  is  eagle- 
eyed,  he  fixed  on  Lord  Tyrawley,  whom  he 
obferved  to  come  fom.etimes  to  his  friend's 
touie,  as  the  obftacle  to  his  fuccefs.  Not, 
indeed,  that  he  could  fuppofe  that  any  thing 
more  than  an  allowable  fricndfliip  lubfifled 
betv/een  his  lordlhip  and  my  mother,  his 
vifits  being  neither  long  nor  frequent.  Cap- 
tain Bellamy  could  not,  however,  forbear 
hinting  his  apprehenfions  ;  which  brought  on 
a  converfation,  in  which  he  difcovered  to  her 
his  lordfhip's  connexions  with  Donna  Anna, 
and  as  an  unpleafing  appendix,  informed  her 
that  the  lady  was  then  lying  in  with  her  fe- 
cond  child  by  him. 

Rage  and  refentmacnt  againft  Lord  Tyraw- 
ley once  m.ore  took  pofTeflion  of  my  mo- 
ther's bofom ;  and  effeded  what  Captain 
Bellamy's  mod  flrenwous  folicitations  were 
not  equal  to.  Without  allowing  hcrfelf  a  mo- 
ment's refie6lion,  Ihe  confented  to  give  her 
hand  to  him^  and  as  foon  as  the  nuptial  be- 
nedi6lion  was  pronounced,  fet  oft  vv^ith  him 
for  Ireland^  to  which  kingdom  the  fhip  he 
commanded  was  bound,  and  then  ready  to 
fail.  All  this  was  executed  with  fo  naich  ex- 
.pedition  and  fecrefy,  that  his  lordlhip, 
though  in  fuch  a  public  capacity,  v/as  not 
made  acquainted  with  it  till  they  had  left 
Lifbon, 

B  5  In 
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In  a  few  months  after  the  arrival  of  Cap- 
tain Bellamy  and  his  new-married  lady  at 
the  place  of  their  deftination,  to  the  inexpref- 
fible  aftonilhment  and  dilTatisfadion  of  the 
former,  I  made  my  appearance  on  this  habit- 
able globe.  My  mother  had  fo  carefully 
concealed  her  pregnancy,  and  her  connec- 
tion with  Lord  Tyrawley,  from  her  hufband, 
that  he  had  not  entertained  the  leait  fufpicion 
of  her  incontinence.  My  birth,  however,  dif- 
covered  the  whole ;  and  fo  exalperated  was 
the  "Captain  at  her  duplicity,  that  he  imme- 
diately left  the  kix^gdom,  and  never  after 
either  faw  or  correfponded  with  her. 

Having  now  informed  you  with  how  little 
applaufe  I  made  my  firfl  entrance  on  the 
llage  of  life,  I  111  all  defer  any  further  ac- 
count of  my  fubfequent  appearances  till  I 
write  again,  which  I  purpofe  doing  in  a  few 
days.     Till  when  I  remain^  Madam,  &c. 

G.  A,  B. 


LETTER       IV. 

October  2,  17— •• 

I  WAS  born  on  St.  George's  day,  1733, 
fome  months  too  foon  for  Captain  Bel- 
lamy to  claim  any  degree  of  confanguinity 
with  me.     As  foon  as  Lord  Tyrawley  had 

gained 
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gained    intelligence,  after  nny   mother*s  de- 
parture   from  Lifbon,  of  the  place    of  her. 
deitination ;   he   wrote  to  his  adjutant,  Cap- 
tain ?ye,  who  relided  near  Fingal,  the  town.i 
where   fhe   had   fettled,    to    requeft,    if  flie 
Ihouid  prove  pregnant  in  time  to  conclude- 
it  was  the  effe6t  of  her  vifit  to  his  lordfhip>, 
that  his  lady  would  take  the  infant  under  her. 
care  as  foon  as  it  was   born,    without  fuffer--- 
ing  my  mother,  if  pofTible,  to  f;je  it.     This , 
fevere  injunction  of   his   lordfhip  proceeded! 
from  his  entertaining  a  belief,   that   her  fud-- 
den  retreat  from   Lifbon  was   not  in  confe- 
quence  of  her  having  formed  an  honourable 
connection    with     Captain     Bellamyj>.    but- 
through  the   natural  depravity    of   her  paf-^ 
fions,  and  the   ficklenefs  of  her    difpofition, . 
I  was,  therefore,  agreeable  to  his  Lordfhip's  , 
directions,  taken  from  my  mother  foon  after 
my  birth,  and  put  under  the  care  of  a,  nurfe;^^ 
with  whom  I   continued  till  I  was  two  years  , 
old.     At   that  time  the  regiment  returning 
to    barracks    in    Dublin,   Mrs.    Pye,   whofe 
kindhefs  I  fhall  never  forget,  and  whofe  me- 
mory I    fhall  ever  revere,  took  me  frorn .  the 
nurfe,  and  carried  me  with  her. . 

Here,    Madam,  I  muft  beg  leave  to  en-«- 
tertain   you  with  an   anecdote  of  my  nurfe^, 
which  exhibits  fuch    a  proof  of  the  attach- 
ment and  fidelity  of  the  lower  clafs  of  the  : 
lrifh>,  as    does    them    infinite    honour..   Itr 


24  THELIFEOF 

never  occurs  to  my  mind,  but  it  excites  the 
tendereft  fenfations ;  and  1  lliouid  deem  my- 
feif  ungrateful  in  the  extreme,  were  I  not 
always  to  mention  her  name  with  relpecl. 

It  happened  that  the  fumm.er,  in  the 
midil  of  which  I  v/as  taken  from  the  care  of 
my  foiler- mother,  was  uncommonly  hot. 
Notwithftanding  this,  lb  exceflive  was  the 
good  woman's  affeclion  for  me,  that  flie 
walked  every  day  from  the  village  in  which 
flie  lived,  to  the  barracks,  which  were  three 
miles  dillant,  and  with  a  child  fucking  at 
hei"  breaft.  The  intenfc  heat,  united  with 
the  afflidion  fhe  felt  at  my  being  taken 
from  her,  had  fuch  an  eftcdl  upon  her  con- 
ititution,  that  it  brought  on  an  infiamm.atory 
fever,  which  put  an  end  to  her  life.  It  is 
a  cuftom  in  many  p.irts  of  Ireland,  to  con- 
vey the  remains  of  the  dead  to  thofe  for 
whom,  vvhilil:  living,  they  appeared  to  have 
the  fmctreft  regard;  and  the  cuftom  was 
not  neglected  upon  the  deceafe  ofmyv/or- 
thy  nurfe*  Captain  Pye^s  fervants  having 
rifen  one  morning,  upon  fome  oceafion  or 
other,  earlier  than  ufual,  and  left  the  flreet 
door  open  ;  as  1  lay  in  bed,  I  heard  my  fof- 
ter-father's  voice  audibly  uttering  what  is 
vulgarly  called  the  Irifh  howl.  Ah  I  why 
did  you  die?  with  all  its  plaintive  eloquence, 
difcindly  reached  my  ear.  Alarm.ed  at  x!i\^ 
well-known  found,  I  haiidly  leaped  out  of 
bed,  and  ran  almoil  naked  into  the  llreet  ; 

where , 
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where,  to  my  great  grief,  even  at  that  early 
age,  I  found  the  lamentation  now  become 
univerfal  around  the  body  of  my  poor 
nurfe,  whofe  affedlion  for  me  had  coft  her 
her  life — Why,  O  thou  great  Difpofer  of 
events  !  why  v/as  I  born  to  be  the  caufe  of 
unhappinefs,  and  even  death  to  thofe  who 
really  loved  me ;  whilft  thy  infcrutable  de- 
crees have  made  me  fubfervient  to  thofc, 
whole  vows^  '^  were  falfe  as  dicer's  oaths," 
and  whofe  views  were  only  the  promotion  of 
their  own  pleafure  or  interefl  ? 

When  I  had  nearly  obtained  the  age  of 
four  years.  Captain  Pye  received  dire(5lions 
from  Lord  Tyrawley  to  fend  me  to  France 
for  education.  His  Lordfhip  had  been  in- 
timate with  the  unfortunate  Colonel  Frazer 
in  his  youthful  days.  And  though  their 
political  principles  were  diametrically  op- 
pofite,  hum.anity  induced  him  to  make  fome 
provifion  for  the  Colonel's  only  daughter, 
who  was  now  left  an  orphan  and  deftitute  of 
fupport.  True  philanthropy  will  not  fufFer 
a  difference  either  in  political  or  religious 
principles  to  reftrain  its  dictates. 

This  young  lady,  who  was  fomev/hat 
older  than  myfelf,  and  very  amiable  both  in 
perfon  and  difpofition,  was  fixed  on  by  Lord 
Tyrav/ley  to  be  my  companion  to  France  ; 
and  Mrs.  Pye  attended  us  herfelf  to  London, 
in  order  to  equip  us  with  fcich  ^necefTaries  as 

we 
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we  wanted,  and  to  enquire  put  the  mofl  eli- 
gible convent  in  which  to  place  us. 

Whiift  we  were  in  London,  the  nnaid-fer- 
vant  who  had  the  care  of  me,  feeing  my 
mother's  name  in  the  play-bills  of  Covent- 
Garden-Theatre,  imagined  fhe  fhould  not. 
be  an  unacceptable  vifitor,  if  fhe  took  me 
to  pay  my  refpecSts  to  her.  She  accordingly 
inquired  where  my  mother  lodged ;  and, , 
without  afking  her  miflrefs's  confent,  led  me 
to  her.  We  were  inftantly  uihered  up 
ftairs,  where  we  found  my  mother  in  a  gen- 
teel drefs.  Though  I  was  too  young  to  ex- 
perience any  attraction  from  her  beauty,., 
yet  her  fine  clothes  pleafed  me  much,  and  I 
ran  towards  her  with  great  freedom.  But 
what  concern  did  my  little  heart  feel,  when 
Ihe  rudely  pulhed  me  from  her,  and  I  heard 
her  exclaim,  after  viewing  me  with  atten- 
tion for  fo  me  moments,  "  My  God!  what 
"  have  you  brought  me  here  ?  this  goggle- 
*^  eyed,  fplatter-faced,  *  gabbart-mouthed 
**  wretch  is  not  my  child  !  take  her  away!" 
I  had  been  fo  accuftomed  to  endearments, 
that  I  was  the  m.ore  fenfibly  afFe(5led  at  this 
unexpedled  falutation,  and  1  went  away  as 
much  difgufted  with  my  mother  as  ihe  could 
be  with.  me. 

Mrs.  Pye  having  prevailed  upon  Mrs. 
Dunbar,  an  Irifh  lady  who  lived  at  Bou- 
logne, to  take  Mifs  Frazer  and  myfelf  under 

her 
•  A  coal-boat  is  fo  called  in  Ireland. 
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her  "protedlion,  we  accompanied  her  to 
France.  Stridl  orders  were  given  that  I 
fhould  not  be  contradidled,  and  that  if  I 
dilliked  one  convent,  we  ihould  be  removed 
to  another.  The  money  neccflary  for  our 
fupport  was  to  be  remitted  to  Mr.  Smith,  a 
wine-merchant  in  that  town,  to  whom  the 
fame  injundions  were  given. 

On  our  arrival  at  Boulogne  we  were 
placed  in  the  convent  of  the  NunciatSy  fitu— 
ated  in  the  lower  town.  We  had  not  beea. 
there  long,  before  a  nun  was  immured  be- 
tween the  walls,  the  punifhment  ufually 
inflided  on  thofe  of  the  fiilers  who  un- 
fortunately break  their  vow  of  chaftity. 
The  infli6lion  of  this  horrid  punifhment 
afFedled  Mifs  Frazer  fo  much,  and  the  dirti- 
nefs  of  the  convent  was  fo  intolerably  ofFen- 
five,  even  to  me,  though  but  a  child, ..  that 
we  determined  to  get  removed.  We  ac- 
cordingly applied  to  Mrs.  Smith  for  this 
purpofe,  who  in  a  ihort  time  came  and  con- 
dudted  us  to  the  convent  of  the  UrfuHnes  m 
the  upper  town.  On  mentioning  the  name 
of  the  convent,  even  at  this  diftant  period, 
I  cannot  help  exclaiming,  '^  Dear,  happy, 
*'  much-regrettedmanfion  t  thou  Iweet  abode 
'^  of  tranquillity  and  delight !  how  fupremely 
*^  blelTed  Ihould  I  have  been,  had  I  remained 
**  till  this  hour  v/ithin  thy  facred  walls  !" 

Here  I  continued    till  I  had  attained  the 
eleventh  year  of  my  ages    when  the  man- 
date^ 
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date,  the  dreadful  mandate  arrive d,  whicfv 
bid  us  prepare  for  our  return.  V\^ith  what 
heart-felt  pangs  did  I  receive  it !  Having 
no  knowledge  of  the  nobleman  to  whofti  1 
was  indebted  for  my  being  and  fubfiilence  ; 
and  the  contemptuous  manner  in  which  m,y 
mother  had  treated  me  ftill  dwelling  on  my 
remembrance  ;  I  had  not  the  leaft  defire  to 
fee  either  of  them.  To  ftay  in  the  con  vent  j 
and  ftill  to  be  accompanied  by  my  m^uch- 
loved  Maria,  was  the  utmofl  of  my  wifher. 
The  v/hole  community,  indeed,  the  fillers 
as  well  as  the  penfioners,  treated  me  with 
great  kindnefs.  But  one  of  the  nuns  per- 
fedly  idolized  me.  When  I  took  my  leave 
of  her,  my  feelings  were  fuch  as  I  am  not 
able  to  defcribe.  Their  pungency  was  far 
beyond  what  a  girl  of  my  age  could  be  fup- 
pofed  to  experience.  I  have  often  thouglit 
they  were  a  fure  prefage  jyf  the  miferies 
which  have  attended  me  through  life ;  not 
only  fuch  as  have  arifen  frOm  miy  own  indif- 
cretions,  but  thofe  which  owe  their  foun- 
dation to  the  comiplicated  miachinations  of 
the  worft  of  men.  The  former  1  fhall  recite 
in  the  follov/ing  part  of  my  narrative^  with- 
out attempting  to  palliate,  or  excufe  them, 
.fatisfied  that  nothing  but  the  finccreft  contri- 
tion will  now  avail.  The  latter  I  fliall  give 
an  account  of  with  the  iLrid'eft  regard  to 
candour   and   trudi^     and  whilfl   I  forgive, 

v/hich 
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which  Chrifbiaxnity  bids    me  do,  I  fhall  not 
Ipare. 

Being  now  about  to  take  my  leave  of 
France,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  of  the  happy 
age  of  puerility,  innocence,  and  peace,  I 
fliall  at  this  regretted  £era  put  an  end  to  my 
letter,  with  only  alTuring  you  that  I  Ihall  ever 
be,  through  every  ftage  of  my  life. 
Madam, 

Your  ever  grateful, 

G.  A.  B, 
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October  15,  17-— 
HEN  we  arrived  at  Dover,  we  were 
met  by  a  perfon  named  Du  Vail,  who 
had  once  been  a  domeilic  of  Lord  Tyraw- 
ley.  He  now  kept  a  peruke  maker's  Ihop  in 
St.  James's  Street ;  and  with  him  we  were  to 
refide,  till  his  Lordlhip's  return  from  Por- 
tugal, which  was  every  day  expe6ted.  Mrs. 
Du  Vail,  his  wife,  was  a  lively,  agreeable 
French  woman,  much  younger  than  her 
hufband,  and  of  rather  too  gay  a  difpofition 
f3r  his  tranquillity.  Near  Mr.  Du  Vail  lived 
a  perfon  whofe  name  was  Jones.  He  had 
formerly  been  a  cutler,  but  at  the  felicitation 
of  his  wife  he  had  opened  a  china  and  bijou 
iliop.     From  the  vicinity  of  their  refidence, 

an 
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an  intimacy  had  commenced  between  Mr5'. 
Du  Vali  and  Mrs.  Jones,  and  tliere  v/as  a 
perfect  foci  ability  between,  the  families. 

The  latter  v/as  the  daughter  of  an  emi- 
nent apothecary  in  Weflminfter,  who  had 
given  her  what  is  generally  termed  a  ^en- 
4€el  education  :  that  is,  fhe  was  well  verfed 
in  the  fafhions,  and  in  the  amufements,  of 
the  falhionable  world ;  Ihe  fpoke  bad  French,, 
and  could  invent  with  great  facility,  addi- 
tions to  the  lie  of  the  day.  She  had  a  good 
addrefs,  and  abounded  in  what  is  ufually 
denominated  fmall  talk.  She  underflood 
the  art  of  flattery  fa  well  as  to  be  able  ta 
charm  her  female  cuftomers,  and  of  co- 
quetiy,  fufHcient  to  captivate  the  men. 
With  thefe  advantages,  it  is  not  to  be 
doubted  but  Mrs.  Jones  rendered  her  fhop 
the  re  fort  of  many  refpedtable  people.  The 
variety  of  articles,  engaging  to  a  young 
mind,  which  were  therein  difplayed,  in- 
duced me  to  pay  frequent  vifits  to  the  miftrefs 
of  it;  who  feemed  much  pleafed  with  my 
vivacity. 

During  thefe  vifits,  I  became  acquainted 
with  moft  of  the  nobility  that  frequented 
the  fhop.  In  particular  I  formed  an  inti- 
macy with  three  ladies  of  quality,  twO' 
of  whom  honoured  me  with  their  friend- 
fhip  to  the  lat  ft  periods  of  their  lives.. 
Thefe  were  Lady  Caroline  Fitzroy,  the- 
Honourable  Mifs    Conway,    and    Mifs    St. 

I^eger.* 
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Leger.  The  firfl,  to  whom  I  acknowledge  I 
have  lain  under  many  obligations,  has  ^  can- 
celled them  ail,  by  doing  m.e  the  injuflice  to 
believe  me  capable  of  Ipeaking  fomething 
difrcfpeaful  of  her  ladyihip.  Hef  thus  giv- 
ing ear  to  the  tongue  of  flander  has  prevented 
me  from  ever  wifhing  to  renev/  the  intimacy 
with  which  (he  once  favoured  me.  As  I 
have  made  it  an  invariable  rule  never  to  hear 
any  thing  fpoken  in  company  to  the  difad- 
vantage  even  of  a  common  acquaintance, 
v/ithout  endeavouring  to  vindicate  them., 
(thinking  it  would  greatly  leiTen  me  to  bt 
confidered  as  the  companion  of  any  perfoH 
of  whom  I  entertained  an  unfavourable  opi- 
nion) is  it  to  be  fuppofed  I  fhould  fpeak 
ill  of  ouc  to  whom  I  was  greatly  obliged, 
and  had  alw;iys  hij_,hly  efteemied?  A  confci- 
oufnefs  of  not  having  deferved  her  ladyfhip'S 
difpkafure  1.  .3  fiipported  me  under  it.  And 
were  all  tho^e  of  my  own  fex  who  are  prone  to 
fpeak  (light iigi ./  of  others  upon  ill-grounded 
reports,  to  curb  this  j  ropenfity,  I  can  alTure 
therr^  they  would  reap  inexpr^flible  fatisfa6lion 
from  doing  fo— Pardon,  my  dear  madam,  this 
digrellion;  as  one  of  the  company,  you  ar6 
excepted,  you  know,  from  any  im.pliedcenfure. 
At  icncrth  the  lono;  wilhed  for  hour  of  Lord 
Tyrawley's  arrival  in  England  was  announced 
to  Mifs  Frazer  and  myfelf.  Upon  our  going 
to  Stratton-Streetj  where  his  lordihip  had 
taken  up  his  refidence,  he  received  us  botii 

ia 
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in  the  tendered  manner,  but  with  regard  to 
myfelf,  he  feemed  to  enjoy  fuch  hearc-felt 
pleafure  at  the  interview,  that  I  was  charmed 
with  rny  reception.  Donna  Anna's  fatisfaclion 
at  feeing  me  was  far,  very  far  iliort  of  his 
iordfhip's.  Nor  was  this  to  be  wondered  at, 
as  (he  had  feveral  children  of  her  own,  and 
confequently  dreaded  fo  formidable  a  rival  in 
his  Iordfhip's  favour,  as  I  was  likely  to  prove. 
But  her  malevolent  fhafts  v/ere  aimed  at  me 
through  my  beloved  friend,  to  whomfhewas 
continually  fnewing  marks  of  her  diflike. 
.Her  cunning  did:ating  to  her  that  his  lord- 
fhip  would  not  fufrer  any  perfon  to  treat  me 
ill,  with  impunity,  (he  took  this  miCthod  to 
give  me  pain.  And  fhe  could  not  have  pur- 
sued a  more  efFeftual  one. 

As  I  was  at  that  time,  and  have  ever  fince 
been  Heady  in  my  attachments,  I  could  not 
bear  to  fee  my  Maria  treated  thus  unl^indly. 
I  therefore  ufed  my  intereft  with  his  lordfhip 
to  remove  us  from  a  place  that  was  become 
difagreeable  to  me  on  miore  accounts  than 
one.  For  though  my  lord  lived  in  all  the 
fplendour  a  perfon  of  his  rank  is  entitled  to, 
and  indeed  much  beyond  his  income;  yet  his 
houfe  had  much  more  the  appearance  of  a 
Turkifii  feraglio  than  the  manllon  of  anEng- 
lifli  nobleman.  To  this  may  be  added,  that 
the  gloom  and  hypocrify  which  were  con- 
ilantly  vifible  on  the  countenance  of  his 
tawney  Dulcinea^  rendered  it  far  from  agree- 
able 
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able  to  a  young  creature  whofe  fpirits  were, 
probably,  too  valatile.  For  thefe  reafons  f 
prevailed  upon  his  lordfliip  to  place  us  at 
Mrs.  Jones's  in  St.  James's-Street;  where, 
as  he  fpent  much  of  his  time  at  White's  Cho- 
colate-Houfe,  he  called  in  upon  us  fome- 
times  twice  a  day. 

Here  we  found  ourfelves  very  comfortably 
fituated.  But  that  comfort  was  not  to  be  of 
long  duration.  I  now  began  to  experience 
the  viciiTitudes  of  fortune.  For  we  had  re- 
fided  but  a  fhort  time  at  our  new  abode,  be- 
fore I  lofl  my  much-loved  companion  Mifs 
Frazer,  She.  was  feized  with  the  meafles  ; 
and,  notwithftanding every  care,  fell  a  vidim 
to  that  difordcr.  Though  this  young  lady 
was  fome  years  older  than  myfelf,  and  of  a 
more  ferious  difpofition,  yet  the  regard  llie 
had  always  Ihewn  me  was  fo  tender  and  affec- 
tionatl^  and  fo  indulgent  was  fhe  to  m.y  flights 
of  fancy,  as  fhe  ufed  to  term  them,  thatwhilft 
I  loved  her  as  a  friend,  I  revered  her  as  a 
parent. 

There  is,  I  believe,  no  impreflion  that 
affects  fo  ftrongly  a  young  mind  as  the  fup- 
pontion  of  being  dear  to  another.  Though 
originating  merely  from  felf-love,  it  incites 
a  reciprocation.  The  very  idea  that  you  are 
pleafing,  ftimulates  you  to  render  yourfelf 
really  fo,  even  though  there  be  not  that  fimi- 
larity  of  manners  and  difpofition  on  which  an 
■  union  of  fouls  is  ufually  founded. 

My 
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My  grief  for  the  lofs  of  this  amiable  young 
lady  was  fo  excefiive,  that  it  endangered  my 
health;  and  for  fome  time  it  was  apprehended 
that  I  Ihould  go  into  a  decline.  Upon  this 
account  Lord  Tyrawley  took  a  little  box  in 
Bulhy  Park,  to  which  in  a  few  days  we  re- 
moved. The  fariiily  now  conriiled,of  his 
lordfhip.  Donna  Anna,  three  girls  all  by 
different  mothers,  and  myfclf.  The  boys 
were  pre viouily  fcnt  to  Mary-le-^Bonefchool, 
and  my  own  brother  was  at  fea. 

My  lord's  fondncfs  for  me  now  knew  no 
bounds.  He  not  only  thought  he  perceived 
in  my  features  the  perfedl  refembiance  of  his 
own,  but  he  flattered  himfelf  that,  v^ith  the 
aid  of  due  cultivation,  I  fhould  likewife 
inherit  his  wit,  which  was  univerfally  allowed 
to  be  really  brilliant. 

Not  long  after  we  were  at  Bufhy-Park, 
Donna  Anna  having  had  the  impudence  to 
atTum.e  the  title  of  Lady  Tyrawley,  during 
a  party  of  pleafure  in  which  fhe  and  the 
three  young  ladies  were  engaged,  his  lord- 
fhip was  fo  much  offended  thereat,  that  he 
ordered  them  all  iio  return  to  town.  So  that  I 
now  had  the  happinefs  of  his  lordfhip's  com- 
pany for  fix  days  in  the  week  entirely  to  my- 
felf.  On  the  remaining  day  (Sunday)  he 
was  always  of  his  late  majelly's  private  party 
to  Richmond.  He  ufually  returned  to  town 
the  fame  evening,  and  came  to  Buihy  the 
next  day. 

a  The 
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The  company  his  lordfhip  brought  with 
him,  which  were  chieBy  the  witty  and  the 
gay,  foon  perceived,  that  to  make  their  court 
to  him,  they  mull  be  lavifh  in  their  praifes  of 
me.  Accordingly,  I  became  the  objedl  of 
their  admiration,  and  was  made  to  believe 
that  I  was  adually  a  phenomenon.  Till  en- 
couraged by  the  flattery  I  daily  received,  I 
was  weak  enough  to  conceit  that  I  was  bleffed 
v/ith  talents  which  dame  Nature  had  never 
beftowed  upon  me.  Oh  flattery!  delufive 
charm  !  how  great  is  thy  power,  and  how 
pernicious  are  thy  effe(9:s !  Even  the  old  can- 
not withftand  thy  influence  ;  how  then  fliall 
the  young?  Open,  generous,  free  as  air,  in- 
capable of  deceit,  and  believing  others  as 
fincere  as  they  appear  to  be;  eafily  do  fuch 
fall  vidims  to  thy  bewitching  arts.  The  va- 
nity and  conceit  thou  art  the  caufe  of,  leave 
a  lading  im43reflion  on  the  mind,  and  too 
often  taint  the  whole  future  life.  Moll  care- 
fully then  fhould  our  fex  guard  againfl  the 
infinuating  venom. 

With  this  reflecSlion,  the  juftice  of  which 
I  doubt  not.  Madam,  but  you  will  readily 
admit,  I  fhall  conclude  my  letter.  And  in 
my  next  propofe  to  entertain  you  v/ith  a 
laughable  inllance  of  humbled  vanity. 

G.  A.  B. 


LET- 
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LETTER       Vr 

Oe'lober  28,   17— 

10  R  D  Tyrawley  having  prohibited  my 
_j  reading  CaiTandra,  the  only  romance  in 
his  library,  and  on  which  a  girl  of  my  age 
and  lively  difpofirion  would  naturally  have 
firil  laid  her  hands,  preferring  poetry  to  hif- 
tory,  I  endeavoured  to  learn  Pope's  Homer 
by  rote.  In  this  I  made  luch  proficiency, 
that  in  a  fliort  time  I  could  repeat  the  firil 
three  books.  When  I  thought  my felf  fuffi- 
ciently  perfe6t,  I  languillied  to  be  introduced 
to  the  incom.parable  author  of  themj  not 
doubting  but  he  would  be  as  much  charmed 
with  iTij  mianner  of  repeating  *^  The  wrath 
cf  Peleus'fo77,'"  as  I  myfelf  was. 

It  was  not  till  after  I  had  frequently  foli- 
cited  Lord  Tyrawley  upon  this  head,  that 
lie  would  liften  to  my  requefr.  At  length, 
however,  he  confented,  and  v/e  fet  off  to- 
gether-for  Twickenham.  As  T  rode  along, 
the  fuggeilions  of  vanity  overpow^ered  every 
apprehenfion ;  and  I  was  not  a  little  elated 
when  I  i'efle6led  on  the  confpicuous  figure 
I  was  about  to  make.  The  carriage  Hopped 
at  the  door.  We  were  introduced  to  this 
little  great  man.  But  before  I  had  time  to 
collect  myfelfi  or  examine  himy  Mr.  Pope 
rang  the  bell  for  his  houfekeeper,  and  di- 
rected her  to  take  A^ijs,  and  fliew  her  the 

gardens. 
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gardens,  and  give  her  as  niuch  fruit   as  fhc 
chofe  to  eat. 

How  fhall  1  find  words  to  exprefs  the  mor- 
tification I  felt  upon  this  occafion  !  It  is  noC 
in  the  power  of  language  to  defcribe  the  true 
fituation  of  my  mind,  on  finding  my  vanity 
thus  humbled.  It  is  to  be  fuppofed  I  was 
not  very  complaifant  to  the  old  lady.  But 
fhe  did  not  long  attend  me  ;  for  we  had 
fcarcely  got  into  the  gardens,  before  (he 
pretended  bufinefs,  and  left  me  to  admire 
them,  and  eat  fruit  by  myfelf 

I  was  not  in  the  leafl:  difpleafcd  at  the 
houfekeeper's  abrupt  departure,  as  it  gave 
me  leifure  to  meditate,  and  contrive  fome 
method  of refenting  fo  grofs  an  affront  offered 
to  the  infant  Bacier.  For  no  lefs  a  perfonage 
in  the  world  of  literature  did  I  fancy  that  I 
fhould  be,  when  my  amazing  powers  had 
acquired  perfedion.  At  lafl  1  concluded  to 
carry  into  execution  the  following  plan  of 
revenge :  I  determined  never  to  read  the 
cynic's  tranflation  of  the  Iliad  again,  buc 
wholly  to  attach  myfelf  to  Dryden's  Virgil. 
My  heart  exulted  in  the  thought;  and  I  ex- 
perienced thofe  fweet  fenfations,  which  arife 
from  the  hopes  of  being  amply  revenged  for 
infult.  But  whilft  I  was  indulging  myfelf 
in  this  pleafing  reverie,  I  was  informed  that 
the  carriage  waited, 

I  haftened  to  it^  and  when  I  joined  Lord 
Tyrawley,  found  that  he  had   prevailed  on 

Vol.  L  C  the 
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the  Earl  of  Cheflerfield,  who  had  happened 
to  come  in  jufl  after  my  fuppofcd  difgrace, 
to  accompany  us  to  Bufhy.  That  nobleman 
foon  made  me  amends  for  the  treatment  I 
had  jufl  received,  and  removed  the  chagrin 
it  had  occafioned.  The  elegant  praifes  of  a 
Cheflerfieid  tranfported  my  little  heart,  and 
atoned  for  the  cafual  contempt  of  a  Pope, 
They  filled  my  bofom  with  inconceivable 
pleafure,  and  imprefl:  upon  my  memory  fuch 
a  partiality  for  the  beftower  of  them,  as  was 
never  after  eradicated.  Indeed,  tl.e  favour- 
able opinion  he  honoured  me  with  in  my  pro- 
fefllon,  was  not  a  little  flattering,  and  claim- 
ed my  warmeft  gratitude. 

In  a  fhorc  time  after  this,  Tord  Tyrawley 
was  nominated  ambaffador  to  the  court  of 
RufTia.  Upon  which  occafion  one  of  the 
ladies  of  quality  before-mentioned,  defired 
Mrs  Jones,  at  whofe  fliop  I  had  firft  been 
honoured  with  her  notice,  to  inform  his 
lordfhip,  that  fne  fhould  be  happy  if  he 
v/ould  permit  me  to  refide  with  her  during 
hisabfence.  This  was  too  great  a  favour  to 
be  declined.  My  lord  accordingly  waited 
upon  her  ladyfhip,  to  return  her  thanks  for 
Jier  condefcending  offer,  and  at  the  fame 
time  to  mention  to  her,  his  prohibition  againfl 
.my  feeing  my  mother. 

That  unhappy  woman  had  lately  married 
an  officer,  a  fon  of  Sir  George  Walter,  quite 
a  diilipated  boy,   young  enough  to  be  her 

own 
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own  child.  As  this  unnatural  union  had 
been  di(5lated  by  pafTion,  fatiety  and  difgufl: 
foon  followed;  and  her  new  hufband  left  her 
to  join  his  regiment,  which  was  ftationed  at 
Gibraltar.  But  before  he  went  off,  he  ftript 
her  of  every  thing  valuable  fhe  was  pofielTed 
of,  even  to  her  apparel.  This  he  took  an 
opportunity  of  doing  whilft  my  mother  was  at 
the  theatre;  and  he  decorated  with  her  clothes 
a  woman  that  accompanied  him  abroad. 
Such  generally  are  the  confequences  of  an 
union  founded  folely  on  pafTion  ;  efpecially 
where  there  is  fo  great  a  difpari ty  of  years. 
By  fuch  an  imprudent  connection,  the  erring 
female  draws  on  herfelf  the  contempt  and 
ridicule  of  her  own  fex,  and  expofes  herfelf 
to  the  licentious  attacks  of  the  other. 

Whetherthediftrefled  fituation  my  mother 
found  herfelf  in,  from  the  depredations  com- 
mitttd  on  her  property  by  her  faithlefsliuf- 
band,  induced  her  to  wifh  to  fee  me,  that  I 
might  be  the  means  of  affording  her  fome  re- 
lief; or  whether  her  maternal  feelings  received 
additional  vigour  from  her  prefent  difbreffes, 
I  will  not  pretend  to  determine;  but  fhe  ap- 
plied to  the  very  fervant  who  had  formerly 
met  with  fo  rude  a  reception  from  her,  and 
whom  fhe  accufed  of  bringing  to  her  a  fuppo- 
fitious  child,  to  entreat  that  1  would  come  and 
refide  with  her.  In  doing  this.  Die  doubtlefs 
had  a  view  to  the  hundred  pounds  which  Lord 
Tyrawley  annually  allowed  me  for  clothes 
C  2  and 
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and  other  incidental  expences,  and  for  pay- 
ing my  maid-fervant. 

As  humanity  has  ever  been  my  ruling  paf- 
fion,  I  could  not  bear  to  think  that  my  parent, 
although  (he  had   been  unkind  to    me,  was 
reduced  to  a  ftate  of  poverty  ;  afflidled  with 
illnefs  J  and   abandoned   by  the  perfon  who 
ought  to  have  been  her  fupport  and  prote6lor; 
without  feeling  an   inclination  to   afford  her 
all  the  aififtance    in  my   power.     Liftening, 
therefore,  only  to  the  duteous  impulfe,  I  took 
with  me  the  fmall  fum  of  money  1  happened 
to  have  bym.e,  together  v/ith  my  watch,  which 
was  of  confiderable   value,  and  a  few  other 
trinkets,  and  hallened  to  my  mother's  houfc, 
without  even  taking  leave  of  the  lady  who  had 
kindly  prote6ted  me.     1  blufh    at  the  recol- 
ledlion;  as  her  ladyihip  certainly  deferved  a 
more    grateful    return.     But    tendernefs  for 
an  afflidted  parent  fupprefTed,    at    that  tim.e, 
every  other  confideration. 

My  motherfeemed  to  flrive  to  make  atone- 
ment for  the  flight  fne  had  formerly  fnewn 
me,  by  every  proof  of  indulgent  fondnefs. 
This  affedlionate  attention  made  me  ample 
^amends  for  the  lofs  of  that  fplendour  and  ele- 
gance 1  had  juil  left;  and  i  efceemed  myfelf 
tjuite  happy.  The  little  money  1  had  brought 
with  me,  was,  however,  but  a  temporary  relief. 
When  that  was  expended,  my  mother  bor- 
rowed as  much  as  ihe  could  upon  my  watch 
Aud  trinkets,   in  hopes  that  would  fupply  our 

necefiitics 
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neceflities  till  my  quarter's  falary  was  due. 
But  when  that  willied-for  hour  arrived,  to 
our  great  mortification,  we  found  that  ic 
would  no  longer  be  paid  up,  on  accoxint  of 
my  removal.  My  mother  now  difcovered, 
that  inflead  of  alleviating  her  ov/n  diflref-^ 
fes,  by  enticing  me  to  be  v/ith  her,  fhe  had 
added  two  perfons  to  her  family,  who  were 
obliged  to  look  up  to  her  for  fupport. 

An  opportunity  prefenting  itfelfhere,  by 
my  being  about  to  enter  on  a  new  fcene  of 
life,  for  breaking  off;  left  I  fhould  tire  you, 
as  I  have  done  myfelf,  I  Hiall  lay  down  my 
pen^  as  foon  as  I  have  alfured  you  that  I  am. 

Madam,  &c.  &c. 

G  A.  B. 


LETTER         VII. 

Nov.  5,  ij-^* 

T  IT  O  W  blind  are  mortals  to  the  future  ! 
^Ijj^  and  from  what  trivial  and  apparently 
accidental  circumftances  do  the  fuccefs  of 
misfortunes  of  our  lives  originate  1  To  in- 
tend for  the  bell:  is  all  that  lies  in  our 
power  ;  the  event  depends  on  *•*  that  unfeea 
hand  which  makes  all  our  moves.'*  Thut 
my  imprudent  removal  from  the  proteflion 
of  the  noble  patronefs  to  whofe  care  I  had 
C  3  btca 
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been  comKnitted  by  Lord  Tyrawley,  though 
the  motive  was  in  Ibme  meafure  allowable, 
as  it  proceeded  from  filial  affefliion,  laid  the 
foundation  of  all  thofe  errors  and  fjbfe- 
quent  misfortunes  which  have  been  my  lot, 
— But  to  proceed  with  my  narrative — 

My  mother  had  contraded  an  intimacy  of 
the  mofl  friendly  nature  with  a  lady  who 
was  lately  arrived  from  the  Eafl- Indies, 
v/here  her  huiband  was  then  a  governor. 
This  lady,  whofe  name  was  Jackfon,  had 
come  over  to  England  for  the  education  of 
her  two  daughters,  and  refided  in  Montpe- 
iier  Row,  Twickenham,  on  account  of  her 
ill  (late  of  health.  She  was  generous  to  ex- 
cels j  a  propenfity  which  her  hufband  ena- 
bled her  to  indulge,  by  allov/ing  her  a  very 
confidtrable  income.  As  iilnefs  prevented 
her  from  going  our,  or  feeing  much  com- 
pany, fhe  invited  my  mother  to  pafs  the 
fummer  with  her.  My  mother  accepted  the 
invitation,  and  at  the  conclufion  of  the  fea- 
fon  at  the  theatre,  took  me  down  with  her. 
Upon  our  arrival  I  was  introduced  to  the 
young  ladies,  who  were  about  my  own  age, 
^ntl  who  feemed  to  vie  with  each  other  to 
gain  the  firft  place  in  my  afFedions. 

As  we  were  walking  out  one  evening,  we 
•were  overtaken  by  the  celebrated  Mrs. 
Vv'offington,  Having  been  at  the  fame  the- 
atre in  Dublin  with  my  mother,  ihe  politely 

falutcd 
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faluted  her,  and  feemed  defirous  of  renew- 
ing the  acquaintance  which  had  once  iub- 
fiiled  between  them.  My  mother  fhewin^ 
no  reludance  on  her  part,  Mrs.  Woffington 
gave  her  a  preffing  invitation  to  fpendibme 
time  with  her  at  her  houfe  at  TedJlngton^ 
whither  fbe  was  then  going  ;  and  defired 
her  to  bring  me  with  her. 

Some  iinexpe(5led  company  coming  dowa 
foon  after,  to  vifit  Mrs.  Jackfon,  we  took 
that  opportunity  to  accept  the  invitation  Mrs. 
Woffington  had  given  us.  During  our  flay 
at  her  filler's,  I  became  acquainted  with  Mr> 
Sheridan,  a  celebrated  adlor,  and  a  compe- 
titor of  the  incomparable  Garrick.  '1  his 
gentleman  invited  us  to  his  apartments,  v;hica 
were  generally  crowded  with  Irifh  gentlemen 
from  the  college  of  Dublin.  Rofcius,  at 
this  time>  languifhed  to  be  reconciled  to 
Mrs.  Wofrington,  with  whom  he  had  forr 
merly  lived  upon  terms  of  intimacy.  For 
this  purpofe  he  obtruded  himfelfin  the  houfe 
of  a  gentleman  at  Kingfton,  of  whofe  talents^, 
which  were  great,  he  was  jealous  to  a  de- 
gree, though  they  lay  in  a  different  line  of 
a^ing.  Mr.  Sheridan's  hofpitaiity  was  as  v/ell 
known  as  Garrick's  parfimony  j  of  which  the 
latter  condefcendcd  to  avail  himfelf  I  flat- 
ter myfelf  i  fhall  be  credited  in  this  afler- 
tion,  as  I  declare  I  have  no  reafon  to  be 
partial  to  the  former,  as  w^ill  appear  in  the 
courfe  of  the  enfuing  letters, 

C  4  Tha 
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The  general  topic  of  converfation  among 
my  prefent  aiFociates  was  confined  to  thea- 
trical affairs  ;  with  which  I  was  totally  un- 
acquainted till  1  was  introduced  into  this 
^.circle.  The  charms  of  novelty,  however,- 
rendered  it  agreeable.  Whilil:  we  (laid  here, 
"it  was  agreed  on  to  perform  the  tragedy  of  the 
**  DiftrelTcd  mother,"  in  order  to  make  a 
trial  of  Mifs  Polly  Wofflngton  s  abilities,  who 
v/as  intended  by  her  filler  for  the  ftage.  My 
mother  and  Mrs.  Wofflngton  played  tlie  at- 
tendants j  Mr.  Garrick,  Ore  fie  s  j  Mr.  Sul- 
livan, a  Fellow  of  Trinity  College,  Dublin, 
Pyrrhusi  Mifs  Woiiington,  Hermoines  and 
iindromache  fell  to  my  lot. 

In  this  performance,  though  my  firfl,  Mr. 
Garrick  obferved  that  I  was  much  m.ore  in 
earnefl  than  the  young  lady  who  had  been 
accuftomed  to  theatrical  amuferaents.  And 
though  I  was  inferior  in  beauty  to  my  fair 
rival,  and  without  the  advantages  of  drefs, 
"which  fhe  enjoyed,  yet  the  laurel  was  be- 
flowed  upon  me.  All  the  people  of  falhion 
in  the  neighbourhood  honoured  our  barn  with 
their  prefence.  Among  thefe  was  the  late 
Sir  William  Young,  who  gave  it  as  his  opi- 
nion that  1  fliould  make  a  figure  in  a  capital 
line,  if  ever  1  came  upon  the  ftage. 

Upon  our  return  to  Twickenham,  we 
found  our  good  friend  Mrs.  Jackfon  fo  much 
indifpofed  that  her  life  was  defpaired  of. 
However,  through  my  mother's  care,  and  a 

favourable 
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favourable  crifis  in  her  diforder,  fhe  was  in  a 
fhorc  time  out  of  danger.  But  the  air  of  the 
country  being  judged  by  her  phyficians  to  be 
too  keen  for  her,  fhe  took  a  houfe  in  Hen'- 
rietta-Streer,  Covent  Garden  :  where  my  mo- 
ther, who  had  now  declined  a  profelTion  fhe 
had  never  been  calculated  for,  was  eafily 
prevailed  upon  to  become  her  guefl. 

About  this  time  a  letter  was  received  by 
Du  Vali  from  Lord  Tyrawley,  in  anfwer  to 
one  he  had  wrote  him,  in  which  his  Lordiliip 
not  only  declared  he  would  not  allow  me 
any  fupportj  but  renounced  me  for  ever.  So 
highly  was  he  exafperated  againfl  me  for 
difregarding  his  injundiions.  As  I  loved  hii 
lordfhip  fuperior  to  the  whole  world,  this  let- 
ter harrowed  up  my  very  foul.  Nor  did  it  give 
much  lefs  anguifli  to  my  poor  mother;  who 
now  became  fennble  of  her  indifcretion  in 
having  induced  me  to  leave  fo  eligible  a 
fituation  as  his  lordfliip  had  placed  me  in, 
and  thereby  forfeit  his  favour,  mq^rely  to- 
procure  herlelf  a  temporary  relief.  We  were> 
however,  obliged  to  fubmit,  and  refign  our- 
felves  to  that  hite  which  could  not  now  be 
averted. — I  have  often  thought  fince,  as  'I 
have  pondered  o^er  my  misfortunes,  that  we 
owe  the  greatefl  part  of  the  miferies  v/e 
experience  to  our  impa/ie^ce.  Not  patient 
enough  to  let  the  deiigns  of  Providence,  even 
when  they  appear  to  be  in  a  favourable  train, 
regularly  and  gradually  develop,  we  fancy 
C  5  we 
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we  can  get  pQirefTion  of  the  objedl  we  have 
in  view  by  a  fhorter  method;  and  having 
through  our  want  of  difcernment  broke  one 
of  the  links  of  the  chain,  the  wiflied  for 
happinefs  is  gone  for  ever. 

Forgive  me,  my  dear  Madam,  for  inter- 
fperfing  here  and  there  thefe  moral  reflec- 
tions. They  at  once  give  eafe  to  my  mind, 
and  when  they  fhall  reach  the  public  eye, 
may  prove  ferviceable  to  the  weaker  fex  5 
which  may  probably  be  admitted  as  fome 
atonement  for  the  errors  that  have  occa- 
iioned  them. 

My  mother  having  a  long  account  to  fet- 
tle with  Mr.  Rich,  the  falaries  at  that  time 
not  being  very  regularly  paid,  fhe  had  fre- 
quent occafions  for  calling  at  his  houfe. 
And  as  I  had  contrafted  an  intimacy  vv'ith 
the  young  ladies,  his  daughters,  to  whom  I 
had  been  introduced  before  we  went  into  the 
country,  i  was  happy  to  attend  my  mother 
wlienever  ilie  went. 

One  evening,  as  I  v/as  upon  a  vifit  there, 
we  agreed  amongourfelves-to  act  *'  Othello.** 
They  lent  me  the  play,  that  I  might  learn  my 
part,  which  was  to  be  that  of  Othello,  and 
promifed  me,  as  it  was  foon  to  be  perform- 
ed at  the  theatre,  a  feat  in  their  box  to  fee 
it.  When  we  were  perfe6t  in  the  words,  we 
began  to  rehearfe.  During  the  rehearfal,  as 
we  were  only  playing  for  our  own  amufc- 
inent,  and  1  concluded  w<i  were  not  over- 
heard. 
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heard,  I  gave  free  fcope  to  my  fancy  and 
my  voice;  and  I  really  believe  our  perfornn- 
ance  was  more  perfe61:,  as  it  was  truly  na- 
tural, than  if  it  had  been  aided  with  th'e 
ftudied  gnices  of  profeirors.  As  I  was  rav- 
ing in  all  the  extremity  of  jealous  madnefa, 
Mr.  Rich  accidentally  pafTed  by  the  room  in 
which  we  were  rehearfing.  Attracted,  33^ 
he  afterwards  laid,  by  the  powerful  fweetnefs 
of  the  Moor*s  voice,  v;hich  he  declared  to  be 
fuperior  to  any  he  had  ever  heard,  he  iiflened 
without  interrupting  our  performance;  but  as 
foonas  it  was  concluded,  he  entered  the  room, 
and  paid  me  a  thoufand  compliments  on  my 
theatrical  abilities.  Among  other  things  he 
hid,  that  in  his  opinion  I  fhould  make  one 
of  the  firll  a6lrcfres  in  the  world  ;  adding, 
that  if  1  could  turn  my  thoughts  to  the. 
iiage,  heUiould  be  happy  to  engage  me. 

Not  a  little  vain  o{  receiving, thsfe  enco- 
miums from  a  perfon,  who  from  his  fituation 
muft  be  a  competent  judge,  I  went  home  and 
informed  my  mother  of  what  had  happened. 
At  firft  fhe  was  averfe  to  ray  accepting  the 
propoilil,  hav4ng  experienced  herfelf  all  the 
difadvantages  attendant  on  a  theatrical  life.; 
but  Mrs.  Jackfon  uniting  her  perfuafions  with 
tliofe  of  Mr.  Rich,  (lie  at  length  confeated. 
She,  however,  complied  only  on  condition 
that  the  manager  would  aiTure  her  of  his  fup- 
porting  me  in  a  capital  line.  This  Mr.  Rich 
agreed,  to  doi  and  that  the  m.ore  readily,  as, 
C  6.  '        .         in 
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in  his  opinion,  the  ladies  belonging  to  his 
theatre  Vv^ere  not  altogether  fuited  either  for 
the  charadlers  of  young  heroines  in  tragedy, 
_or  of  fprightly  girls  in  genteel  comedy. 
Mrs.  Horton  had  nothing  but  a  beautiful 
face  to  recommend  her ;  Mrs.  Pritchard*s 
font  lay  in  a  different  walk  ;  and  Mrs. 
CHve*s  merit  was  always  fo  unrivalled,  that 
^'hatever  I  can  fay  in  praife  of  that  darling 
daughterof  Thalia,  will  not  equal  herdefert- 
Here,  as  I  am  now  arrived  at  another 
principal  rera  in  my  life,  that  of  my  en- 
trance into  the  theatrical  world,  permit  me. 
Madam,  to  give  a  little  refpite  to  my  ach- 
ing fingers. 

G.  A.  B. 


LETTER         YIII. 

Nov.  2iy  17— • 

Is  I  T  down  once  more^  Madam,  to  con- 
tinue my  narrative.  My  entrance  on  my 
theatrical  career  is,  if  I  recoiled,  to  be  th« 
contents  of  this  letter. 

At  the  time  I  entered  into  an  agreement 
with  Mr.  Rich,  I  was  jufl  fourteen  ^  of  a 
ligure  not  inelegant,  a  powerful  voice,  light 
as  the  goiTamer,  of  inexhauftible  fpirits,  and 
poflefled  of  fome  hmnour.  From  thefe  qua- 
iiiicatious  he  formed  thejnoft  fanguine  hopes 

of 
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of  my  fuccefs,  and  determined  that  I  fhould 
immediately  make  trial  of  them.  I  had  per- 
fected myfelf  in  the  two  chara6lers  of  Mo- 
nimia  and  Athenais,  and  according  to  my 
own  judgment  had  made  no  inconfiderable 
proficiency  in  them.  The  former  was  fixed 
on  for  my  firil  appearance. 

Mr.  Rich  now  thought  it  time  to  intro- 
duce me  to  Mr.  Quin,  then  the  mod  capital 
performer  at  Covent-Garden;  and  capital  he 
was,  indeed,  in  thofe  chara6lers  which  his 
figure  fuited.  This  gentleman,  at  that  period, 
governed  the  theatre  with  a  rod  of  iron.  Mr. 
Rich,*  though  the  proprietor,  was,  through 
his  indolence,  a  mere  cypher.  He  was, 
however,  when  he  had  refolved  on  any  thing, 
the  moft  determined  of  men.  After  waiting 
fome  time  at  the  door  of  the  lion's  den, 
as  the  people  of  the  theatre  had  denominated 
Mr.  Quin's  drefTing-room,  we  were  at  length 
admitted.  It  is  necefiary  here  to  obferve, 
that  this  gentleman  never  condefcended  to 
enter  the  Green- Room,  or  to  mix  with  the 
Other  performers,  all  of  whom  he  was  unac- 
quainted with,  except  Mr.  Ryan,  for  whom 
he  entertained  a  particular  friendlhip,  which 
Jailed  till  Mr.  Ryan's  death. 

He  no  fooner  heard  Mr.  Rich  propofe 
my  appearing  in  the  charadcer  of  Monimia, 
than  v/ith  the  m.oft  fovereign  contempt,  he 
cried  out,  "  It  will  not  do.  Sir."  Upon 
which,  the  manager,  to  his  infinite  furprife, 

replied. 
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replied,  **  It  fhall  do,  Sir."  I  was  fo  fright- 
ened at  Mn  Qnin's  auflere  deportment,  that 
had  he  requeiled  me  to  give  him  a  fpecimea 
of  my  abilities,  it  would  not  have  been  in  my 
power.  But  he  held  me  too  cheap  to  put 
me  to  the  trial.  After  feme  further  alterca- 
tion had  palled,  which  was  not  much  in  my 
favour,  Mr.  Quin  at  laft  deigned  to  look  at 
ine,  faying,  at  the  fame  tmie,  *^  CbiU,  I 
*' would  advife  you  to  play  Serina,  befoi-e 
*'  you  think  of  Monimia."  This  farcafm 
roufed  my  fpirits,  which  before  were  much, 
funk,  and  I  pertly  replied,  **  If  1  did,  Sir^. 
•*^  I  fliould  never  live  to  play  the  Orphan," 

Still,  however,  he  infiflcd  on  the  imfropriely- 
of  a  child's  attempting  a  charader  of  fuch  im- 
portance. But  the  real  caufe  feemed  to  be, 
that  he  was  confcious  he  himfelf  could  play 
the  character  of  young  Chamont  with  very 
Wttlc  p?^oj)rie^y',  as  neither  his  agenorfigure  by 
any  means  fuited  it,  and  as  Mr.  Garrick  had 
gained  fo  much  reputation  in  the  chara6ler» 
He  concluded  v/ith  faying,  if  Mr.  Rich  per- 
fiiled  in  fuch  an  abfurd  refolution,  he  would, 
publicly  declare  his  fentiments  upon  the  fub- 
jed  ;  acd  further,  that  he  would  not  attend 
the  rehearfilsi  being  perfuaded  the  manager 
would  feverely  repent  his  having  counte- 
nanced fo  improper  an  exhibition. 

It  may  be  fuppofed  that  this  converfation 
was  not  very  pleafing  to  me.  As  for  Mr. 
Rich,  the  oppofition  he  met  with,  feemed. to 

increafe 
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increafe  his  refolution  ;  and  taking  me  by 
the  hand,  he  led  meout  of  the  DreiTing  Room, 
affuring  me  aloud,  that,  let  who  would  op- 
pofe,  he  would  prote6l  me;  and  would  let  every 
one  in  the  company  know  that  he  would  be 
the  Mafter  of  it,  when  he  chofe  to  be  at  the 
trouble*  Before  he  quitted  the  fcenes,  he  - 
ordered  the  prompter  to  call  a  rehearfal  of 
the  "  Orphan"  the  next  morning.  When 
that  hour  arrived,  the  tv/o  gentlemen  who 
were  to  play  miy  lovers,  Caftalio  and  Poly- 
dore,  in  order  to  pay  their  court  to  Mr. 
Quin,  did  not  think  proper  to  appear.  Mr. 
Rich,  however,  to  convince  them  he  would 
be  obeyed,  fined  them  more  than  the  ufual 
mul61:.  Even  Serina,  who  was  only  an  at- 
tendant upon  tragedy  Queens,  fmiied  con- 
temptuoufly  on  the  poor  Orphan. 

Mr.  Rich  kindly  endeavoured,  by  every 
means  in  his  power,  to  fupport  me  under  this 
mortifying  oppoOtion ;  and  he  took  a  very 
effeduai  method  of  doing  it.  The  drelTes 
of  the  theatrical  ladies  were  at  this  period 
very  indifferent.  The  EmprefTes  and  Queens 
were  confined  to  black  velvet,  except  on 
extraordinary  occaaons,  when  they  put  on  an 
embroidered  or  tiffue  petticoat.  The  young 
ladies  generally  appeared  in  a  caft  gown  of 
fome  perfon  of  qualitys  and  as  at  this  epoch 
the  women  of  that  denomination  were  not 
blefb  with  the  taile  of  the  prefent  age,  and  had 
much  rnore  a:conomy>  the   ftage  brides  and 

virgiaa 
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virgins  often  made  their  appearance  in  altered 
habits,  rather  foiled.  As  the  nnanager  had  in 
hisjuvenile  days  made  the  fair  fex  his  principal 
ftudyj  and  found  the  love  ofdrefs  their  darling 
foible,  he  concluded  that,  as  a  true  daughter 
ofEve,  Iwas  not  exempt  from  it.  He  there- 
forethought  there  could  be  no  better  method 
of  putting  me  in  a  good  humour  v^ith  myfelf, 
and  compenfating  for  the  affronts  I  had  lately 
received,  than  by  taking  me  to  his  mercer's, 
and  permitting  me  to  choofe  the  clothesl  was  to 
appear  in.  A  circumftance  which  evinced  his 
partiality,  as  he  had  always  been  unwilling  to 
indulge  even  his  firil  performers  in  this  point. 

The  following  morning  Caflalio  and  Poly- 
dore  attended  the  rehearfal,  but  my  brother 
Chamont  was  inexorable.  Mr.  Hale  mumbled 
i'^'^rC  aft  alio,  and  Mr.  Ryan  ix'i^i/f/^iiPolydore, 
This  gentleman,  from  the  accident  of  having 
been  fliot  in  the  mouth  by  rufnans,  had  a 
tremor  in  his  voice,  which,  till  you  were 
accuftom^ed  to  it,  was  very  difagreeable.  But 
from  his  utility  in  playing  every  night,  the 
difcordance  of  it  grew  familiar  to  the  ear, 
and  was  not  fo  difpleaung.  1  have  often  heard 
Mr.  Garrick  fay,  that  the  greateft  part  of 
his  merit  in  the  charader  of  Richard,  arofe 
from  the  obfervations  he  had  made  on  Mr. 
Ryan's  manner  of  pUying  it. 

Having  an  opportunity  of  feeing  the  piece 
performied  atDrury-Lane-Theatre  the    night 
before  my  appearance,  it  made  me  more  ac- 
quainted 
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i|uainted  with  tht  jsu  de  theatre  thzn  tv/^nty 
rchearfals  would  have  done.  The  public, 
who  always  incline  to  the  humane  fide,  and 
efpoufe  the  caiiie  of  the  injured,  as  foon  as 
the  treatment  I  met  with  was  known,  took 
umbrage  at  v/hat  they  termed  illiberal  pro- 
ceeding towards  a  young  adlrefs,  and  I  be- 
lieve in  the  end,  the  oppofition  that  was 
formed  againft  me  was  of  advantage  to  me. 
J  own  I  v/as  fomcwhac  alarmed  when  I  re- 
fleded  on  my  prefumption  in  appearing  in  fo 
capital  a  character  after  the  inimitable  Mrs. 
Cibber. 

At  length  the  dreadful  evening  arrived.— 
But  as  fo  interelling  an  event,  the  bare  re- 
colledion  of  which  I  ilill  tremble  at,  furely 
deferves  to  be  recorded  in  a  letter  by  itfclf, 
J  ihall  here  put  an  end  to  this. 

G.  A.  B. 

LETTER.  IX. 

Nov.  27,  17 — • 

THE  dreaded  evening  at  length  arrived. 
Previous  to  it,  Mr.  Quin  having  in  all 
companies  declared  it  as  his  opinion,  that  I 
fhould  not  fucceed;  and  Mr.  Rich,  on  the 
contrary,  having  been  as  lavifh  in  my  praife; 
the  public  curiofity  was  much  more  excited, 
than  if  there  had  been  no  contention  about 
me.  The  curtain  drew  up  to  a  fplendid  au* 
dience,  which  feldom  happened  at  Covent- 
Garden-Theatre,  except  when  a  new  or  re- 
vived pantomime  was  reprefented. 

It 
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It  is  impoITible  to  defcribe  my  fenfations 
on  my  firft  entrance.  1  was  fo  much  dazzled 
by  the  lights,  and  dunned  by  the  repeated 
plaudits,  that  T  was  for  fome  time  deprived 
both  of  memory  and  voice.  1  Hood  like  a 
flatue.  Till  compaflion  for  my  youth,  and 
probably  fome  prepoffefTion  for  my  figure, 
and  ^r^j,  which  wasyf^;2p/y  elegant y  a  circum- 
ftance  not  very  cuflomary,  induced  a  gentle- 
man, who  was  di(flator  to  the  pit,  and  there- 
fore ludicroufly  denominated  Mr.  Town,*  to 
call  out,  and  order  the  curtain  to  be  dropped, 
till  I  could  recover  my  confufion. 

This  caufed  iMr.  Quin  to  exult  fo  m^uch^ 
that  Mr.  Rich  entreated  me  in  the  moflearneft 
manner  to  exert  my  powers.  But  his  en- 
treaties were  ineffedual.  For  when  I  made 
the  next  attempt,  my  apprehenfions  fo  totaU/ 
overpowered  me,  that  I  could  fcarcely  be 
heard  in  the  iide- boxes.  The  applaufe,  in- 
deed, was  fo  univerfal,  during  the  firfl  a6t,  for 
what  did  not  reach  the  ears  of  the  audience, 
that  had  I  polTefTed  my  full  powers  of  exer- 
tion,  they  could  not  have  profited  by  theno. 

The  manager  having  pledged  himfelf  for 
myfuccefs,  he  had  planted  all  his  friends  in 
different  parts  of  thehoufe,  to  infure  it.  But 
when  he  found  that  I  was  unable  to  raife  my 
fpirits,  he  was  as  diftradled  as  if  his  own  fate, 
and  that  of  his  theatre,  had  depended  upon  ic 

«  Mr.autty* 

He 
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He  once  more  had  recourfe  toperfuafion  arid 
encouragement-,  but  nothing  could  roufe  me 
from  my  ftupidity  till  the  fourth  ad.  This 
was  the  critical  period  w^hichwas  to  determine 
my  fate.  By  this  criterion  was  I,  as  an  adrefs, 
to  (land  or  fall.  When,  to  the  aftonifliment 
of  the  audience,  the  furprife  of  the  perform- 
ers, and  the  exultation  of  the  manager,  I 
felt  myfelf  fuddenly  infpired.  I  blazed  out 
at  once  with  meridian  fplendour  j  and  I  ac- 
quitted myfelf  throughout  the  whole  of  this 
mod  arduous  part  of  the  charader,  in  which 
even  many  veterans  have  failed,  with  the 
greatefl:  eclat, 

Mr.  Quin  was  fo/^r/;;^/^J(as  he  expreffed 
himfcif)  at  this  unexpeded  exertion,  that  he 
waited  behind  the  fcenes  till  the  conclufion  of 
the  ad  ;  when  lifting  me  up  from  the  ground 
in  a  tranfport,  he  exclaimed  aloud,  *'  Thou 
'^  art  a  divine  creature,  and  the  true  fpiritis 
*'  in  thee."  The  audience,  likewife,  honoured 
me  with  the  higheft  marks  of  their  approbation. 
As  for  Mr.  Rich,  heexprelTed  as  much  triumph 
upon  this  occafion,  as  he  ufuaily  did  on  the 
fuccefs  of  one  of  his  darling  pantomimes. 

The  performers,  who,  half  an  hour  before, 
had  looked  upon  me  as  an  objed  of  pity,  now 
crowded  around  me  to  load  me  with  compli- 
ments of  gratuiation.  And  Mr.  Quin,  in  order 
to  compenfate  for  the  contempt  with  which  he 
had  treated  me,  was  warmer,  if  poHible,  inhis 
eulogiums,  than  he  had  been  in  his  farcafms. 

Thisj 
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This,  I  own  appears  to  be  a  bold  afTcrtion, 
as  the  pungent  fait  of  hisfatire  often  got  the 
better  of  the  goodnefs  of  his  heart;  which  I 
have  reafon  to  think  one  of  the  beil  that  ever 
inhabited  mortal's  bofom. 

The  novelty  of  fuch  fuccefs  attending  a 
child  (for  from  my  appearance  I  could  not  be 
judged  to  be  fo  old  as  I  really  was)  againft  the 
united  forceofaGarrick  andaCibber,  attraifl- 
ed  the  notice  of  the  public  fo  much,  that  the 
piece  was  performed  three  nights  fucceflively. 
This  was  a  fingular  circumftance  at  that  time, 
as  the  *'  Orphan"  was  an  old  play,  much  hack- 
neyed, and  fupported  by  only  one  charader. 
For  though  Mr.  Quin  was  mod  juftiy  cele- 
brated, as  I  have  already  obferved,  in  every 
character  which  his  figure  and  time  of  Jifefuit- 
cd,  yet  as  he  was  now  near  fixty,  and  rather 
corpulent,  he  certainly  was  a  very  unfit  bro- 
ther for  a  girl  of  my  age.  So  flattering  a  re- 
ception, it  may  be  naturally  fuppofed,  elated 
a  heart  rendered  vain  by  praifes  furpafTing 
my  mofl  fanguine  expedations. 

Mr.  Quin  being  thus  become  my  friend, 
he  made  enquiry  relative  to  my  mother's 
character  and  circumftances,  with  which  he 
appeared  to  be  totally  unacquainted,  not- 
withilanding  flie  had  performed  at  the  fame 
theatre  with  him  for  years.  Being  fatisfied 
with  the  inquiries  he  made,  he  was  deter- 
mined not  to  oblige  by  halves,  finding  I 
was  the  reputed  daughter  of  his  old  fricwd 

Lord 
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Lord  Tyrawley,  in  order  not  to  alarm  our 
fears,  or  mortify  the  dignity  of .  our  minds, 
he  enclofed  a  bank  bill  in  a  blank  cover,  and 
fent  it  to  my  mother  by  the  penny-pofl. 
And  not  fatisfied  with  having  adminiftered  to 
our  wants,  he  took  every  opportunity  of  {hew- 
ing us  refped:.  In  particular,  he  favoured 
me  with  a  general  invitation  to  the  fuppers  he 
ufually  gave  four  times  a  week;  enjoining  me 
at  the  fame  time  never  to  come  alone  j  '*  be- 
caufe,"  as  he  jocularly  faid,  "  he  was  not  too 
"  old  to  be  cenfured/' 

All  the  literati  of  tiie  age  frequented  thefe 
pjirties,  where  wit,  repartees,  bon-mots,  con- 
viviality, and  good  cheer,  went  hand  in  hand. 
The  converfation  at  thefe  repafts  turned  on 
the  literary  prod uii ions  of  the  day.  And  as 
mod  of  the  gentlemen  prefent  were  thcm- 
felves  authors,  they  either  candidly  acknow- 
ledged the  merit  of  the  works  which  were 
the  fubjedb  of  difculTion,  or  with  perfedl 
good- breeding,  and  true  critical  knowledge^ 
pointed  out  their  dcfedls. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  all  chara6lers 
have  their  bright  and  Jhaded  parts.  The 
more  fplendid  the  onr,  the  deeper  generally 
are  the  traits  of  the  other.  Thus  it  was 
with  Mr  Quinj  who,  with  the  moll  liberal 
mind  and  benevolent  heart,  had  his  whims, 
his  prepofleiTions^  and  his  prejudices  ;  many 
of  which  he  frequently  expreifed  in  language 
fomewhat  too  farcallic,  and  not  overdelicate. 

But 
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Butperfedlion  is  not  to  be  expedtcd  in  this 
trafifitory  flate. 

From  fome  palTages  in  feveral  of  the  fore- 
goingletters,  it  nniay  beobferved,  thatlearned 
converfations  were  not  unacceptable  to  me. 
And  I  found  my  judgment  more  enlightened 
by  the  remarks  made  at  Mr.  Qiiin's  p^tits 
Joupers^  than  if  1  had  read  all  the  literary 
produ6lions  which  made  their  appearance  at 
that  time.  Mrs.  Jackfon  ufually  did  me  the 
honour  to  accompany  me  there  ;  where  fhe 
one  evening  met  with  a  relation  fhe  had  not 
feen  for  fome  years  j  and  who  fhould  this  be, 
but  Mr.  Thomfon,  a  gentleman  not  lefs  cele- 
brated for  his  goodnefs,  than  for  his  admira- 
ble poetical  works,  "  The  Seafons,  &c." 

Whilll  Mr.  Quin  is  the  immediate  fubje^l 
of  my  pen,  I  will  beg  leave  to  relate  an 
anecdote  of  him,  which  will  be  for  ever  im- 
printed on  my  memory,  and  does  infinite  ho- 
nour to  ^/V.  During  the  time  he  had  the 
chief diredion  at  Covent-Garden  Theatre, 
he  revived  "  The  Maid's  Tragedy,"  written 
by  Beaumont  and  Fletcher.  In  it  he  played 
the  charader  of  Melancius ;  Mrs.  Pritchard, 
Evadne;  and  myfelf,  Afpafia.  One  day,  after 
the  rehearfal  was  finifhed,  he  defired  to  fpeak 
with  me  in  his  drefling  room.  As  he  had 
always  carefully  avoided  feeing  me  alone,  I 
was  not  a  little  furprifed  at  fo  unexpeded  an 
invitation.  My  apprehenfions  even  made  me 
fear  that  I  had,  by   fome   means   or   other, 

2  offended 
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offended  a  man,  whom  I  really  loved  as  a 
father.  My  fears,  however,  were  not  of 
long  duration.  For  as  foon  as  I  had  entered 
his  dre fling- room,  he  took  me  by  the  hand, 
with  a  fmile  of  ineffable  benignity,  and  thus 
addreffed  me;  "  My  dear  girl ;  you  are  vaftly 
*^  follov/ed,  I  hear.  Do  not  let  the  love  of 
**  finery,  or  any  other  inducement,  prevail 
**  upon  you  to  commit  an  indifcretion.  Men 
^^  in  general  are  rafcals.  You  are  young  and 
^"^  engaging,  and  therefore  ought  to  be  doubly 
"  cautious.  If  you  want  any  thing  in  my 
"  power,  which  money  can  purchafe,  come 
*'  to  me,  and  fay,  "  James  Quin,  give  me, 
*^  fiich  a  thing."  and  my  purfe  fhall  be  always 
*^  at  your  fervice.'*  The  tear  of  gratitude 
flood  in  my  eye,  at  this  noble  inilance  of 
generofity ;  and  his  own  gliflened  with  that 
of  humanity  and  felf-approbation. 

With  a  ftory,  fo  much  to  the  honour  of 
that  worthy  man,  and  fo  pleafing,  even  in 
recolledion,  to  myfeif,  will  I  conclude  this 
letter. 


G.  A.  B. 


LETTER 
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LITTER        X. 

Dec.  7,   17—, 

W  THAT  little  merit  I  had,  was  foon  af- 
W  ter  rendered  more  confpicuous  by 
my  undertaking  the  part  of  Eudofiaj  in 
^'  The  Siege  of  Damafcus/'  at  a  night's  no- 
tice, on  the  fudden  indifpofition  of  Mrs. 
Pritchard.  Upon  thefc  occafions,  the  au- 
dien(^e  are  always  peculiarly  indulgent,  and 
fo  I  found  them.  The  public  thought  they 
difcovered  from  this  promptitude,  indelible 
marks  of  genius,  much  fuperior  to  thofe 
naturally  to  be  expecSted  from  a  girl  fo  re^- 
cently  engaged  in  a  profefTion,  a  pcrfe6t 
knowledge  of  which  was  only  to  be  attained 
by  a  length  of  time,  and  the  clofeft  appli- 
cation. 

I  had  likewife,  about  this  period,  the 
hsppinefs  to  acquire  the  approbation  and  pa- 
tronage of  two  ladies  of  the  firft  diflinclion; 
the  late  Dutchefs  of  Montague,  then  Lady 
Cardigan,  and  her  Grace  of  Queenfberry. 
Both  thefe  ladies  favoured  me  with  their 
fupport,  fo  far  as  to  grace  the  theatre  when 
ever  1  performed.  An  attention  which  was 
the  more  flattering,  as  the  latter  had  not 
honoured  a  playhoulc  with  her  prefence  fincc 
the  death  of  her  favourite  Gay. 

As  Mr.  Rich  could  not  afford,  from  the  re- 
ceipts of  the  theatre,   to   allow  me  a  falary 

equal 
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tqual  to  the  fuccefs  I  met  with,  and  the  ca- 
pical  parts  I  performed,  he  gave  me  a  benefit, 
free  of  all  expences,  upon  one  of  his  ozvn 
nights,  in  order  to  prevent  difcord  in  the 
company.  Though  the  public  appeared  to  be 
much  interefled  in  my  favour,  yet  as  1  had 
but  few  friends,  except  thofe  who  out  of  ci- 
vility to  Mr.  Quin  cfpoufcd  my  interefl.  I 
had  very  little  reafon  to  exped  that  it  would 
prove  lucrative. 

Some  days  before  that  fixed  for  my  bene- 
fit, I  received  a  mefTage  whilfl  I  was  at  the 
theatre,  to  be  at  Queenfberry-Houfe  the  next 
day  by  twelve  o'clock.  As  I  thought  it 
iikewife  incumbent  on  me  to  wait  on  the 
Countefs  of  Cardigan,  who  had  honoured 
me  with  equal  marks  of  approbation.  I 
drefled  myfelf  early,  and,  taking  a  chair, 
went  firft  to  Privy-Garden.  1  had  there  eve- 
ry reafon  to  be  pleafed  with  the  reception  her 
ladyfhip  gave  me,  who  joined  poiitenefs  to 
•every  virtue. 

But  at  Queenfberry-Houfe,  my  reception 
was  far  otherwife.  Her  Grace  was  determin- 
ed to  mortify  my  vanity,  before  fhe  pro- 
moted my  interefl.  Quite  elated  with  Lady 
Cardigan's  flattering  behaviour,  I  ordered 
the  chairmen  to  proceed  to  Queenfberry- 
Houfe,  Soon  after  the  rat-tat  had  been 
given,  and  my  name  announced  to  the  por- 
ter, the  groom  of  the  chambers  appeared. 
I  defired  him  to  acquaint  her  Grace,  that  I 

Vol.  1.  D  was 


62  THELIFEOF 

was  come  to  wait  npon  her.  But  how  was 
I  furprifed,  when  he  returned  and  infornned 
me,  that  her  Grace  knew  no  fuch  perlbn ! 
My  aftonifhment  at  this  meflage  was  greatly 
augmented,  by  the  certainty  I  entertained  of 
a  ready  admittance.  I  afliired  the  domefi:ic> 
that  it  was  by  the  Dutchefs's  own  directions, 
I  had  taken  the  liberty  to  wait  on  her.  To 
which  he  replied,  that  there  muil  have  been 
fome  miftake  in  the  delivery  of  it.  In  this 
mortifying  fituation,  I  had  nothing  to  do, 
but  to  return  home.  Ludicrous  and  humi- 
liating as  the  foregoing  fcene  mud  be,  I  can- 
not avoid  relating  it,  as  it  may  ferve  as  a 
kflbn  to  many,  who  too  readily  give  way 
to  the  impulfes  of  vanity.  Young  minds  are. 
naturallyprone  to  it.  JVJine  confequently  was. 
And  this  well-timed  rebuke,  however  grac- 
ing, was  the  greatefl  proof  of  regard  her 
Grace  could  have  given  me. 

I  went  home  with  no  very  pleafing  fenfa- 
tions,  as  1  expeded  to  receive  the  taunts  of 
a  female  relation  upon  the  occafion,  who 
had  lately  arrived  from  Ireland,  and  on 
whom  my  mother  doated.  As  this  perfon 
will  be  frequently  mentioned  in  the  courfe 
of  my  narrative,  and  was  the  caufe  of  many 
of  the  inconveniences  I  afterwards  fuffered, 
it  may  not  be  amifs  to  acquaint  you,  that 
her  deformed  body  was  a  fit  receptacle  for 
her  depraved  mind. 

According 
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According  to  Hogarth's  rule^,  indeed, 
her  perfon  may  be  faid  to  abound  in  all  the 
graces  annexed  to  the  idea  of  beauty,  as  fhe 
had  not  a  ftraight  line  about  her.  And  her 
mind  was  no  lefs  crooked  than  her  body. 
She  had  taken  a  diflike  to  me  on  her  firft 
coming  over;  but  for  what  reafon  I  cannot 
account;  and  her  averfion  feemed  to  increafe 
with  my  fuccefs  on  the  (lage.  To  fuch  a 
height  was  it  now  rifen,  that  it  was  the  caufe 
of  much  unhappinefs  to  me.  So  that  I  was 
at  length  obliged  to  complain  to  Mrs.  Jackfon, 
who  requefted  my  mother  to  provide  for  her 
clfewhere,  but  without  eiFcd. 

According  to  my  -expedations,  I  had  no 
fooner  returned  from  Queenfberry-Houfej 
and  inform-ed  my  mother  of  the  reception,  I 
had  met  with  there,  than  this  relation  per- 
fuaded  her  that  the  invitation  was  merely  a 
chimera  of  my  own  brain,  generated  by  ray 
infupportable  vanity.  So  virulent  was  her 
behaviour,  that  in  order  to  avoid  her  far- 
•cafms,  I  pretended  bufinefs  at  the  theatre, 
in  the  evening,  and  went  there. 

Upon  my  entering  the  Green-Room,  I  was 
accofied  by  Prince  Lobkowitz,  who  was 
then  here  in  a  public  charadler,  requelling  a 
box  at  my  -benefit,  for  the  corps  dtphmatique» 
After  thanlcing  his  Highnefs  for  the  honour 
intended  me,  1  informed  him  they  might  be 
accommodated  with  aftage-box;  and  fending 
for  the  houfe-kceper,  defircdhe  would  make 
D  2  an 
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an  entry  in  his  book  to  this  purpofe.  But 
how  great  was  my  furprife,  when  he  acquaint- 
ed me  1  had  not  a  box  to  difpofe  of;  every 
one,  except  thofe  of  the  Countefs  of  Car- 
digan, the  Cutchefs  Dowager  of  Leeds,  and 
J.ady  Shaftefbnry,  being  retained  for  her 
Grace  the  Dutchefs  of  Queenfberry.  I  could 
not  help  thinking  but  the  man  was  joking,  as 
he  himfelf  had  delivered  me  the  meiTage  from 
her  Grace  the  night  before,  and  that  I  found 
to  be  a  deception.  He  however  ilill  perfifted 
in  what  he  faid,  and  further  added,  that  the 
Dutchefs  had  likewife  fent  for  two  hundred 
and  fifty  tickets.  This  made  me  more  at  a 
lofs  to  account  for  the  cavalier  treatmtcnt  I 
had  received  in  the  morning. 

Here,  left  you  complain  of  the  length  of 
my  letters,  I  will  leave  off. 

a  A.  B. 


LETTER  XI. 

Dec.  2},  17— f. 

'YJ  ^  S  Highnefs  Prince  Lobkowitz  con- 
J^J^  defcended  to  put  up  with  a  balcony 
for  himfelf  and  friends  j  and  I  haftened 
home,  at  once  to  make  known  to  my  mo- 
ther my  good  fortune,  and  to  retaliate  upon 
my  inimical  relation.  To  add  to  my  fatif- 
fadion,  when  I  got  home,  I  found  a  note 

from 


G.      A.      B  E  L  L   A  M  Y.  6^ 

from  her  Grace,  defiring  I  would  wait  upon 
her  the  next  morning.  This  being  fuch  an 
evident  proof  of  my  veracity,  which  it  had 
given  me  inexprefTible  uneafmefs  to  have 
doubted,  I  experienced  proportionable  plea- 
fure  from  it. 

I  was,  notwithflanding,  fo  apprehenfive  of 
meeting  with  a  fecond  mortification,  that  I 
determined  to  walk  to  Qiieenfberry-Houfe, 
to  prevent  any  perfon's  being  a  witnefs  to  it^. 
lliouid  it  happen.  I  accordingly  fct  out  on 
foot,  and  was  not  totally  free  from  pertur- 
bation when  I  knocked  at  the  gate.  I  was, 
however,  immediately  ufliered  to  her  Grace's 
apartment,  where  my  reception  was  as  fnigular 
as  my  treatment  had  been  the  day  before; 
her  Grace  thus  accolling  me:  ''  Well,  young 
**  woman  ! — What  bufinefs  had  you  in  a  chair 
"  yefterday  ? — It  was  a  fine  morning,  and  you 
*^  might  have  walked.  You  look  as  you 
^^  ought  todonow'*  (obfervingmylinengown). 
**  Nothing  is  fo  vulgrr  as  wearing  fiik  in  a 
'*  morning.— Simplicity  beft  becomes  youth. 
*^  And  you  do  not  (land  in  need  of  orna- 
'*  ments.— Therefore  drefs  always  plain,  ex- 
*^  cept  when  you  are  upon  the  ftage.'' 

Whiift  her  Grace- was  talking  in  this  man-- 
ner  to  mie,  fne  was  cleaning  a  pi6li^re  ;  Avhich^ 
I  officiouHy  requefting  her  permifTion  to  do,.- 
fhe  haftily  replied,  ^*  Don't  you  think  I  have 
"  domeftics  enough  if  I  did  not  choofe  to 
"do.  it  myfelf?"— I  apologized  for  my 
D  3  prefumption;, 
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prefumption,  by  informing  her  Grace  that 
I  had  been  for  fome  tinne  at  Joneses,  where 
I  had  been  fiattered  that  1  had  acquired  a 
tolerable  proficiency  in  that  art.  The  Dutchefs 
upon  this  exclaimed,  "  Are  you  the  girl  I 
**  have  heard  Chefterfield  fpeak  of?'*  Upon 
my  anfweringthat  I  had  the  honour  of  being 
known  to  his  Lordfhip,  flie  ordered  a  canvajs 
hag  to  be  taken  out  of  her  cabinet,  layings 
**  No  perfon  can  give  Queenfberry  lefs  than 
**  ^old.  There  are  two  hundred  and  fifty 
•'^  guineas,  and  twenty  for  the  Duke's  tickets 
**  and  mine,  but  I  mull  give  you  fomething 
**  for  Tyrawley's  fake."  She  then  took  a  bill 
from  her  pocket-book,  which  having  put  into 
my  hands,  Ihe  told  me  her  coach  was  ordered 
to  carry  me  home,  left  any  accident  Iliould 
happen  to  me,  now  I  had  fuch  a  charge 
about  me. 

Though  the  conclufion  of  her  Grace's 
whim,  as  it  might  juflly  be  termed,  was 
more  pleafing  than  the  beginning  of  it,  and 
her  munificence  much  greater  than  that  of 
the  Countefs  of  Cardigan,  yet  I  mufl  ac- 
knowledge I  was  much  better  pleafed  with 
the  reception  I  met  with  from  her  ladyfliip, 
who  honoured  me  with  her  protedion  whiift 
1  continued  on  the  llage. 

There  is  a  manner  in  conferring  obliga^ 
tions  which  renders  them  doubly  valuable. 
The  mod  beneficent  a6lions  lofe  their  worth 
when  accompanied  with  a  difgufting  fenfe  of 

fuperiority; 
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fiiperiority/,  whilftthe  fmlle  of  courtefy  makes 
even  trivial  favours  acceptable. 

My  benefit  furpaifcd  my  mod  fanguineex- 
pe6lations.  And  as  1  had  by  this  time  many 
who  profefTed  themfelves  my  adm.irers,  they 
had,  upon  this  occafion,  an  opportunity  of 
fhewing  their  generofitywithout  offending  my 
delicacy. 

Among  thofe  vi^ho  paid  me  the  greateil  de- 
gree of  attention  was  Lord  Byron,  a  noble- 
man v/ho  had  little  to  boaft  of  but  a  title,  and 
an  agreeable  face ;  and  Mr.  Montgomery, 
fince  Sir  George  Metham.  As  I  would  not 
liilen  to  any  propof^ls  but  marriage  and  a 
coach,  Mr,  Montgomery  honellly  told  me^, 
early  in  his  devoirs,  that  he  could  not  comply 
with  the  firil,  as  his  only  dependance  was  on 
his  father,  whofe  confent  he  could  not  hope 
to  procure ;  and  as  for  the  latter,  he  could 
not  afford  it.  Flaving  come  to  this  eclair- 
ciflement,  he  immediately  retired  into  York- 
shire. The  generous  condu6l  of  this  gentle- 
man (whofe  pafiion  I  was  well  convinced  was 
finccre)  in  not  attempting  to  deceive  me, 
made  an  impreffion  upon  my  mind  greatly  m 
his  favour. 

As  my  next  epiftle  is  to  contain  (Irange  and 
furprifing  adventures,  and  thefe  not  the  pro- 
duce of  the  writer's  imagination,  but  as  irue 
as  wonderful,  I  will  beg  your  permiffion  to 
break  off  here  ;  and  left  you  accufe  me  of  a 
want  of  variation  in  the  conclufion  of  my 
D  4  letters. 
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letters,  I  fhall  end  this  in  the  good  old-fafhion 
way :  So  no  more  at  prefent,  fronn,  Madann, 
your  humble  fervant,  to  command, 

G.  A.  B, 


LETTER  XII. 

Jan.   1,   17—, 

AGLEAM  of  Gheerfulnefs  coming  over 
me  juft  as  I  was  finilliing  my  laft  letter, 
I  concluded  it  in  rather  too  humorous  a  man- 
ner. 1  now  return  to  my  hiftory,  and  that 
gloom  which  the  recollection  of  my  misfor- 
runes  naturally  brings  with  it. 

Lord  Byron  flill  purfued  m.e  j  and  as  his 
vanity  was  hurt  at  my  rejefting  him,  he 
formed  a  refolution  to  be  revenged  of  me  for 
my  infenfibility.  His  Lordfhip  was  very  in- 
timate with  a  perfon  who  was  a  difgrace  to 
nobility ;  and  whofe  name  1  fhall  conceal 
through  tendernefs  to  his  family.  This  noble- 
man was  Lord  Byron's  confidential  friend  j  a 
word  as  often  mifufed  as  that  of  lover,  by  fuch 
as  are  unacquainted  with  thofe  delicate  feel- 
ings which  are  effcntiallynecefTarytoconftitute 
cither  real  friendihip  or  love.  To  this  friend 
Lord  Byron  committed  the  execution  of  his 

revenge.     The   Earl    of ,  which  was 

the  title  of  this  infamous  pander,  had  believ- 
ed himfelf  to  be  in  love  with  a  young  lady, 

betweca 
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between  whom  and  myfelf  there  was  the 
flrrideft  intimacy.  And  he  imagined  it  would 
promote  his  defrgns  upon  her,  could  he  firft 
accomplifh  my  fall  from  the  paths  of  prudence 
and  virtue. 

For  this  purpofe  his  lordHiip  frequently 
called  at  Mrs.  Jackfon's,  though  much  againfl: 
my  mother's  inclinations.  Butas  he  had  been 
conflantly  a  dangler  behind  the  fcenes  during 
her  engagement  at  the  theatre,  and  had  occa- 
fionally  given  her  franks,  flie  admitted  his 
vifits.  It  was  however  with  fuch  vifible  re- 
ferve,  as  mufl  have  convinced  him  they  were 
far  from  agreeable.  But  the  confidence  of; 
nobility  making  him  afTured,  his  Lordfhip 
perfifled  in  calling,  in  defiance  of  her  cool- 
nefs.  My  mother  had  Rriflly  enjoined  me 
to  break  off  my  intimacy  with  the  young  lady 
who  was  the  objedl  of  the  Earl's  purfuit,  on 
account  of  her  levity ;  and  becaufe,  though 
by  birth  a  gentlewoman,  fhe  had  degraded 
herfelf,  by  becoming  the  companion  of  a  lady 
of  quality  who  had  frequently  eloped  from 
her  Lord, 

My  mother  at  this  period  was  become  a 
confirmed  devotee.  Religion  engroiTed  fo 
much  of  her  time,  that  in  the  evening  fhe 
was  feldom  vifible.  Upon  this  account,  and 
from  Mrs.  Jackfon's  accompanying  me  fo  fre- 
quently to  Mr.  Quin'sfuppers,  that  lady  con- 
ferred a  great  part  of  the  friendly  regard  fhe 
had  once  borne  my  mother^  tome.  But, 
D  5  alas  1 
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alas!  I  wasnottoprofitlongby  this  revolution* 
My  happinefs  was  to  be  as  tranfient  as  the  fun- 
fhineof  an  April  day.  This  part  ofmy  mother's 
fortune,  at  leaft,  I  inherited ;  and  like  her  was 
conftantly  experiencing  the  vicifTitudesof  life. 
The  following  anecdote  will  however  fhew 
that  my  misfortunes  were  not  always  the  confe- 
quence  of  my  own  imprudent  conduct,  but 
fometimes  of  fuch  deep-laid  plans  of  villainy^ 
and  deception,  as  it  was  impoflible  for  an  unex- 
perienced girl^  at  my  time  of  life,  to  guard 
againft. 

One   Sunday  evening,   when    this  ignolk 
EarlsNtW  knew  my  mother  would  be  engaged, 

he  called  to  inform  me  that  Mifs   B , 

the  young  lady  before  mentioned,  was  in  a 
coach  at  the  end  of  Southampton-Street,  and 
defired  to  fpeak  with  me.  Without  (laying 
to  put  on  my  hat  or  gloves,  I  ran  to  the  coach  ; 
when,  to  my  unfpeakable  furprife,  I  found 
myfelf  fuddenly  hoifted  into  it  by  his  Lord- 
fhip,  and  that  the  coachman  drove  off  as  faft 
as  the  horfes  could  gallop. 

My  aftonifhment  for  fome  time  deprived 
me  of  the  power  of  utterance ;  bivt  when  I  was 
a  little  recovered,  I  gave  free  vent  to  my  re- 
proaches. Thefe  his  Lordihip  bore  with  a 
truly  philofophic  indifference,  calmly  telling 
me  that  no  harm  was  intended  me;  and  that 
1  had  better  confent  to  make  his  friend  Lord 
Byron  happy,  and  be  happy  myfelf,  than  op- 
pofe  my  good  fortune.     To  this  he  added  that 

his 
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Ms  friend  was  fhortly  to  be  married  to  Mifs- 
Shaw,  a  young  lady  pofTefTed  of  a  very  large 
fortune,  which  would  enable  hinn  to  provide 
handfomely  for  me.  I  was  fo  fbruck  with 
the  infolence  of  this  propofal,  that  I  remained 
for  fome  time  quite  filent. 

At  length  the  coach  fbopt  ir^-  s  lonely 
placeat  the  topof  North- Audley-Street,  front- 
ing the  fields.  At  that  time  Oxford-Street  did 
iiot  extend  fo  far  as  it  does  at  prefent.  Here  the 
Karl  got  out,  and  took  me  into  his  boufe.  He 
shen  went  away,,  as  he  faid,  to  prepare  a  lodg- 
ing for  me,  which  he  had  already  feen  at  a^ 
Mantua-Maker's  in  Broad-Street,  Carnaby- 
Market,  and  to  which  he  would  come  back- 
and  take  me.  He  afTured  me  the  millrefs  of 
the  houfe  was  a  woman  of  chara6ter ;  and 
added,  with  the  mofl  dreadful  imprecations,, 
that  no  violence  was  intended. 

His  Lordfhip  now  left  me.  And  as  the  fear 
of  great  evils  banifhes  every  lefTer  confidera- 
tlon,  I  determined  to  wait  the  refult,  with  all 
the  patience  I  v/as  poiTefifcd  of.  The  dread  of 
being  left  alone  in  that  folitary  place,  was  no- 
thing when  compared  with  my  apprehenfions- 
from  the  machinations  of  two  noblemen  fo 
determined  and  fo  powerful.  Terror  how- 
ever fo  totally  overwhelmed  my  mind,,  that  I 
remained  in  a  ftate  of  ftupefaflion. 

It  was  not  long    before  his  lordfhip  re- 
turned; and  with  him  came   the   perfon  I 
D  6  leafl 
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jeafl:  cxpefled  to  fee — my  own  brother.  Good 
heavens  !  what  comfort,  at  fo  critical  a  junc- 
ture, did  the  fight  of  him  afford  me  1  I  inftant- 
ly  flew  into  his  arms  •,  butwasrepulfed  by  him 
in  fo  violent  a  manner,  that  I  fell  to  the 
ground.  The  fhock  of  this  unexpeded  re- 
pulfe,  juft  as  1  hoped  to  have  found  aprotecflor 
in  him,  was  more  than  my  fpirits  were  able  to 
bear.  Ir  deprived  me  of  my  fenfes.  On  my  re- 
turn to  fenfibility,  the  only  objed  that  prefent- 
ed  itfelf  to  my  view  was  an  old  female  fervant, 
who  told  me  fhe  had  orders  to  convey  me  ta 
the  lodging  which  had  been  prepared  for  me. 

The  firfl  thing  I  did  was  to  make  inquiry 
concerning  my  brothcr^s  coming  fo  unexpedt- 
cdly.  I  was  informed  by  the  old  woman, 
that  he  had  beflowed  manual  chaftifement, 
\jpon  my  ravifher.  But  as  he  feemcd  to  fup- 
pofe  that  I  had  confented  to  the  elopement, 
he  had  declared  that  he  would  never  fee  me 
more,  but  leave  me  to  my  fate.  The  woman 
added,  that  he  had  threatened  the  Earl  and 
his  affociate  with  a  profecution,  which  had  fa 
intimidated  her  mafter,  that  he  had  given  her 
orders  to  remove  me  out  of  his  houfe  as  foon 
as  pofiible;  as  my  being  found  there  might 
make  againft  him. 

When  we  arrived  in  Broad-Street,  I  difco- 
vered,  to  my  great  fatisfadion,  that  the  mif- 
trefs  of  the  houfe,  whofe  name  was  Mirvan, 
worked  for  me  as  a  Mantua-Maker,  though 
1  was  till  now  unacquainted  with  her  place 

of 
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of  refidence.  I  told  her  my  ftory  (imply  as 
it  had  happened ;  and  my  appearance,  as 
well  as  my  eyes,  which  were  much  fwelled 
with  crying,  was  an  undeniable  tetiimony 
of  the  truth  of  my  aflertions. 

I  afterwards  learnt  the  following  circum- 
fiances  relative  to  my  brother,  about  whom 
I  was  more  anxious  than  for  myfelf,  as  I  had 
a  great  affedion  for  him.  We  had  long  ex- 
pe6led  him  to  return  from  fea,  he  having 
been  abroad  for  fome  years  -,  and  by  one  of 
thofe  extraordinary  freaks  of  fortune  which 
are  not  to  be  accounted  for,  he  got  to  the 
top  of  Southampton-Street  juft  as  the  coach 
was  driving  off  with  me.  I  fhould  have 
termed  his  coming  providential,  had  he  not 
fuffered  his  fufpicions  to  get  the  better  of  his 
affedtion,  and  this  counteracted  the  appa- 
rent defigns  of  Providence  in  affording  me 
relief. 

He  had  reached  Southampton-Street,  as  I 
have  juft  faid,  nearly  about  the  time  1  was 
forced  into  the  coach  ;  and  ran  to  refcue  the 
perlbn  thus  treated,  little  imagining  it  was 
his.  own  fifter  5  but  the  furious  driving  of  the 
coachman  rendered  his  defign  abortive.  Up- 
on this  he  proceeded  to  Mrs.  Jackfon's  houfe, 
and  had  fcarcely  inquired  for  me,  than  that 
Lady  cried  out,  "  Oh  fly,  Sir,  to  her  relief; 

**  Lord  has  this  moment  run  away 

"  with  her."  My  brother  hearing  this,  con* 
eluded  I  muft  have  been  the  perfon  he  had 
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juft  feen  carried  ofF.  But  knowing  it  would 
be  impollibie  to  overtake  the  coach,  he 
thought  it  more  prudent  to  go  diredly  to 
the  EarFs  houfe.  Not  finding  hinn  at  home,, 
he  walked  about  within  fight  of  the  door^ 
till  his  Lordfhip  returned,  when  he  accofted 
him   in  the  manner  before   related.     From 

the  Earl  of *s  my  brother  went  to 

Marlborough-Streetto  Lord  Byron's;  and  ac- 
€ufing  him  of  being  concerned  with  the  Earl 
in  feducing  his  filler,  his  Lordfliip  denied 
having  any  knowledge  of  the  affair,  which 
he  folemnly  aflerted  upon  his  honour  y  declaring 
at  the  fame  time,  as  indeed  he  could  do  with, 
a  greater  degree  of  truth,  that  he  had  not 
feen  nae  that  evening. 

My  brother  placing  an  implicit  confidence 
in  the  afiertions  of  Lord  Byron,  grew  en- 
raged againft  me;  and  without  making  any 
inquiries,  whether  I  was  really  culpable  upon, 
this  occafion  or  not,  concluded  me  to  be  de- 
praved enough  to  enter  into  an  illicit  con- 
nexion with  an  old  unprincipled  married 
man..  Givino;  me  over  therefore  as  a  loft 
abandoned  girl,  he  immediately  fet  out  for 
Portfmouth.,  and  left  me  unprotefled.  This^ 
I  may  juftly  confider  as  the  moft  unfortu- 
nate event  I  had  hitherto  experienced  ;  for 
being  deprived  of  his  prote6lioa  at  a  time- 
when  it  was  fo  extremely  requifite  to  my  re- 
cftablifhment  in  life,  I  was  left  open  to  the- 
attacks  of  every  infolent  pretender^,  whofe 

audacityj. 
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audacity,  his  very^  charader,  as  he  was  dif- 
tinguifhed  for  his  bravery,  would  have  re- 
prefTed. 

Being  unwilling  to  break  the  thread  of  fa 
interefting  a  part  of  my  hiftory,  1  have  made 
this  avery  longletter,  but  as  a  breathing  place 
here  prefents  itfelf,  I  will,  with  your  permif- 
fion,  avail  myfelf  of  it^  and  conclude, 

G.  A.  B, 


LETTER  XIIT. 


Jan.  1 8,  17—* 

IS  O  O  N  found  that  my  elopement  had 
been  mod   grofsly  mifreprefcnted  in  the 
nev/s-papers.     Every   thing    that   ill-nature 
could  fuggeft,  was  lavilhly   beftowed  upon 
me,  notvvithftanding  I  was  innocent  of  the 
leaft  depravity  of  the  kind  imputed  to  me, 
even  in  thought.     I  wrote  to  my  mother  to 
endeavour  to   retrieve  her  favour,  which  I 
had   fo  unmeritedly  loft;  but  fhe   returned 
my  letters  unopened.     1  had  no  apparel   but 
what  I  had  on,   and  the  relation  1  have  men- 
tioned prevented   any  from  being  fent  me. 
The  vexation  and  fright  which  my  difap- 
pearance  had  occafioned   to   Mrs.  Jackfon, 
affecled  that  lady  fo  much,  thai  ibe  was  con- 
fined to  her  bed;  elfe  I  might  have  expefted 
her  kind  interference  in  my  behalf. 

Mrs. 
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•  Mrs.  Mirvan,  the  perfon  where  I  lodged, 
very  obligingly  procured  me  necefiaries,  and 
did  every  thing  in  her  power  to  connfort  me. 
But  her  endeavours  were  inefFeftual.  I  could 
not  forbear  viewing  with  horror  my  wretched^ 
fnuation,  every  hope  being  now  extinguifhed, 
as  my  mother's  mifguided  tendernefs  had  ex- 
pofed  me,  in  the  courfe  of  two  days^  to  the 
cenfure  of  the  whole  town. 

What  was  was  now  to  be  done !  I  had  no 
friend,  no  perfon  to  look  up  to  for  protec- 
tion. I'hough  every  circumftance  tended  to 
exculpate  me;  and  though  Mrs.  Mirvan; 
could  vouch  for  me,  that  I  had  not  received  a 
vilit  from  a  fingle  perfon  fince  I  had  been  in 
her  houfe;  any  declarations  of  my  innocence- 
would  be  now  needlefs  ;  for  to  whom  could 
I  make  them  ?  My  mother  was  inexorable  to 
every  application ;  Mrs.  Jackfon  was  not 
within  the  reach  of  application,  my  inveterate 
kinfwoman,  like  another  Cerberus,  guarding 
every  avenue;  my  brother  had  left  town; 
and  I  was  too  much  depreiTed  by  the  public 
fcandal  to  attempt  a  reinllatemenc  in  the 
theatrical  line. 

The  anguifh  of  mind  I  felt  from  all  thefe 
confiderations  fo  greatly  afFedited  my  frame^ 
that  a  flow  fever  was  the  confequence,  which 
nearly  brought  me  to  the  grave. 

•'  The  Hing  of  flander  flrikes  her  venom  deep.'*' 

Cleone, 

*  And 
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And  never  did  poor  creature  fufFer  more 
Hiame  and  dillrefs  of  mind  from  a  real  crime, 
than  I  did  from  difuppojed  one. 

The  fever  at  length  yielding  to  my  youth 
and  the  goodnefs  of  my  conftitution,  I  was 
ordered  into  the  country  by  my  phyfician, 
for  the  re-eftablifhment  of  my  ftrength.  As 
1  needed  fome  pecuniary  afliftance  to  do 
this,  having  no  money  with  me,  Mrs.  Mir- 
van  kindly  offered  to  fupply  my  wants,  and 
I  was  necefTitated  to  accept  of  her  offer. 
After  confidering  for  fome  time  of  a  proper 
place  to  refort  to  on  this  occafion,  I  fixed 
on  paying  a  vifit  to  a  female  relation  of  my 
mother's,  who  lived  at  Braintree  in  EiTex^ 
The  family  of  this  relation  being  Quakers, 
there  was  little  probability  of  their  having 
heard  of  my  difgrace.  A  few  months  be- 
fore, a  filler  of  Mrs.  Clarke's,  which  was  my 
coufm*s  name,  had  bequeathed  me  three 
hundred  pounds,  on  condition  that  I  never 
went  on  the  ftage ;  but  my  engagement  at 
Covent-Garden  having  difanulled  her  legacy, 
it  had  never  been  claimed. 

As  foon  as  I  was  enabled  by  my  kind  hof- 
tefs,  to  make  proper  preparation  for  my 
journey,  I  fet  out  in  the  flage  coach  j  taking 
care  to  obferve  the  lelTon,  with  regard  to  my 
drefs,  which  her  Grace  of  Queenfberry  had 
given  me;  that  is,  1  had  adopted  Horace's 
maxim  q( /implex  munditiis.  This  attention 
to  the  fimplicity  and  neatnefs  of  my  apparel 

anfwercd 
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anfwered  a  purpofe  I  had  not  forefeen 
or  defignedj  it  fo  far  deceived  Mrs.  Clarke,. 
that  fhe  concluded  I  was  one  of  her  own 
fedt,  which  procured  me  the  more  cordial 
reception.  The  whole  family  were  fo  pre- 
judiced in  my  favour  by  this  unintended 
deception,  that  the  bed  of  every  thing 
Clarke-Hall  afforded  was  beftowcd  upon  me 
with  the  greateft  cheerfulnefs.  I  had  noc 
indeed  dreffed  myfelf  with  the  fludied  for- 
mality of  a  rigid  Quaker,  but  only  fo  plain 
and  neat  as  to  entitle  me  to  the  denomination 
of  a  zvef  Quaker  5  a  diflindlion  that  arifes 
chiefly  from  the  latter's  wearing  ribbands, 
gauzes,  and  laces.  I  admire  many  of  the 
principles  of  this  apparently  honert,  fincere^ 
and  cleanly  people;  but  have  not  many  in* 
ftances  fallen  within  your  obfervation,  Ma- 
dam, where  a  broad-brimmed  hat  and  fad 
coloured  coat,  or  a  green  apron  and  plain 
linen,  have  covered  a  prouder  heart  than 
all  the  gay  pomp  of  a  birth-day  fuit  ?  I  think 
I  have  been  able  to  make  fuch  a  remark  more 
than  once. 

My  pallid  countenance  prefenting  a  fure 
indication  of  my  having  been  ill,  and  of  the 
necefTity  there  was  for  my  coming  into  the 
country ;  this,  added  to  the  natural  want  of 
curiofity  in  my  coufins,  prevented  me  from 
being  obliged  to  framie  excufes  for  my  vifit. 
They  luckily  fuppofcd  I  came  to  claim  my 
legacy,  and  received  me  with  great  good- 
will* 
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"will.  The  day  after  my  arrival,  they  paid 
me  the  intereft  due  on  it,  which  enabled  me 
to  remit  the  friendly  Mrs.  Mirvan  a  part  of 
what  I  flood  indebted  to  her;  and  in  a  few 
days,  without  inquiring  whether  I  had  not 
forfeited  it,  they  paid  me  the  whole  fum. 
J  acknowledge  that  I  made  no  fcruple  of  re« 
ceiving  what  they  did  not  ftand  in  need  of^ 
as  they  were  in  very  opulent  circumftances, 
and  had  no  children. 

After  the  perturbations  I  had  lately  expe- 
rienced, this  fweet  place  appeared  a  paradife 
to  me.  Peace,  plenty,  content,  and  inno- 
cence, accompanied  by  cheerfulnefs,  their 
fure  attendant,  feemed  to  have  taken  up 
their  abode  here,  preferring  this  humble 
fituation  to  the  lofty  domes  and  fplendid  cares 
of  higher  ranks.  And  here  for  fome  time  I 
enjoyed  perfect  tranquillity. 

Thus  tranquil  and  happy,  I  will  put  an'end 
to  my  letter,  before  any  rude  reverie  breaks 
in  to  interrupt  my  felicity. 

G.  A.  B, 


LETTER        XIV. 

Jan.  27,  17—, 

IN  a  few  weeks  I  was  fo  perfectly  reco- 
vered that  not  the  leafl  veflige  remained 
of  my  illnefs.  The  apothecary,  who  had 
attended  me,  was  of  tne  fame  perfuafion  as 

my 
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my  coufins;  and  being  deceived,  as  they  had 
been,  by  the  Quakerifhnefs  of  my  drefs, 
(excufe  the  new  coined  v»^ord)  feemed  to 
fhew  a  partiality  in  my  favour,  which  my  re- 
lations did  not  difcourage.  At  the  annual 
fair,  which  in  thofe  country  places  is  the 
feafon  of  feftivity  and  enjoyment,  my  for- 
mal fuitor  gave  my  relations  and  myfelf  an 
invitation  to  his  houfe;  which  he  had  deco- 
rated with  flowers,  and  ftored  with  every  good 
thing  that  was  to  be  purchafed,  to  ihew  his 
regard  for  me.  But  that  blind  lady,  dame 
Fortune,  who  difpenfes  both  her  favours  and 
her  frowns  fometimes  in  a  flrange manner,  was 
determined  I  Ihould  not  enjoy  my  prefent 
tranquillity  long.  In  an  ill-natured  fir,  {he 
brought  about  an  event,  which  deprived  me 
at  once  of  my  coufin's  favour,  and  my  ad- 
mirer's attachment. 

The  well-known  Zachary  Moore,  as  dif- 
tinguifhed  for  his  misfortunes  as  his  diflipa- 
tion,  happened  accidentally  to  be,  at  this 
period,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  place  to 
which  we  had  been  invited;  and,  unluckily 
for  me,  to  be  introduced  by  a  friend  to  the 
apothecary,  to  fhare  in  the  feafl  of  which  we 
partook.  This  gentleman  had  once  been 
pofleflTed  of  an  income  of  twenty-five  thou- 
sand pounds  per  annum.  But  not  being  en- 
dowed with  a  proportionable  fliare  of  pru- 
dence, he  found  himfelf  at  length  reduced, 
through  his,  own  extravagance,  and  the  chi- 
canery 
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canery  of  his  fteward,  to  the  mod  humi- 
liating necefTity.  And  what  is  very  extraor- 
dinary, the  wretch  who  had  thusjuggled  hirn 
out  of  a  princely  fortune,  had  the  audacity 
to  propofe  to  him  to  take  his  daughter  to 
wifes  on  which  condition  he  would  agree 
to  return  him  bacjc  the  whole  of  the  eftate  he 
had  deprived  him  of.  Mr.  Moore,  nobly,  in 
my  opinion,  reje6bed  the  difgraceful  offer. 
The  generality  of  his  acquaintance,  how- 
ever, notwithftanding  they  could  not  but 
admire  his  magnanimity  upon  the  occafion, 
blamed  an  imprudence,  in  confequence  of 
which  he  was  necefiitated,  at  forty  years  of 
age,  to  accept  of  an  enfigncy  in  a  regiment 
l^a't  was  ordered  to  Gibraltar. 

How  embittered  mull  be  the  refle(5lions  of 
a  perfon  capable  of  fuch  imprudence  and  in- 
attention !  The  lofs  of  an  eftate  of  fuch  im- 
tnenfe  value  could  not  have  been  completed 
without  numberkfs  inftances  of  both.  And 
though  the  chicanery  of  his  fteward  may  be 
confidered  as  fome  palliation  of  Mr.  Moore's 
want  of  atttfntion  ;  indolence  in  the  extreme 
mufl  have  marked  the  progrefs  of  it.  A  pro- 
perattentiontothe  prudeniial  concerns  of  life, 
without  meannefs  and  avarice  on  the  one  hand, 
or  indolence  and  profufenefs  on  the  other,  is 
a  duty  which  every  perfon  of  property  owes 
to  himfelf,  to  his  connexions,  and  to  the 
community  at  large — But  to  return  from  this 
digrCiTion. 

nothing 
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Nothing  happened  to  interrupt  the  har- 
mony of  the  connpany,  or  that  could  give 
me  uneafinefs,  till  the  afternoon  ;  when  upon 
Mr.  Moore's  acquaintance  whilpering  to 
him,  that  I  was  a  wet  Quaker,  for  whom  his 
friend  the  apothecary  had  an  inclination, 
that  gentleman,  without  intending  me  any 
injury,  gave  way  to  his  volatile  dilpofition, 
and  thus  exclaimed  loud  enough  to  be  heard 
by  the  whole  company.  **  A  wet  Quaker, 
*'  indeed !  It  is  Mifs  Bellamy  the  celebrated 
"  adrefs.,  who  met  with  fo  much  applaufe  the 
"  laft  winter  at  Covent-Garden-Theatre !" 
The  confufion  vifible  in  my  countenance,  as 
ibon  as  he  had  made  this  difcovcry,  con- 
vinced him  that  he  had  committed  fome 
error  J  but,  like  Marplot,  he  could  not  find 
out  what  it  was. 

As  Mrs.  Clarke  took  no  notice,  at  the 
time,  of  the  converfation  that  had  juft  palled, 
I  was  in  hopes  Ihe  had  not  attended  to  what 
Mr.  Moore  had  fa  id.  She,  however,  fooa 
after  ordered  the  carriage,  and  left  her  huf- 
band,  who  loved  his  bottle,  to  enjoy  the 
conviviality  of  the  gay  Londoner.  After 
we  were  gone,  Mr.  Clarke  inquired  more 
particularly  concerning  me  ;  and  learnt  from 
Mr.  Moore  every  thing  relative  to  the  unfor- 
tunate event  which  had  lately  befallen  me. 
And  upon  that  gentleman's  adding  that  he 
believed  all  the  world  now  concluded  me 
innocent,  my  relation,  who,  though  a  Qua- 
ker, 
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I<€r,  did  not  want  pride,  and  whofe  courage 
was  now  roufcd  by  the  juice  of  the  grape, 
thought,  as  a  branch  of  his  wife's  family,  I 
was  entitled  to  his  prote6lion.  He  accord- 
ingly returned  home,  fully  determined  to 
interpofe  in  the  affair,  and  avenge  the  ill- 
treatment  I  had  received. 

A  lady  of  my  coufin's  acquaintance  being 
in  the  chaife  with  us,  her  prefence  prevented 
^ny  difagreeable  altercation  during  our  re- 
turn. 1  own  I  was  not  without  my  appre- 
henfions  of  having  fome  difpleafing  inter- 
rogatories put  to  me  by  Mrs.  Clarke;  but 
as  ilie  always  appeared  to  be  of  a  dove-like 
difpofition,  I  had  no  idea  that  fhe  pofTefTed 
the  qualifications  of  a  Xantippe,  in  the  de- 
gree I  afterwards  found  fhe  did.  I  had  been 
told  that  ihe  was  naturally  of  a  jealous  tem- 
per; but  as  fhe  and  Mr.  Clarke  were  both 
arrived  at  an  age,  when  the  heighday  of  the 
blood  is  fuppofed  to  be  over,  1  doubted 
jiot  but  that  paffion  had  long  fince  been 
eradicated  from  her  bofom. 

As  file  fleppedout  of  the  chaife,  flie  hurt 
her  foot;  obferving  this,  1  offered  her  my 
hand  to  affift  her  in  getting  into  the  parlour. 
But  upon  my  prefenting  it  to  her,  fhe  re- 
jefted  it  with  the  dignity  of  a  Tragedy 
Queen;  uttering  at  the  fame  time,  with  a 
haughty  accent,  the  word  "  Avaunt  1"  Sup- 
pofing  the  latter  might  be  intended  for  the 
idog  who  ran  to  welcome  his  Miftrefs  home. 
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I  took  no  notice  of  it.  But  I  was  foon  un- 
deceived in  this  conje6ture.  For  we  had  no 
fooner  got  into  the  houfe,  than  looking  flead- 
faltly  in  my  face,  fhe  addrefTed  me  in  a  man- 
ner, and  in  a  language  that  I  had  not  been 
accuftomed  to.  *'  Avaunt!"  faidfhe;  "Thou 
*<  art  a  child  of  iniquity — Thou  haft  fold  thy- 
*^  felf  to  the  impure  one — Thou  art  an  im- 

*^  poftrefs." Here  I    flopped  her  fhort. 

Duplicity  was  a  charge  which  I  could  not 
hear  urged  againft  me,  without  endeavour- 
ing to  exonerate  myfelf  from  the  imputa- 
tion. I  therefore  alked  her  in  what  I  had 
impofed  upon  her  5  and  challenged  her  to 
prove  that  in  any  of  the  converfations  I  had 
held  with  her,  I  had  been  guilty  of  a  falfehood. 
As  my  coufin  really  regarded  me  next  to  her 
huft)and,  fhe  now  appeared  forry  for  what  fhc 
had  uttered,  and  was  about  to  make  an  apo- 
logy; but  unfortunately,  at  that  crifis,  Mr. 
Clarke  came  in. 

He  had  no  fooner  informed  her  of  the 
whole  of  what  he  had  heard  relative  to  me, 
and  made  known  to  her  the  refolution  he  had 
formed  in  confequence  of  it,  than  her  rage 
in  an  inftant  rekindled;  and  inftead  of  the 
dove,  fhe  once  more  refembled  a  Medufa, 
*'  AvauntI  "  fhe  again  cried,"  "  avaunt ! 
*'  Perdition  will  follow  thee.  Thou  comeft 
**  with  all  thy  frauds  to  feduce  my  beft  be- 
"  loved.  Satan  hath  got  hold  of  thee,  as 
**  well  as  thy  parent.  Therefore,  I  pray 
2  thee. 
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*^  thee,  leave  my  manfion."  Here  her  be- 
loved interpofed,  declaring,  -^  That  nothing 
'^  fhould  prevent  his  going  to  the  great  city, 
"  to  make  the  bad  m.an  do  rne  iuflicej  by 
'^  taking  me  for  his  fpoufe."  "  Didfl  thou 
"  not  tell  me,  John,"  interrupted  Mrs. 
Clarke,  ''  didfl  thou  not  tell  me,  that  the 
*'f  wicked  man  had  an  helpmate  ?'*  This 
was  a  part  of  the  ftory  that  my  coufin  John, 
through  his  inebriety,  had  forgotten.  The 
obfervation,  therefore,  made  by  his  wife,  at 
once  put  a  ftop  to  his  intended  Quixotifm. 

Finding  here,  from  the  filence  v/hich  en- 
fued,  an  opportunity  to  fpeak,  I  told  my  cou- 
fin, that  after  what  hadjuft  pafTed,  I  could  not 
think  of  fpending  another  day  under  her  roof. 
Not  that  I  was  offended  at  her  accufing  me  of 
an  intention  to  feduce  the  conjugal  fidelity 
of  her  beloved  fpoufc,  the  infmuation  being 
too  laughable  to  give  me  a  m.oment's  uneafi- 
nefs  ;  but  upon  account  of  her  refle6lion  on 
my  dear  mother,  whofe  name  I  would  not 
hear  mentioned  with  difrefpec^l.  That,  con- 
fcious  of  my  own  innocence,  I  readily  for- 
gave her  for  every  crim.e  fhe  had  accufed 
me  of,  except  that  of  deception,  which  made 
too  deep  an  im.prcflion  on  my  heart  to  be 
forgiven.  Then  afiliming  a  very  folemn  air, 
in  order,  if  poffible,  to  miake  her  repent  of 
her  illiberality,  I  thus  went  on  :  ^^  Madam, 
*^  I  would  have  you  to  know,  that  I  have 
<*  a  foul  above  all  art." 

Vol.  I.  .      E  The 
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The  moment  I  had  uttered  thefe  words, 
Mrs.  Clarke^  with  a  tranfition  both  of  coun- 
tenance and  voice,  that  would  have  done  ho- 
nour to  the  moft  comic  adrefs,  thus  put  a 
flop  to  mi7  vindication.  "  Anne  !  Anne  !" 
laid  Ihe,  with  the  utmioft  placidity,  ^'  perhaps 
*^  thou  doil  hold  the  faith  of  the  Tui'Ks ; 
*^  who  believe  that  women  have  no  fouls !" 
The  archnefs  of  her  look,  and  her  inex- 
preffible  manner,  whilft  Ihe  repeated  this, 
made  me  drop  the  confequential  air  I  had  af- 
fdmed,  and  put  an  end  to  my  anger.  And  I 
could  not  refrain  from  burfbing  out  into  an 
imm.oderate  fit  of  laughter.  Thus  termi- 
nated our  converfation,  and  we  now  parted, 
to  retire  to  reft.  At  our  feparation,  Mrs. 
"Clarke  fnook  my  hand  three  times,  and  took 
her  leave  for  the  night,  wilb  wifroing  me 
every  good  thing  j  the  falutation  ufually  made 
ufe  of  by  Qiiakers  to  their  very  beft 
friends.  But  notwithftanding  this  proof  of 
returning  regard  in  the  bofom  of  m.y  lately 
exafperated  coufin,  I  determined  never  to 
riik  fuch  another  humjliatino;  fcene. 

What  a  quantity  I  have  written  !  My 
aching  head  and  fingers  have  long  fince  hint- 
ed to  m.e,  that  it  was  time  to  finifnthis  letter; 
but  I  was  unv/illing  to  do  fo,  till  I  had 
ended  the  account  of  my  fojourning  with  my 
Quaker  relations.  Having  now  done  this, 
I  Ihall  conclude,  with  v/iihing  thee,  agreeable 

2  to 
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to  my   coufm's  exprefTive  and  charitable  be- 
.iiedi'fcion,  plenty  of  good  lb  trigs, 

G.  A.  B. 


LETTER       XV. 

Feb,  8,  17—. 

I  AROSE  early  the  next  morning,  with 
an  intention  of  going  to  Ingateftone,  at 
which  place  lived  a  young  lady,  who  during  a 
vifit  at  my  coufin's,  had  favoured  me  with  a 
preffing  invitation  to  fpend  fome  time  with  her. 
Both  my  relations  made  ufe  of  their  utmoft 
perfuafions  to  prevail  upon  m^e  to  ftay  with 
them  longer ;  but  when  they  found  me  refo- 
lute,  they  permitted  me  to  go.  Mrs.  Clarke, 
however,  infilled  upon  my  accepting  fome 
prefents.  Among  thefe  was  ^^  Barclay's 
Apology,"  which  fome  years  after  proved 
of  the  moft  elfentiai  fervice  to  me.  I  left 
Clarke-Hall  about  nine  o'clock  in  my  cou- 
fin's  chaife,  and  upon  my  arrival  at  Ingate- 
ftone, found,  to  my  great  difappointment, 
that  Mifs  White,  which  was  the  young  lady's 
name,  and  all  her  family,  were  gone  to  Lon- 
don, to  be  prefent  at  the  yearly  meeting  of 
their  fed.  Upon  this  I  ordered  the  fervant 
to  drive  to  the  beft  inn  j  after  which  I  dif- 
charged  him,  and  fent  hixm  home. 

Whilft  my   dinner  was    getting  ready,   I 

ia-untered  to  the  end  of  the  town  s  and  being 

E  2  ftruck 
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ftnick  with  the  profpect  that  appeared  before 
one,  I  afcended  a  hill  at  fome  diftance,  in 
order  to  have  the  more  extenfive  view.  It 
is  not  in  the  power  of  language  to  do  juflice 
to  the  pidure  which  here  prefented  itfelf, 
ahhough  but  an  inland  country.  At  the 
bottom  of  the  hill  on  which  I  ftood,  there 
T/as  a  farm-houfe,  furrounded  with  fields, 
that  fpoke  the  induftry,  as  wtII  as  opulence 
of  die  owner  ;  for  I  have  obferved  that  fm.all 
farms,  occupied  by  indigent  people,  are  fel- 
dom  kept  in  that  order  and  neatnefs  which 
large  ones  are. 

After  gratifying  my  fight  with  this  rural 
fcene  for  fome  tim.e,  I  thought  it  proper  to 
return.  Before  I  had  got  far,  I  obftrved 
fomething  gliding  tov/ards  me  which  ap- 
peared to  be  fhining ;  and  what  ihculd  it  be 
but  a  ferpent,  which  my  fear  magnified  to 
an  enormous  fize.  I  ran  to  avoid  it,  and  i/i 
my  fright  leaped  over  a  ftile ,  which  I  had 
jio  fooner  done,  than  a  boy,  v/ho  flood  near 
k,  defired  I  would  not  proceed,  as  there  was 
a  very  vicious  bull  in  the  adjacent  pafture. 
Thus  fituated  between  Scylla  and  Charybdis, 
1  knev/  not  which  to  run  the  rifk  of,  the 
beaft  or  the  reptile.  But  the  boy  alluring 
me  the  ferpent  fhould  not  hurt  me,  as  he  had 
a  good  lliclc,  and  would  defend  me  from  it, 
I  chofe  the  lefier  evil  of  the  two,  and  was 
efcorted  by  my  ruftic  champion  over  the 
next  field.     My  knight,  however,  had  not  fo 

ITiUCh 
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much  of  the  true  fpirit  of  chivahy  in  hhn, 
as  to  refufe  a  gratification  for  his  fei*vices; 
and  he  returned  as  well  pleafed  with  a  fix- 
pence  I  bellowed  upon  him,  as  ever  knight- 
errant  did  with  a  fcarf  received  from  the 
hands  of  his  fair  mifbrefs  at  a  tournament, 
or  the  thanks  of  a  diilreiTed  damfel  whopa 
he  had  releafed  from  the  hands  of  her  ra~ 
vilTier. 

As  I  walked  the  remainder  of  the  way  to- 
wards the  town,  the  thought  being  probably 
infpired  by  the  fight  of  the  ferpent,  I  could 
not  help  imagining  my  fituation  fimilar  to 
that  of  our  fird  parent  Eve,  on  her  expuldon 
from  Paradife;  v/andering  forlorn,  v/itliout 
friends,  or  even  a  place  of  abode,  and  Pro- 
vidence alone  my  guide.  Nay  worfc  did  I 
fancy  my  lot  to  be ;  as  our  great  mother  had 
a  companion  to  cheer  the  tedious  way,  and 
partake  of  her  future  fortune  >  one  who  loved 
her  fo  well,  as  voluntarily  to  forfeit  his  blifs- 
ful  fbate,  to  accompany  her  in  her  exile,  and 
combat  unknown  evils.  Whilfc  my  fide  was 
left  all  unguarded. 

My  mind  v/as  fo  totally  occupied  y/ith  thefe 
gloomy  thoughts  that  I  Hiould  have  prolonged 
my  walk  till  the  declining  fun  had  warned  me 
to  return,  had  I  not  been  apprehen(ive  of 
meeting  more  vicious  bulls  andvenemous  fer~. 
pents.  Urged,  therefore,  rather  by  fear  than, 
appetite,  I  re-entered  the  gate  of  the  inn  j 
and  my  landlady  appearing  to  be  a  decent 
R  3  v*'omaAa, 
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woman;,  and  very  connmunicative;,  as  I  wiilied 
to  feek  out  an  eligible  refidence  in  the  tov/n 
or  neighbourhoodi  I  requefted  the  pleafure 
of  her  company  to  dine  with  me. 

During  our  dinner  fhe  informed  me  that 
Lord  Petre  had  a  noble  houfe  and  eilate  ad- 
joining to  that  town ;  adding  that  his  Lord- 
.fbip*s  family  was  one  of  the  worthicft  in  the 
v/orld,  although  they  were  Roman-Cathclics .  I 
could  not  help  fmiling  at  this  refervation  ; 
which  Die  obferving,  begged  my  pardon  ; 
faying,  "  I  fear,  Madam.,  you  are  one." 
I  replied,  **  I  am  indeed  an  unworthy  one.'* 
As  I  fpoke,  the  darting  tear  gliftened  in  my 
eye,  at  the  recolle6lion  of  my  remiiiTnefs  in 
the  duties  of  the  religion  I  profeffed.  I 
however  fmothered  the  upbrai dings  of  my 
mind,  and  inquired  who  lived  at  the  farm.- 
houfe  v/hich  was  fo  pleafantiy  fituated  at 
fome  diftance  from  the  town.  She  informed 
me  that  it  belonged  to  a  rich  farm.er,  but 
they  were  Papifbes.  I  then  defired  fhe  would 
inftru6c  me  in  the  diftindion  betv/een  Roman* 
Catholics  and  Papifhes,  as  fhe  termed  them, 
"  Lord,  Mifs,"  anfwered  fhe,  '^  fure  you 
"  know  the  difference  between  a  Hind  and 
*'  a  Lord  ?"  At  any  other  time,  the  woman's 
curious  explanation  would  have  afforded 
me  fome  diverfioni  but  at  prefent  my 
mind  was  too  much  engroffed  by  the  wifh 
to  obtain  admifTion  into  the  farm  I  had 
;  feen^. 
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feen,  to  take  that  notice  of  her  fuppofed  v/it 
fne  expedted  me  to  do. 

I  then  informed  her,  that  as  I  had  come 
to  Ingateftone  upon  a  vifit  to  Mifs  White, 
and  fhould  be  very  much  difappointed  to  re- 
turn without  having  {cen  her,  I  fliould  be 
greatly  obliged  to  her,  if  fhe  could  prevail 
on  the  farmer  to  board  and  lodge  me  till 
that  young  lady  came  back  from  London. 
"  That's  imipofTible,"  returned  my  hoftefs, 
*'  for  I  tind  you  are  a  Quaker  inilead  of  a 
*^  Catholic/'  I  afllired  her  again  that  1  was 
of  that  perfuafion,  and  would  foon  convince 
the  farmer's  family  that  I  was  fo.  A  meffen- 
ger  was  now  difpatched  to  make  inquiry 
whether  my  propofal  would  be  agreeable ; 
with  whc*n  Mrs.  Williams,  the  farmer's 
v/ife,  returned  ;  and  the  good  woman  being 
as  much  pleafed  with  me  as  1  was  with  her, 
we  foon  came  to  an  agreement. 

In  the  evening  I  went  to  my  new  place  of 
abode ;  where  the  firft  perlbn  I  faw  was  my 
little  champion,  who  ran  to  falute  me.  I  was^ 
then  introduced  to  all  the  family,  which  con* 
fifted  of  the  farmxr,  his  wife,,  two  fons,  one 
of  whom  was  a  widower  with  two  children, 
■the  other  a  bachelor,  and  feveral  domeflics. 
This  was  the  ftate  of  the  famiily  I  was  now 
-become  a  member  of;  a  family  of  induftry 
and  true  happinefs.  At  night  I  was  fhovm 
into  a  neat  bed-chamber,  which  had  been 
fitted  up  by  the  late  Mrs.  Williams,  the 
E  4  widower's 
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widower's  wife,  in  a  fuperior  ilyle  to  any 
other  part  of  the  houfe,  for  her  own  ufe,  and 
v>^hich  I  found  ftored  with  books,  I  fhould 
not  have  expected  to  meet  with  in  fuch  a 
refidence.  This  circumllance  gave  me  in- 
finite pleafure,  as  my  pafTion  for  reading  was 
rather  increafed  than  relaxed,  by  m.y  being 
debarred  that  enjoyment  at  Clarke-Hall. 
Morning  and  evening,  Mr.  Williams  read 
prayers  to  the  whole  family,  not  a  cow-boy 
being  excufed  from  attending.  At  our  meals 
a  cheerfulnefs  fat  on  every  countenance,  ex- 
cept that  of  the  widower,  who  feemed  to  re- 
tain a  decent  forrow  for  his  late  loft  partner. 
Mrs.  Williams  appeared  to  pay  greater  at- 
tention to  this  fon  than  to  the  other  j  not,  as 
file  faid,  from  her  having  more  affection  for 
him,  but  becaufe  his  fituation  had  a  claim 
which  the  other,  who  was  unthinkingly  happy, 
had  not.  My  kind  hoft  gained  admittance 
for  me  on  Sundays  and  holidays,  into  Lord 
Petre's  chapel.  And  in  my  prefent  peace- 
ful refidence,  partly  owing  to  this  circum- 
fiance,  I  felt  a  tranquillity  which  1  had  never 
enjoyed  fince  my  return  from  my  ever- 
regretted  convent. 

From  many  inllances  in  m.y  letters,  par- 
ticularly from  the  whole  of  this,  you  fee  that 
I  have  attended  to  your  injun6tions  of  rela- 
ting the  minuted  circumftances  of  miy  life. 
The  minuting,  you  fay,  lead  to  the  elucida- 
tion of  greater  events.     I  have,  therefore, 

though 
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though  they  may  be  confidered  as  frivolona 
by  the  public,  when  they  are  laid  before 
them;».  and  fometimes  may  prove  tedious  ta 
you,  obeyed  your  commands,  at  the  expence, 
perhaps,  of  my  literary  fame.  Having. 
made  this  obfervation,  I  will  bid  you,  for 
the  prefent,  adieu  ! 

G.  A.  B, 


LETTER       XVI. 

Feb.  1 3,  1 7 — V 

URING  my  flay  at  this  retired  abode,  I 
often  v/rote  to  my  mother,  but  never- 
could  obtain  an  anfwer.  I  was  the  more  fur- 
prifcd  at  this,  as  Mr.  Moore  had  informed  my 
Goufm  Clarke,,  that  it  was  generally  believed 
that  I  was  innocent,  of  any  acquiefcence  in 
my  elopemient.  After  having  refided  in  this.- 
tranquil  place  for  fom.e  weeks,  I  one  evening 
took  a  walk  to  the  field  where  the  ferpenthad 
alarmed  me,  in  order  to  enjoy  once  more  the 
profpe6lthat  had  then fo del ightedmie.  Upon, 
this  eminence  there  was  a  large  tree,  under, 
the  fpreading  boughs  of  which  feats  were 
placed  for  the  accommodation  of  thofe  who 
came  to  enjoy  the  view;  and  on  oneofthefe 
I  placed  myfelf.  Having  tired  the  eye,  and 
fatisfied  the  curiofity,  I  hadrecourfeto  a  book 
which!  had  brought  with  me^  to  prolong  my 
E  5  indul- 


94  THE      LIFE      OF 

indulgence  on  this  fweet  fpot.  The  book 
which  I  had  put  in  my  pocket,  happened  to 
be  "  Mrs.  Rovve's  Letters  from  the  Dead  to 
"  the  Living  ;"  in  which  I  read,  till  the  fub- 
jedl  had  thrown  a  gloom  over  my'  mind.  I 
arofe  to  return  home;  when  prefently  I 
thought  I  fawmy  mother's  apparition  making 
tov/ards  me.  Her  figure  was  fo  remarkable, 
and  fo  ftrongly  was  the  impreflion  of  her 
beloved  form  imprinted  on  my  memory,  that 
i  could  not  be  deceived.  I  immediately 
€onje6lured  that  her  filence  had  been  occa- 
ironed  by  her  death;  and,  heated  asmyimagi- 
nationwas,  by  the  fubjedt  I  had  juft  been  read- 
ing, concluded  fhe  was  come  to  upbraid  me 
with  being  the  occafion  of  it.  Thefuppofition 
that  I  had  been  the  fatal,  though  innocent, 
caufe  of  her  diifolution,  fo  overwhelmed  my 
fpirits,  that  I  fell  fenfelefs  on  the  flowery 
carpet  of  nature.  But  what  tranfports  did  I 
fee] J  to  find  myfelf,  on  my  recovery,  really 
elafped  in  her  arms!  "It  was  fhe  herfelf. 
**  Happy,  happy  hour!"  I  cried,  enraptur- 
ed, "  do  I  once  more  receive  the  endear- 
*'  ments  of  a  parent!"  The  voice  of  for- 
givenefs  could  not  have  been  more  accept- 
able to  m-e,  had  I  really  been  culpable. 

As  foon  as  my  perturbations  at  this  unex- 
pefted  happinefs  were  a  little  fubfided,  I 
inquired  of  my  mother,  what  had  occafioned 
the  alteration  •  in  her  fentiments  that  I  now 
experienced.     She   informed  me    that   her 

relation. 
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relation^  who  had  proved  fuch  an  inveterate 
enemy  to  me,  was  lately  dead 5  and  that  af- 
ter her  deceafe,  they  difcovered  that  flie  had 
fecreted  every  one  of  my  letters,  the  whole 
feeing  found  among  her  papers.  My  mother 
acknowledged  that  my  (ilence  had  greatly 
exafperated  Mrs.  Jackfon  and  herfelf  againft 
me,  but  ftill  fhe  could  not  help  feverely  re* 
preaching  herfelf  at  times^  for  difcarding  a 
young  creature  like  me,  without  having  been 
well  allured  of  my  guilt.  Had  fhe  but  re- 
flected a  m.oment,  fhe  faid,  upon  the  circum- 
ftances  attending  my  elo|3€ment,  fhe  muft 
have  been  convinced  of  my  innocence  -,  for 
if  I  had  been  acceflary  to  it,  I  Ihould  have- 
taken  my  little  wardrobe  and  other  necef- 
faries  with  me,  as  well  as  the  profits  arifing 
from  my  benefits;  which  I  had  infifted  on- 
her  keeping  in  her  poffeffion.  Every  cir- 
cumflance  now,  fhe  confeiTed,  appeared 
in  a  different  light,  and  pleaded  as  much  ia 
my  behalf,  as  they  had  before,  v/hcn 
viewed  through  a  falfe  medium,  feemed 
to  condemn  me,  *'*  Being  thus,"  continued 
my  mother,  *^  from  the  difcoVery  of  my  re- 
"  lation's  treacherous  condud,  and  the  tefbi- 
"  mony  of  concurrent  circumftances,  per- 
**  fedrly  convinced  of  your  innocence,  and 
"  having  likev/ife  now  obtained  your  ad- 
*'  drefs,  I  haftened  on  the  wings  of  maternal 
«*  affedion,  to  atone  for  my  unkind  and  in- 
*J  confiderate  behaviour.  Finding  you  from 
E  6  '  «*  home 
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"  hoiTie  on  my  arrival  at  the  farm,  and  Mrs. 
"  Williams  pointing  out  the  way  you  had 
*'  taken,  my  impatience  would  not  fufFer  me 
*'  to  v/ait  your  return." 

After  thanking  my  mother  again  and  again, 
for  this  renewal  of  her  tendernefs,  and  hav- 
ing given  her  a  jufl  and  true  account  of 
every  thing  which  had  befallen  me  fince  lafb 
I  faw  her,  I  could  not  help  blaming  her  for 
fufpefting  me,  even  for  a  moment,  of  deceit. 
Sincerity  I  told  her  I  valued  miyfelf  upon. 
She  had  been  an  inmate  of  my  bofom  from 
the  firft  hour  that  knowledge  had  darted  her 
l^eams  on  my  infant  mind.  That  ^ag  had 
blefTed  m.e  through  life  with  her  loved  foci- 
ecy ',  and  notwithftanding  her  friendfliip  had 
often  coll  m-e  dear,  yet  I  truiled  (he  would 
attend  mt  to  the  grave. 

Having  thus  eafed  our  labouring  hearts  of 
the  burthen  which  had  fat  heavy  on  both  for 
fo  long  a  time,  v;e  walked  tov/ards  the  farm. 
As  we  went  along,  I  thanked,  in  many  a  fi- 
!ent  ejaculation,  that  Being  who  had  brought 
about  this  pleafing  revolution  in  m.y  affairs  ; 
;ind  that  by  fuch  unexpected  means.  ''  The 
**  ways  of  Fleaven  indeed,"  faid  I,  in  a 
mental  exclamation,  "  are  dark  and  intri- 
**  cate.  Puzzled  with  mazes,  and  perplexed 
•*  v/ith  errors,  our  underftanding  traces  them 
*^  in  vain;  nor  fees  with  how  m.uch  art  the 
'*  windings  run,  nor  where  the  regular  con- 
"  fufion  ends/' 

It 
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It  v/as  with  concern  I  heard  from  my 
mother  that  my  good  friend  Mrs.  Jackfon>. 
who  had  been  for  fome  time  a  widoW;,  had 
married  again,  very  indifcreetly,  to  an  Iriih 
gentleman  of  the  law,  by  name  Kelly ;  and. 
that  Ihe  was  preparing  to  accompany  him  to 
Ireland.  As  my  attachment  to  that  lady 
was  founded  both  on  affedlion  and  gratitude, 
the  intelligence  I  had  juil  received  imbit- 
tered  in  fome  degree  my  newly-revived  hap- 
pinefs.  But  as  my  mother's  tendernefs  was 
now  as  excefTive  as  her  refentment  had  been 
vehement;  this,  joined  to  the  natural  viva- 
city of  my  difpofition,  foon  reilored  my 
fpirits  to  their  ufual  hilarity. 

My  mother  having  brought  me  apparel 
fuited  to  the  feafon,  vanity,  which,  notwith- 
Handing  all  my  mortifications,  was  flill  alive 
in  my  heart,  impelled  me  to  appear,  the 
following  Sunday,  in-  a  gayer  drefs  than  I  had 
done  fince  I  had  been  here.  It  is  true  I  had 
never  loft  fight  of  that  plain  neatnefs  which  I 
had  adopted  upon  coming  into  the  country; 
but  the  addition  of  fome  very  fine  laces  given 
me  by  Mrs.  Jackfon,  and  the  being  accou- 
tred, upon  the  whole,  more  falhionably, 
excited  enquiries  which  till  now  had  never 
exifted.  Whilft  I  was  the  neat,  fimpie, 
filent,  inoffenfive  girl,  I  pafTed  uncenfured; 
and  the  good  people  with  whom  I  refided 
fhewed  me  every  refpedt,  and  doated  upon 
me.     But  when^  encouraged  by  the  ilranger 

who 
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who  had  come  from  London,  I  appeared  the 
gay,  fprightly,  well-drefled  fine  lady,  they 
viewed  me  with  pity  mixed  with  contempt. 
From  the  behaviour  of  thefe  ruftics  may 
probably  be  acquired  a  furer  criterion  of  the 
garb  and  demeanour  that  betokens  fimplicity 
of  manners,  and  innocence  of  heart,  than 
from  all  the  fcientinc  rules  of  philofophy,, 
or  the  moral  precepts  of  divines. 

Had  I  duly  profited  by  this  incident,, 
which  I  ought  to  have  confidered  as  a  well- 
meant  reproof,  I  Ihould  have  been  content 
with  a  humble  line  of  life.  •  But  the  happi- 
nefs  attendant  on  fimplicity  and  innocence, 
was  not  to  be  my  lot.  Pride  prompted  me 
to  believe,  that  it  was  my  indifpenfible  duty 
to  fupport  my  parent  in  a  genteeler  ftyle  than 
her  penfion  would  admit  of;  and  no  other 
method  prefented  itfelf  for  doing  this,  than 
returning  to  my.  theatrical  profeffion.  This 
confequently  I  concluded  on. 

I  had  no  fooner  formed  the  refolution  of 
treading  the  flage  once  more,  than  the  calm 
retreat  I  had  lately  been  fo  fond  of,  grew 
irkfome  to  me.— Rural  walks,  mofs-grown 
feats,  fpreading  trees,  books,  and  contem- 
plation, loft  their  charms — The  profpedls  I 
had  fo  often  viewed  widi  rapture  and  de- 
light, were  no  longer  plealing  to  my  eye. 
— The  ftillnefs  of  a  country  life  palled  upon 
my  imagination.— The  wholefome  viands, 
the  nut-brown  ale,  the  frefli-gathered  fruits, 

the 
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the  hearty  welcome,  the  cheerful  gibe,  and 
all  the  pleafures  of  a  ruftic  table,  were  now 
diflafleful  to  me. — I  welcomed  in  idea,  all 
the  gay  fcenes  into  which  I  was  about  to 
enter,  together  with  their  infeparable  con- 
comitants, noife,  riot,  difUpation,  folly,  and 
pain, 

G.  A.  B, 


LETTER       XVII, 


Feb.  22,  i7-*i 

^1*^0  the  great  fatisfa6tion  of  the  farmer's 
J^  honeft  family,  who  now  viewed  both 
my  m.other  and  me  with  fufpicious  eyes, 
ihe  in  a  few  days  fet  off  for  London,  whither 
I  was  foon  to  follow  her.  Upon  her  getting 
to  town,  Ihe  was  to  procure  me  a  lodging 
fomewhere  in  the  environs,  and  then  to  wait 
on  Mr.  Rich,  to  know  whether  he  chofe  to 
engage  me  again.  As  (he  was  going  towards 
Covent- Garden  for  this  purpofe,  fhe  acci- 
dentally met  Mr.  Sheridan;  who  having 
commenced  manager  of  a  theatre  in  Dublin, 
was  come  to  England  to  raife  recruits.  That 
gentleman  immediately  enquired  for  me,  ex- 
prefTing  at  the  fame  time  a  defire  to  engage 
me.  My  mother  replied,  that  fhe  did  not 
think  it  prudent  to  liften  to  any  propofal,: 

till 
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till  Ihe  had  firft  obtained  the  confent  of  Mi% 
Rich,  to  whom  her  daughter  lay  under  the 
greateft  obligations.  Mr.  Sheridan  acquief- 
cing  in  this,  my  mother  promifed  to  acquaint 
him  v/ith  the  refuit  of  Kcr  intemew  with 
Mr.  Rich. 

My  mother  had  no  fooner  mentioned  her 
accidental  meeting  with  Mr.  Sheridan,  and 
his  wiih  to  engage  me,  than  Mr.  Ri(;li  gave 
her,  v/ithout  the  leaft  hefitation,  at  once  a 
proof  of  his  regard,  and  his  difintereflednefs. 
He  advifed  her  by  all  micans  to  accept  the 
prcpofal;  as  I  fhould  not  only  receive  the 
inftrudions  of  lb  great  a  mailer^,  but  have 
an  opportunity  of  appearing  in  every  prin- 
cipal chara6ler,  an  advantage  I  could  not  be 
indulged  with  on  a  London  ilage  -,  the  pof- 
feffion  of  parts  at  that  time  (except  when  per- 
mitted novices  for  a  trial  of  their  theatrical 
Hiill)  being  confidered  as  much  the  fropertj 
of  performicrs,  as  their  weekly  falary. 

Upon  my  arrival  in  town,  a  letter  was  de- 
livered me  at  the  inn  from  my  miOther, 
wherein  fhe  informed  me  that  (he  had  taken 
a  lodging  for  me  at  Chelfea;  to  which  I 
drove.  I  found  Mr.  Sheridan  there,  and 
my  engagement  with  him  was  foon  conclud- 
ed. Having  but  a  fhort  time  allowed  me  to 
make  the  neceffary  preparations,  and  being 
as  m.uch  aihamed  to  appear  before  any  per- 
fon  I  knew,  as  if  the  fcandal  propagated 
againfl  me  had  been  well  founded,    I    left 

London 
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London  v/ithout  taking  leave  of  any  one. 
My  heart  indeed  upbraided  me  with  want  of 
politenefs,  and  with  the  higheil  degree  of 
ingratitude)  in  not  paying  my  refpedls,  be- 
fore I  went,  to  Mr.  Rich  and  to  Mr.  Quin, 
gentlemen  to  whom  I  lay  under  fuch  great 
and  numerous  obligations  ;  but  I  could  not 
fo  far  overcome  my  bafhful  timidity,  as  to 
do  it. 

In  my  agreement  with  Mr.  Sheridan,  I 
only  ftipulated  for  one  chara6ler,  which  I  was 
apprehenfive  my  youth  might  be  an  objec- 
tion to,  and  which  it  is  here  neceiTary  to 
m^ention,  as  it  was  afterwards  produ6live  of 
difagreeable  confequences.  It  was  the  part 
of  Conftance  in  "  King  John."  A  charadler 
which  (although  it  might  be  objefbed  to  my 
playing  it,  that  I  was  not  only  incapacitated 
from  my  want  of  experience  on  the  ftage, 
but  from  my  figure,  which  would  have  been 
more  properly  adapted  to  the  lady's  fon. 
Prince  Arthur)  I    had  fet  my  heart  upon. 

Befides  myfelf  and  my  mother,  who  had 
conditioned  to  attend  me,  there  were  feve- 
ral  other  perfons  whom  the  Irifh  manager 
had  engaged  and  agreed  to  frank,  as  well 
as  us,  to  Dublin.  We  fet  off  with  that 
gentleman  from  his  lodgings,  and  nothing 
worth  relating  happened  till  we  arrived  at 
Parkgate.  When  we  got  there,  the  wind  be- 
ing contrary,  Mr.  Sheridan  took  his  leave  of 
us,   and  committing  the  management  of  the 

troop 
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troop  to  my  mother,  fet  off  dire6tly  for 
Holyhead. 

I  have  often  thought  there  was  a  great 
fimilarity  between  the  little  troop  we  muller- 
ed  here,  and  the  company  of  itinerant 
players  defcribed  with  fiich  infinite  humour 
by  Scarron.  It  conlifted  of  Mrs.  Elmy;  a 
young  adventurer,  named  Lacy;  an  humble 
admirer  of  that  lady,  a  Mr.  Morgan,  in  the 
lafl  ftage  of  a  confumption;  my  mother; 
myfelf;  and  (before  he  left  us)  the  mana- 
ger. After  the  latter  had  quitted  us,  my 
mother  and  Mrs.  Elmy,  who  was  a  humourift 
and  pofTelTed  of  great  good  fttt^e,  but  by 
her  want  of  powers,  was  prevented  from 
making  a  confpicuous  figure  upon  the  ftage> 
were  ever  difputing  about  fomething  or 
Other.  The  contrail  between  the  deport- 
ment and  difpofition  of  the  two  was  equal 
to  the  extremes  of  light  and  fhade.  To  an 
indifferent  obferver,  the  formality  and  re- 
ferve  of  my  honoured  parent,  compared 
with  the  levity  and  aiTumed  low  humoujr 
of  Mrs.  Elmy  (both  affumed  fometimes, 
through  contradidiion)  afforded  a  truly 
laughable  fcene. 

Of  this  I  muft  give  you  the  following 
inftance.  During  our  journey,  we  had  paiTed 
through  a  place  in  StafFordfhire,  named 
Evifee-Bank,  with  the  name  of  which  Mrs. 
Elmy  was  fo  enchanted,  that  to  gratify  her 
whim^  Ihe  was  immediately  nominated  Coun- 
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lefs  of  Evifee  by  your  humble  fervant.  The 
creation  of  this  new  dignity  was  the  means  of 
frequently  putting  my  mother  out  of  humour. 
For  in  all  the  inns  we  put  up  at,  the  newly- 
created  countefs  had  the  bell  apartment,, 
and  miore  refped  and  attendance  were  fhown 
her  than  the  reft  of  the  company.  Upon  ob- 
ferving  this  conftantly  repeated,  my  mother 
toldmic,  that  if  I  did  not  immediately  ^//dig- 
nify her  ladyfhip,  ihe  would  leave  her  com- 
panions, and  purfue  the  journey  with  only 
my  divinityfhip.  I  was  therefore  obliged, 
when  we  arrived  at  Parkgate,  to  take  the 
lady's  title  from  her,  and  reduce  her  once 
more  to  plain  Mrs.  Elmy. 

Having  waited  feveral  days,  at  Parkgate^ 
without  a  probability  of  failing,  and  the 
place  being  rendered  more  difagreeable  than 
it  is,  by  the  houfes  being  crowded  with 
pafTengers  j  Mrs.  Elmy  prevailed  upon  me 
to  endeavour  to  perfuade  my  mother  to  go 
to  the  head.  I  was  to  urge  as  a  reafon,^ 
that  our  ftay  at  Parkgate  would  in  all  pro* 
bability  prove  much  more  expenfive  than 
the  journey.  A  wilh  to  oblige  Mrs.  Elmy, 
together  with  curiofity  to  fee  this  part  of 
"Wales,  induced  me  to  exert  all  my  power 
over  my  mother  upon  the  occafion.  I  at 
length,  though  not  without  great  difficulty, 
fucceeded;  and  we  fent  to  hire  horfes  and  a 
guide,  to  fet  off  the  next  morning. 

Shall  I  conclude  this  letter  here,  before 
we  fet  offi  Madam,  or  fhall  I  entertain  you 

firft 
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firft  with  the  diverting  hiftory  of  our  excur- 
fion  over  the  Welch  mountains  ?  As  I  have 
an  hour  to  fpare  from  any  neceflary  avoca- 
tion, as  my  head  is  tolerably  clear,  and  as 
my  fingers  are  untired,  I  will  proceed ;  as 
methinks  I  hear  you  bid  me. 

Know  then,  that  the  next  morning  our  little 
company  fet  out  on  their  intended  journey  for 
Holyhead,  as  I  informed  you  it  v/as  agreed 
to  do.  As  I  never  had  been  on  horfeback 
before,  I  was  not  fenfible  of  the  taflc  I  had 
undertaken.  But  the  horfes  in  this  part  of 
the  world  are  fo  gentle,  and  fo  accuilomed 
to  the  road,  that  there  is  little  danger  of  any 
inconvenience  arifing,  but  that  of  fatigue.    ■ 

After  travelling  that  day  without  any  acci- 
dent, the  next  morning,  at  breakfaft,  we  were 
joined  by  a  party  of  Irifli  gentlemen,  with 
whom  we  had  dined  when  we  were  at  Chefter, 
and  who  were  purfuing  the  fame  route  as  our- 
felves.  We  were  very  happy  in  the  encounter, 
as  their  party  greatly  enlivened  ours.  One 
of  thefe  gentlemen,  whofe  name  was  Crump, 
and  of  whom  I  fhall  have  occafion  to  make 
frequent  mention  in  thecourfe  of  my  narrative, 
paid  fo  much  afliduous  attention  to  my  mother, 
that  we  all  concluded  fhe  had  made  a  conqucft 
of  him.  It  will  be  neceffary  to  remark  that 
my  mother  being  perfe^lly  recovered  from- 
that  deje6lion  which  her  anxiety  for  me  had 
occafioned,  and  poflefrmg  ftill  fome  remains  of 
that  beauty  which  had  once  captivated  one  of 
the  moil  canfpicuous  charaders  in  this  king- 
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dom,  the  fuppofition  was  not  an  improbable 
one.  Her  Hibernian  admirer  was  about 
fifty  years  of  age,  hard  favoured,  but  very 
lively,  obliging,  and  intelligent.  He  was 
by  profeffion  a  linen-merchant,  and  was  upon 
his  return  from  Chefter  fair,  which  he  con- 
ftantly  attended  twice  a  year. 

We  had  exceeding  fine  weather  till  we 
came  to  Penmanmav/r ;  when,  juft  as  we 
were  afcending  that  ftupendous  rock,  the 
horizon  became  of  a  fudden  overcaftj  the 
big  clouds,  clad  in  their  deepefl  fable,  rolled 
over  us,  and  fpouted  forth  fuch  cataradls 
of  rain,  as  feemed  to  forebode  a  fecond  de- 
luge ;  the  moon,  which  was  not  as  yet  hid, 
juit  ferved  to  give  us  a  view^  by  its  glim- 
mering light,  of  the  dreadful  abyfs  that  lay 
below  ;  the  peals  of  thunder,  which  were 
almioH  without  intermiffion,  threatened  to 
burft  the  heavens ;  whilfb  the  forky  flalhes 
of  lightning  feemed  to  denounce  our  imme- 
diate difiblution,  and  remiinded  me  of  good 
old  Lear*s  exclamation : 


Tremble  thou  wretch, 


*'  That  haft  within  thee  undivulged  crimes 
**  Unwhipt  of  juftice.  " 

In  this  awful  and  tremendous  fituation, 
Mrs.  Elmy  fell  from  her  horfe^  and  as  the 
road  was  at  this  time  too  narrrow  to  admit 
two  horfes  abreafb,  her  fall  impeded  the 
jjrogrefs  of  the  whole  company,  except  that 

of 
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of  my  mother,  who  with  the  guide  led  the 
van.  Some  of  the  gentlemen  inftantly  dif- 
mounted,  in  order  to  place  the  difaftroiis 
heroine  upon  her  palfrey;  when,  to  their 
great  furprile,  as  well  as  ours,  fhe  would  not 
fuffer  herfelf  to  be  moved  from  the  ground, 
till  fhe  had  repeated  the  following  lines  from 
Jane  Shore :  * 

*'  Fall  then,  ye  mountains,  on  my  guilty  head  ; 
*'  Hide  me,  ye  rocks,  within  your  fecret  caverns  ; 
**  Caft  your  black  veil  upon  my  fliame,  O  night ; 
;    **■  And  iliield  me  with  your  fable  wings  for  ever.  " 

This  piece  of  prefumptuous  humour  failed.. 
of  its  defired  effed  ;  not  one  of  the  company 
feeming  to  be  pleafed  with  it  but  herfelf. 
Indeed  it  was  very  ill-timed.  So  much  fo 
"was  it,  that  one  of  the  gentlemen  who  had 
joined  us,  and  who  profelTed  himfelf  a  Free- 
thinker, but  was  really,  as  his  own  words 
evince,  an  Atheift,  declared,  with  a  great  oath, 
that  the  lady  was  much  to  blame  tofpout  tra- 
gedy, when  the /pouts  of  heaven  were  let  loofe 
upon  us.  To  which  he  added,  that  fuch  an 
awful  fcene  as  now  prefented  itfelf,  almoft 
perfuaded  him  there  was  ^  Deity.  The  hor- 
ror Mrs.  Elmy's  ludicrous  behaviour  in  fuch 

^^  AaV.  Scene  lail. 
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an  alarming  fituation  had  excited  in  my  mind, 
was  not  leffened  by  this  declaration  of  our 
fellow-traveller.  They  both,  united,  feemed 
more  dreadful  than  the  tempeft  in  which  we 
were  involved ;  as  I  was  apprehenfive,  that 
Divine  vengeance  would  await  us  for  being 
in  fuch  company. 

When  the  lady  condefcended  to  rife,  flie 
found  that  Ihe  had  cut  her  foot  againft  a 
flone  by  the  fall,  and  Ihe  complained  much 
of  the  pain  it  occafioned;  for  which  reafoa 
Ihe  flopped  at  a  cottage  at  the  foot  of  the 
Mawr,  to  bathe  it  with  brandy.  Though 
drenched  with  rain,  I  would  have  continued 
with  her,  had  not  my  mother  infilled  on  my 
going  on.  Indeed,  this  was  not  a  time  to 
iland  on  compliments.  My  mother  was  ap- 
prehenfive, as  I  had  only  a  fuflian  riding- 
habit  on  (the  feafon  of  the  year,  and  the  ge- 
neral ferenity  of  the  weather,  having  pre- 
vented me  from  providing  myfelf  with  a 
great  coat)  that  I  fhould  get  cold,  by  which 
my  voice  m.ight  have  been  affeded.  This 
confideration  induced  her  to  confent  to  Mr. 
Crum.p'sfolicitationsoftaking  me  behind  him. 

As  foon  as  I .  was  feated,  that  gentleman 
put  fpurs  to  his  horfe,  which  was  a  hunter,  and 
away  we  flev/  till  we  arrived  at  Bangor-Ferry. 
Here  a  figure  prefented  itfelf,  fo  exaftly  an- 
fwering  the  defcription  of  Charon,  that  I 
imagined  myfelf  on  the  banks  of  the  Styx. 
As  the  torrents  which  had  fallen  from  -the 

rocks. 
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rocks,  xiuring  the  tempeft,  had  fwoUen  the 
river  to  an  uncommon  height,  this  had 
given  the  v/ater  a  black  tinge ;  and  that  being 
a  quality,  as  we  are  told,  of  the  river  which 
lead-s  to  Tartarus  and  Elyfium,  it  added  to 
the  imaginary  deception. 

Having  crolTed  the  ferry,  Mr.  Crump  and 
myfelf  arrived  at  Bangor  fome  time  before 
the  reft  of  the  company  ;  where  the  miftrefs 
of  the  inn  accommodated  me  with  even  a 
fhift  and  ftockings.  In  all  the  countries 
through  which  I  ever  travelled,  I  never  met 
with  fuch  civil  people  as  at  the  Welch  inns. 
There  is  a  cordiality  in  their  manners,  which 
muft  give  a  fufceptible  mind  the  greateft 
pleafure.  Uncontaminated  with  the  felf- 
interefted  attention  of  thofe  who  belong  to 
more  frequented  inns,  where  every  civility 
muft  be  purchafed,  they  cheerfully  fupply 
you  with  every  accommodation  in  their 
pov/er,  and  are  happy  in  obliging. 

As  foon  as  I  was  apparelled  in  my  linfey- 
woolfey,  which  I  alTure  you  I  found  very 
comfortable,  I  joined  my  fellow-traveller, 
Mr,  Crump,  to  return  him  thanks  for  the 
care  and  civility  he  had  Ihewn  me.  He  had 
prepared  a  good  fire  in  the  parlour  againft 
my  return,  which  was  evidently  done  to 
have  an  opportunity  of  getting  me  alone. 
His  anxiety  to  do  this  muft  have  been  appa- 
rent to  every  one  but  myfelf.  Had  I  obferved 
it,     I  Ihould.  have  thought  him  guilty  of 

an 
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an  unpardonable  prefumption.     For  a  man 
of  his  years,  and  without  one  perfonal  at- 
tra6lion,  to  prelume  to  look  up  to  my  divini- 
tyjhipy  was  a  fuppofition  that  I  could  form 
no  idea  of.     I  could  not,  however,  help  re- 
marking, that  my  companion,   who  had  hi- 
therto been  very  loquacious,  was  now  alto- 
gether as  filent.     As  I  was  much  fatigued, 
and  not  very  well  able  to  keep  up  a  conver- 
fation,  I  was  not  difpleafcd  at  his  taciturnity. 
After  prancing  about  the  room  for  fome 
time,  he  approached  me,   and  with  a  deep- 
fetched   figh,  which  would  have  blown  the 
boat,  we  had  lately  entered,    over  the  river, 
without  the  aiTiftance  of  the  ferry-man,  took 
hold  of  miy  hand.     I  perceived  that  he  was 
much  agitated,  a  circumftance  which,  though 
it  might  hav^e  been  agreeable  in  a  favoured 
lover,  was  very  unbecoming  in  a  perfon  with 
whom  I  had  been  fo  newly  acquainted.     Ac 
length  he   fummoned  up  refohition  enough 
thus  to  addrefs  me:  "  My  dear  Mifs  Bellamy," 
faid  he,  "  anfwer  me  one  queition  :  Were 
r^^  you  ever  in  love  ?  "  My  furprife  at  having 
fuch  an  interrogation  put  to  me,  and  that  in 
^fo  abrupt  a  manner,  prevented  me  from  mak- 
ing   an  immediate  reply;    but    recolleding 
inyfelf,  I  anfwered,  "  Oh  I  yes,  violently.  " 
^'  Are  you  really  attached  ?  "  faid  he.   ^^  For 
<^  ever,  ''  returned  I.     It  would  perhaps  be 
*^  deemed  impertinent, ''  continued  the  gen- 
tleman, *'  were  I   to  prefume  to   afk  with 
Vol.  I.  F  "whom?  '* 
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«f  whom  ?  "  I  told  him,  I  did  not  think  it 
Gould  be  of  any  confequence  to  him  ;  but  if 
it  was,  I  would  gratify  his  curiofity,  by  in- 
forming him  it  was — with  'my/elf.  That  I  was 
a  female  NarcifTus,  and  fhould  always  con- 
tinue fo.  Hehadjuft  time  to  exclaim,  "Then 
I  am  fatisfied,"  when  our  company  appeared. 

Such  objedls  were  they  all  as  furpaffed  de- 
fcription.  My  mother  had  prudently  pro- 
vided herfelf  with  a  good  furtout;  and  the 
guide  having  fome  linen  and  other  neceifaries 
of  hers  fafely  flowed  in  2.  fa  que  de  nuit,  which 
I  had  brought  with  me  from  France,  fhe  was 
foon  equipt.  But  as  for  poor  Mrs.  Elmy, 
fhe  came  badly  off;  as  I  had  already  fecured 
every  unemployed  article  belonging  to  the 
good  hoftefs's  wardrobe.  And  what  was  more 
unfortunate  for  her  than  this,  was,  that  there 
was  no  bed  for  her  in  the  whole  houfe,  but 
one  which  could  only  be  termed  a  crib,  and 
that  was  placed  in  a  clofet  of  the  room  where 
we  were  to  repofe  our  weary  limbs ;  and  it 
was  with  great  relu6lance,  that  my  mother 
confented  to  her  being  flowed  even  in  that 
confined  fpace.  The  gentlemen  were  obliged  to 
fit  up.  At  five  o'clock,  when  the  pofl-boy  ar- 
rived, we  were  called,  and  purfued  our  journey. 

We  arrived  at  Holyhead  jufl  in  time  to 
fave  our  palfage  ;  for  the  packet  failed  in  lefs 
than  half  an  hour  after  we  got  in.  For  my 
own  part,  1  was  fo  much  fatigued  with  the 
journey,  that  as  foon  as  I  got  on  board,  I 

retired 
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i-etlred  to  my  cabin,  where  Morpheus  was  fo 
kind  as  to  touch  me  with  his  leaden  wand, 
which  caufed  me  to  fleep,  till  I  heard  the  cry 
of^^TheHillofHowth!" 

My  arrival  in  another  kingdom  will  furely 
claim  a  feparate  letter ;  I  lliali  therefore  here 
put  an  end  to  this. 

G.  A.  B. 
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March  i,  17— • 

UPON  our  arrival  at  Dublin^  my  mo« 
ther  and  myfelf  were  very  kindly  re- 
ceived by  an  old  intimate  of  hers,  the  lady 
of  the  well  known  Do6lor  Walker.  This 
gentleman,  at  that  time,  was  efteemed  fo 
eminent  in  his  profefTion,  that  he  was  accu- 
mulating by  his  pra6lice  a  capital  fortune, 
notwithilanding  he  lived  in  a  very  genteel 
ftyle.  The  Do6tor  was  then  writing  a  trea- 
tile  againft  the  Irilli  cuilom  of  burying  their 
dead  within  a  few  hours  after  their  deceafe. 
He  endeavoured  therein  to  difiuade  the  Hi- 
bernians from  purfuing  fo  hazardous  a  mode, 
as  by  interring  bodies  before  any  fymptoms 
of  putrefaction  appeared,  it  did  not  unfre- 
quently  happen,  that  thofe  who  might  have 
recovered  their  vital  powers  were  prevented 
from  doing  fo.  When  my  mother  heard  on 
F  2  "  what 
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what  fubjedt  the  Do6lor  was  writing,  fhe  re- 
lated to  him  the  ilory  of  Mrs.  Godfrey,  which 
I  recited  in  my  firft  letter.  As  foon  as  ilie 
had  concluded  it,  to  fhew  the  Dodor  how 
confonant  her  opinion  on  this  point  was  to  his 
own,  fhe  promifed  him,  that  if  flie  v/as  in  the 
fame  kingdom,  with  him.  when  the  king  of  ter- 
rors made  his  approach,  fhe  would  carefully 
attend  to  the  ftate  of  his  corple,  and  take 
care  that  it  fhould  not  be  entombed  whilll 
there  was  the  lead  probability  of  its  refloration 
to  life. 

I  infert  ail  the  circumftances  of  the  fore- 
going converfation  in  fo  particular  a  m^anner, 
as  an  admonition  to  others,  never  to  make  a 
promife  they  do  not  intend  to  perform. 
Punctuality  in  the  performance  of  a  promife 
is  as  obligatory  to  an  honeft  mind  as  the  pay- 
ment of  a  debt.  Yet  how  many  do  we  fee 
profufe  in  the  formxer,  lightly  m.ak in g  promifes 
which  they  never  pay  the  leafb  attention  to 
afierv/ards,  who  would  cenfure  in  the  fevereil 
manner  the  non-payment  of  a  pecuniary  ob- 
ligation !  Though  I  have  been  too  often  ob- 
liged, through  inabUity,  to  defer  the  accom^- 
plifhm.ent  of  many  engagements,  the  involun- 
tary neglect  has  lain  more  heavily  on  my 
mind,  than  any  necefnties  I  may  have  ex- 
perienced from  the  fame  caufe. 

We  continued  at  Dr.  Walker^s  houfe,  till 
we  could  find  one  which  fuited  us ;  and 
this  we   foon  after   did,  contiguous  to  the 

theatre. 
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theatre.  Mrs.  Walker  would  gladly  have 
detained  us,  but  my  iTiOther  objecfted  to  it 
on  many  accounts ;  particularly  becaufe  their 
houfe  is  always  crov/ded  with  coinpany. 

As  foon  as  I  v/as  recovered  from  the  fatigue 
of  myjourneyj  I  went  to  pay  my  refl)e6ts  to 
Mrs.  O'Hara,  Lord  Tyrawley's  Hder,  v/ho 
•had  not  feen  me  fmce  I  was  an  infant.  To 
my  great  grief  I  found  her  blind.  She  was 
much  pleafed  with  my  vifit,  but  fhe  did  not 
greatly  approve  of  the  profefiion  I  had  chofen. 
However,  as  I  went  by  the  name  of  miy  mo- 
ther's hufband,  to  which  alone  I  had  a  right, 
being  born  after  their  marriage,  my  engage- 
ment in  the  theatrical  line  could  not  bring 
public  difgraceon  her  family.  She,  notwith- 
{landing,  propofed  herfelfto  introduce  me  to 
all  her  acquaintance  as  her  niece  >  which  fhe 
accordingly  did,  as  the  acknowledged  daugh- 
.ter  of  Lord  Tyrawley. 

I  received  extreme  pain  from  a  piece  of 
information  Mrs.  O'Hara  gave  me  j  which 
was  relative  to  the  death  of  my  good  friend, 
the  protedlrefs  of  nriy  early  years,  Mrs.  Pye, 
for  whom  fhe  was  then  in  fecond  mourning. 
I  never  regretted  any  thing  fo  much  as  being 
abfent  from  this  lady  during  her  ilinefs.  I 
fondly  thought,  that  the  unremitted  care  and 
aftedlionate  attention  of  one  ilie  loved  as  her 
own  child,  and  who  looked  upon  her  as  a 
parent,  would  have  prolonged  her  defirabie 
life  i  a  life  trulv  valuable  to  her  hufband^  and 
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all  thofe  who  had  the  happinefs  to  be  of  her 
acquaintance. 

Mrs.  O'Hara  kindly  enquired  into  the 
flate  of  my  finances,  Vv^hich  gave  me  an  op- 
portunity of  making  her  acquainted  v/ith  the 
Dutchefs  of  Queenfberry's  liberality  to  me, 
and  likewife  with  the  mortification  I  had 
received  from  her  grace  at  the  fame  time ; 
with  which  fhe  feemed  much  entertained. 
I  even  informed  her  of  the  event  which  had 
been  the  caufe  of  fo  much  unhappinefs  to 
me.  It  is  an  efrablifhed  maxim  with  me, 
never  to  reft  fatisfied  with  gaining  the  good 
opinion  of  any  perfon  by  halves.  In  endea- 
vouring to  acquire  a  friend,  it  is  neceflary 
to  let  them  into  the  whole  of  your  fituation ; 
otherwife  you  condud  yourfelf  with  the 
fame  abfurdity  as  if,  while  you  confulted 
a  phyfician,  you  concealed  the  fymptoms 
or  nature  of  your  diforder  from  him.  Where 
a  difclofure  of  fecrets  becomes  needful, 
an  open  implicit  confidence  is  required, 
otherwife  the  chance  of  fuccefs  is  greatly 
again  ft  you. 

In  the  afternoon  the  honourable  Mrs.  But- 
ler and  her  daughter  were  announced.  Mrs, 
O'Hara  introduced  rne  as  her  niece,  and  added 
an  eulogium  which  I  by  no  means  merited ; 
and  as  this  lady  was  a  leading  woman  in  the 
faftiionable  world,  had  great  intereft,  and  her 
houfe  was  frequented  by  moft  of  the  nobility, 
Mrs,  O'Hara  folicited  her  protedlion  for  me, 

Mrs. 
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Mrs.  Butkr  was  elegant  in  her  figure,  and  had 
b^en  very  pretty,  of  which  there  were  ftiil 
fome  remains  j  but  the  decay  of  her  beauty 
appeared  to  be  naore  the  refult  of  indifpo- 
fition  than  age.  Her  daughter  was  handfome, 
fpirited,  fenfible,  and  good  humoured.  She 
was  nearly  of  the  fame  age  with  myfelf,  and 
feemed,  even  at  this  firil  interview,  to  hav^ 
contra6ted  a  partiality  for  me,  which  I  reci- 
procally wifhed  to  cultivate.  Before  the  ladies 
took  their  leave,  they  engaged  my  aunt  and 
me  to  come  the  next  day  to  Stephen's-Green 
to  dine  and  fpend  the  evening.  I  promifed 
them  with  the  greateft  readinefs  to  do  myfeljf 
the  honour,  and  my  dear  aunt  agreed  to  ac- 
company me.  As  Mrs.  O'Hara  was  an  in- 
valid, and  as  fhe  knew  flie  muft  trefpafs  the 
next  evening  on  her  ufual  regularity^  Mrs* 
Butler  keeping  late  hours,  I  left  her  early  to 
her  repofe. 

When  I  returned  home,  I  found  our  fel- 
low-traveller, Mr.  Crump,  tete-a-tete  with 
my  mother.  She  informed  me  that  Mifs  St. 
Leger,  one  of  the  three  ladies  I  had  become 
acquainted  w^ith  fome  years  before  at  Mrs. 
Jones's,  had  called  and  requefted  to  fee  me 
the  next  morning,  at  Lady  Doneraile's,  in 
Dawfon-Street.  Thus  from  having  no  female 
acquaintance  in  London^  except  my  own  far- 
mil  y,  I  was  now  en  train  to  be  introduced  into 
the  firll  circle  in  Dublin.  As  I  was  not  a  little 
F  4  elated 
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elated  at  the  reception  I  had  met  with  from 
Mrs.  O'Hara.  1  told  my  mother^  laugh ingy 
that  ihe  muft  diveft  herfelf  of  her  formality, 
which  perhaps  might  induce  Mr.  Crump,  as 
they  feemed  to  have  fo  good  an  opinion  of 
each  other,  to  beftow  all  his  leifure  hours  upon 
her  J  for  there  appeared  to  be  very  little 
probability  of  h^r  having  much  of  my 
company ;  the  time  required  by  the  duties  of 
rny  profefnon,  and  the  engagements  I  was 
likely  to  be  honoured  with,  prom i fin g  to  en- 
gage the  w^hole  of  it.  At  parting  he  pro- 
miied  to  com^ply  with  the  propolal  I  had 
made.  But  my  mother  was  much  difpleafed 
"with  me  for  having  taken  fuch  an  unal- 
lowable freedom  with  her.  I-  have  before 
obfcrved  that  ihe  retained  all  the  formality 
of  Quakerifm,  notwithftanding  fhe  had 
renounced  the  religious  tenets  of  that  peo- 
ple. 

The  next  morning  I  went  to  breakfafl 
with  Mifs  St.  Leger,  by  whom  I  was  re- 
ceived with  ail  that  politenefs  fhe  fo  emi- 
nently poflelTed,  adtuated  by  the  cordial 
warmth  ufually  felt  by  the  fuf:eptible,  on 
embracing  a  loved  intimate  after  a  long  ab- 
fence.  She  inquired  in  the  kindefl:  manner 
after  Mifs  Conway;  and  was  much  affedled 
at  hearing  that  her  friend  was  in  a  declining 
ilate  of  health,  occafioned  by  her  conftant 
attendance    on    the  Princefs  of  Wales,  to 

-   ■         ■  wllQlR 
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whom  flie  was  a  Maid  of  Honour^  which 
prevented  her  from  taking  the  necefiary  fteps 
for  her  recovery.  She  prelTed  me  to  (lay 
'dinner,  but  when  I  informed  her  that  I  was 
pre-engaged,  and  told  her  by  v/hom,  fhe  po- 
litely faid  ihe  was  then  happy,  even  in  being 
deprived  of  my  company ;  as.  the  acquaint- 
ance of  Mrs.  Butler  was  the  moil  defirable  of 
any  in  Dublin,  and  would  prove  mofl  agree- 
able and  beneficial  to  me.  She  at  the  fame 
time  much  regretted  that  fhe  was  deprived  of 
the  pleafure  of  frequenting  that  lady's  houfe, 
which  was  occafioned  by  fome  umbrage  her 
aunt,  Lady  Doneraile,  with  whom  flie  refided;, 
had  given  her. 

My  reception  at  the  Green,  when  I  v/ent 
to  dinner,  was  of  the  moil  flattering  kind. 
It  exceeded  even  my  warmeil  hopes;  and 
Mrs.  Butler  avowed  herfelf  my  patronefs, 
notwithilanding  fhe  had  not  yet  had  an  op- 
portunity of  acquiring  a  knowledge^  whe- 
ther I  really  deferved  that  honour.  When- 
.1  took  leave,  fhe  obligingly  requefted„  that  I 
would  pafs  every  hour,  not  appropriated  to 
the  bufineis  of  the  theatre,  at  her  houfe  j 
which  you  may  be  affured  I  did  not  fail  rea- 
dily to  promife. 

As  I  fix,  which  you  muil  already  have  ob- 
ferved,  on  the  moil  remarkable  periods  of  my 
life  for  the  introduction  of  my  letters,  in  imi- 
tation of  the  divifion  of  their  chapiters  by 
chronologers  -,  and  as  I  am  nowabout  to  ent^r 
-    F  5  oa 
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on  the  beginning  of  nny  theatrical  exigence  oh 
the  Dublin  ftage,  I  fhall  here  conclude. 

G.  A.  B. 


LETTER       XIX. 

March  12,   17— • 

TH  E  theatre  opened  with  eclat — But 
hold,  I  mud  firll  give  way  to  an  im- 
pulfe  1  cannot  refift,  and  write  an  exordium 
to  this  letter,  in  which  feveral  great  men  in 
their  prcfejjional  line  are  to  make  their  appear- 
ance. Though  apparently  digrefTive  from  my 
hiftory,  yet  it  may  perhaps  tend  to  further 
the  purpofe  of  it,  which  is  to  mingle  inftruc- 
tion  with  amufement. — It  is  by  induftiy  and 
application  alone  a  perfon  can  arrive  at  emi- 
nence in  any  profefTion.  Though  natural 
genius  is  the  mod  efTential  quality  towards  the 
attainment  of  every  art  or  fcience,  yet  genius 
unaiTiiled  by  cultivation  can  never  reach  per- 
fedion.  Intenfe  ftudy  and  clofe  application 
are  abfolutely  needful  (fave  in  a  few  inflances) 
to  form  the  truly  great  -,  and  if  the  private  life 
of  all  the  great  men  who  have  rendered  them- 
felves  famous  in  any  branch  of  knowledge, 
were  to  pafs  in  review  before  us,  we  fhould 
find  that  thefe  have  not  been  wanting  towards 
the  acquifition  of  their  fame.  The  following 
beautiiul  lines  of  the  inimitable  Spenfer  con- 
vey 
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vey  this  document  with  irreriilible  force,  and 
ihould  be  always  innprinted  on  the  mind  of 
every  fon  and  daughter  of  genius. 

*'  Abroad  ia  arms,  at  home  in  fludioiis  kind, 

/*  Who  feeks  with  painful  toil,  fliall  Honour  fooneft 

find. 
**  In  woods,  in  waves,  in  wars,  jfhe's  wont  to  dwell, 
**  And  will  be  found  with  peril  and  with  pain,, 
•*  Nor  can  the  man  that  moulds  in  idle  cell, 
**  Unto  her  happy  manlion  e'er  attain. 
*'  Before  her  gate  High  God  did  fweat  ordain, 
*'  And  wakeful  watches  ever  to  abide  : 
*'  But  eafy  is  the  way,  and  pafliige  plain, 
**  To  P  leaf  lire's  palace ;  it  may  foon  be  fpy'd, 
«*  And  day  and  night  her  doors  to  all  fland  open 

wide.'* 

I  ihall  only  add  (not  that  I  mean  to  rate 
myfelf  among  the  great)  that  what  merit  I 
acquired  as  an  adlrefs,  although  I  found  time 
to  keep  up  an  acquaintance  in  the  genteel  cir« 
cle  juft  mentioned,  was  not  acquired  without 
clofe  application. 

But  to  proceed — The  theatre  opened  with 

^clat.     And  what  was  very  fortunate  for  me, 

F6  ^  the 
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the  Earl  of  Chefterfield  v/as  at  that  time 
Viceroy.  Mr.  Barry  had  made  fome  figure 
on  this,  ftage  the  preceding  winter,  in  tte 
charader  of  Othello  -,  and  upon  my  being- 
engaged,  the  mianager  wrote  to  him  to  fludy 
that  of  Caftalio,  as  he  propofed  that  I  fhould 
early  appear  in  the  Orphan.  To  add  to  oiir 
fuccefs,  Mr.  Garrick  joined  the  company  this 
ieafon.  Having  fome  difpute  with  the  pro- 
prietor of  Drury-Lane-Theatre,  and  Mr, 
Rich  declining  to  give  him  the  terms  he  re- 
quired, he  came  to  Dublin.  Three  fuch  capi- 
tal performers  as  Garrick,  Sheridan,  and' 
Biirry,  in  one  company,  was  a  circumftance 
that  had  fcarcely  ever  happened. 

The  two  firft,  Mr.  Garrick  and  Mr.  She- 
ridan, agreed  to  play  Shakefpear's  charaders 
alternately,  and  to  unite  their  ftrength  in 
every  '  performance.  In  the  ^^  Orphan,'^'' 
GaiTick  performed  Chamont^  Barry,  Cafla- 
lio  ;  and  Sheridan  Polydore.  In  the  ^^  Fair 
Penitent,''  Sheridan  played  Horatio-j  Gar- 
rick, Lothario  ,  and  Barry,.  Altamont.  The 
latter  charafter  was  played  fo  capitally  by 
Mr.  Barry,,  that  this  part  fcem.ed  as  con^ 
iequential  as  either  of  the  others.  I  was 
obliged'  to  appear  almoft  every  night  j  and 
IbmetimiCs  in  chara61:ers  very  unfit  for  me. 
The  great  applaufe  that  I  received,-  however, 
fpurred  me  on,  and  excited  in  ine  the  ftrong- 
eil"  endeavours  to  deferve  it.  And  that  I 
might  at  once  pay  a  proper  attention  to  the 

duties- 
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duties  of  my  profeiTion,  and  have  time  ta 
enjoy  the  fociety  of  my  new  friends,  I  fcarce- 
ly  allowed  myfelf  even  that  portion  of  refb 
v/hich  nature  requires.  A  good  conititution, 
however,  and  inexhauftible  fpirits,  enabled 
me  to  go  through  the  feafon. 

After  fome  rime,  the  tragedy  of  "  King 
John"  was  propofed,  wherein  Rofcius  and 
the  manager  w^ere  to  appear  togedier,  and 
play  alternately  the  King  and  the  Baftard. 
IJpon  this  occafion  Mr.  Sheridan  infifted  on 
my  playing  Conftance  ;  whilfl  Mr.  Garrick 
objected  to  it,  as  there  v/ould  then  be  no  per- 
fbn  to  play  Prince  Arthur,  but  the  late  Mrs. 
Kennedy,  at  that  time  Mifs  Orpheur,  who 
was  nearly  of  the  fame  age  as  myfelf,  and 
from  being  hard-favoured,  looked  much 
older. 

Upon  Mr.  Garrick's  abfolute  reje6lion  of 
my  appearance  in  the  character,  on  which  I 
had  fet  my  heart,  and  for  the  performance 
of  which  I  had  ftipulated  in  my  articles,  I 
flew  to  my  patronefs  Mrs.  Butler,  to  com- 
plain of  the  breach  of  them.  Notv/Ithfland- 
ingher  partiality  for  Mn  Garrick,  fo  highl-y 
did  I  (land  in«  her  favour,  that  (he  imme- 
diately fent  round  to  all  her  friends,  to  re- 
queil  they  would  not  go  to  the  play  the,^ 
evening  it  was  performed.  Befides  the  con- 
fequence  of  family  and  fortune,  this  lady 
poirelTed  very  great  power  in  the  genteel 
Y/oiid.     To  this  may  be  added,   that  as  fhe 

frequently 
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frequently  gave  balls,  all  the  yonng  ladies 
that  were  ufually  invited,  were  always  ready 
to  oblige  her  in  any  requeft  of  this  nature, 
to  inlure  tliennfelves  a  place  at  thofe  enter- 
tainments. And  every  one  of  thefe  readily 
obeyed,  and  fpread  abroad  her  injunctions. 
The  houfe  on  the  night  "  King  John"  was 
performed  for  the  firfb  time  was,  of  courfe, 
very  thin.  The  receipts  did  not  amount  to 
forty  pounds. 

This  was  the  lirft  theatrical  humiliation  the 
immortal  Rofcius  ever  met  with  ;  and  he  fe- 
verely  repented  preferring  Mrs.  Furnival, 
who  played  the  character  of  Conftance,  to 
my  little  felf.  But  w^hat  com^pleated  my  tri- 
umph was,  that  when  the  fame  play  was  again 
performed,  and  Mr.  Sheridan  played  the 
King;  Garrick,  theBaftard  ;  and  myfelf Con- 
ftance i  more  people  were  turned  away  than 
could  get  places ;  and  the  difpute  relative  to 
the  characters  which  had  lately  happened, 
made  the  audience  receive  me  with  the  warm- 
eft  m.arks  of  approbation. 

But  notwithftanding  this  fuccefs,  I  was 
determined  to  return  the  mortification  Mr. 
'Garrick  had  been  the  caufe  of  to  me,  the 
very  firft  opportunity  that  prefented  itfelf ; 
and  it  was  not  long  before  one  offered.  This 
LITTLE  great  man  v/as  to  have  two  benefits 
during  the  feafon  ;  and  that  they  might  not 
come  too  near  each  other,  it  was  agreed  that 
he  ihould  have  one  of  them  early  in  it.     He 

had 
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had  fixed  on  "  Jane  Shore/'  for  his  firfl  be- 
nefit. And  on  application  being  made  to  me 
to  perform  that  charafter,  I  abfolutely  re- 
fiifed  it,  alledging  the  objedion  he  had  made 
to  my  playing  Conftance,  namely  my  youth. 
Finding  that  entreaties  were  inefFedual,  he 
prevailed  on  Mrs.  Butler  to  make  ufe  of  her 
intereft  with  me;  fenfible  that  I  could  not 
refufe  the  folicitations  of  a  lady  to  whom  I 
was  bound  not  only  by  the  ties  of  gratitude, 
but  thofe  of  policy.  And  whilfh  he  made 
this  application,  that  he  might  leave  no  me- 
thod of  obtaining  my  confent  untried,  he 
wrote  me  a  note  at  the  fame  time,  which  oc- 
cafioned  the  following  laughable  incident, 
and  furnifhed  convcrfation  for  the  whole 
city  of  Dublin. 

In  his  note  he  informed  me,  '^  that  if  I 
^'  would  oblige  him,  he  would  write  me  a 
**  goody  goody  epilogue  ;  which,  with  the  help 
*f  of  my  eyes,  fhould  do  more  mifchief  than 
*^  ever  the  fleih  or  the  devil  had  done  fince 
*^  the  world  began."  This  ridiculous  epiftPe 
he  dire61:ed  *^  To  my  foul's  idol,  the  beauti- 
*^  fied  Ophelia  /'  and  delivered  it  to  his  fer- 
vant,  with  orders  to  bring  it  to  me.  But  the 
ftllow  havingfomemore  agreeable  amufement 
to  purfue  than  o;oino;  on  his  mailer's  errands, 
he  gave  it  to  a  porter  in  the  fcreet,  without 
having  attended  to  the  curious  dire6lion  that 
was  on  it.  The  port*-r,  upon  reading  the 
fubfcription,    and   not  knowing   throughout 

the 
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the  whole  city  of  Dublirij  any  lady  of  qua- 
lity, who  bore  the  title  either  of  ^^  My 
/*  Soul's  Idol/' or  *f  The  beautified  Ophelia/' 
naturally  concluded  that  it  was  intended  to 
anfwer  fome  jocular  purpofe.  He  accord- 
ingly carried  it  to  his  mailer,  who  happened 
to  be  a  newfman  -,  and  by  his  nneans  it  got 
the  next  day  into  the  public  prints.  The 
inditer  of  this  high- flov/n  epitlle,  it  mufl  be 
luppofed,  was  not  a  little  mortified  at  its 
publication.  Nor  was  my  mother,  who  was 
always  awake  for  my  reputation,  without 
her  alarms,  left  it  fliould  injure  my  charac- 
ter ;  but  that,  thank  Heaven,  was  too  v/ell 
eftabliflied,  to  be  endangered  by  fo  ridiculous^ 
an  accident. 

'^  No  man  is  wife  at  all  hours,"  fays  th^ 
proverb.  And  never  was  this  adage  m-ore 
completely  verified  than  in  the  foregoing 
anecdote.  That  iuchf/lly  goody,  goody  flufY^. 
as  his  epifhle  contained,  lliould  ever  fall  from 
the  immortal  pen  of  the  immortal  Eofjius,. 
even  in  the  moft  carekfs  an.d  relaxed  mo- 
ment, ^^  was  ftrange,  was  pafling  flrange." 
Fortune  feems  to  have  taken  advantage  of 
the  writer's  momentary  imbecility,  and  at 
once  to  correfl:  him  for  it,  and  to  caution- 
him  agamll  die  indulgence  of  fuch  trivial 
affedled  humour — fuch  an  apology  for  v/it— 
in  future,  contrived  matters  fo  that  it  Hiould 
be  made  public 

With 
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With  fuch  a  company,  it  muft  reafonably 
■  be  fuppofed,  that  the  feaibn  turned  out  very 
lucrative  to  Mr.  Garrick  and  to  Mr.  She- 
ridan. What  the  emoluments  of  Rofcius 
were,  I  do  not  recoiled,  but  it  was  reported 
"that  they  were  almofl  incredible. 

After  a  reconciliation  between  Mr.  Garrick 
and  myfelf  had  been  effedted,  he  vifited  much 
•oftener  at  Colonel  Butler's  than  ufual.  The 
-Colonel  had  a  feat  on  the  fea-coaft.  not  miany 
miles  from  Dublin  ;  and  my  mother  thinking 
that  bathing  in  the  fea  v/ould  be  of  great  be- 
'nefit  to  my  health,  flie  took  a  furnifhed  houfe 
at  the  fneds  of  Clontarf,  for  that  purpofe. 
She  fixed  on  this  fpot,  that  I  might  at  the 
ilime  time  be  near  my  much  loved  compa- 
nion, Mifs  Butler ;  between  whom  and  myfelf, 
as  infeparable  a  connection  had  taken  place, 
as  if  it  had  been  cemented  by  the  ties  of 
blood.  To  fuch  an  extravagant  height  was 
our  regard  for  each  other  carried,  that  not- 
withilanding  we  ufually  met  at  dinner,  and 
fpent  the  remainder  of  the  day  together,  I 
had  generally  an  epiftle  or  two  before  that 
hour  arrived. — Sweet  is  the  unien  which 
exifts  between  v^o  young  perfons  of  the  fame 
fex,  and  of  delicate  and  fufceptible  minds,  at 
our  time  of  life.  Unembittered  by  the  turbulent 
defires  and  anxious  cares  of  love,  ail  is  joy,  de- 
light, and  pleafing  expedation.  Tlie  way  is 
flrcwed  with  flowers,  and  not  a  thiftle  rears 
its  head  to  v/ound  die  lightly-tripping  foot. 

At 


126  THELIFEOF 

At  the  conclufion  of  the  feafon,  Mr.  Gar- 
rick  prepared  to  return  to  England,  with  the 
rich  harveft  that  had  crowned  his  toils, 
Mrs.  Butler,  who  had  a  taile  for  wit,  was 
as  fond  of  his  company  as  her  amiable 
daughter  was  of  mine.  Indeed  it  was  not 
without  reafon  fhe  was  fo ;  for  I  know  very 
few  v/hofe  company  was  to  be  courted  in 
preference  to  Mr.  Garrick's,  v/hen  he  en- 
deavoured to^pleafe.  The  following  whim- 
fical  manoeuvre  of  Mrs.  Butler's  will  fhew 
that  her  fancy  was  fometimes  as  fportive, 
and  her  fatire  as  keen,  as  that  of  her  witty 
gueil. 

Some  days  before  Mr.  Garrick's  departure 
for  England,  as  Mrs.  Butler,  her  daughter, 
myfelf,  and  fome  other  company,  were 
walking  on  the  terrace,  we  had  the  fatisfac- 
tion  to  fee  the  much  admired  hero  come 
galloping  up  to  the  houfe.  He  foon  joined 
135 ;  and  to  the  great  regret  of  us  all, 
particularly  Mrs.  Butler,  announced  his 
intention  of  leaving  Dublin  the  next  day. 
Whilft  we  were  engaged  in  converfation,  the 
lady  of  the  houfe  went  av/ay  abruptly;  but 
foon  returned,  bearing  in  her  hand  a  fealed 
packet,  which  fhe  delivered  to  Rofcius, 
thus  addrefiing  him  at  the  fame  time.  "  I 
"  here  prefent  you,  Mr.  Garrick,  with 
**  fomething  more  valuable  than  life.  In  it 
*'  you  will  read  my  fentiments  ;  but  I  ftri6tly 
'^  enjoin  ypu  not  to  open  it  till  you  have 
^  '  <^  paired 
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''  paired  the  Hill  of  Howth."  We  all  looked 
furpriled  at  this  extraordinary  prcfentation, 
elpecially  Colonel  Butler's  chaplain,  who  was 
one  of  the  party.  As  the  lady  inclined 
fomewhat  to  prudery,  and  had  always  ap- 
peared to  be  governed  by  the  moft  rigid 
rules  of  virtue,  we  could  none  of  us  guefs 
the  purport  of  the  prefent,  though  her  con- 
du6t  leemed  to  admit  of  a  doubtful  inteipre- 
tation.  But  Garrick,  v/ho  v/as  as  confcious 
of  pofTefiing  nature's  liberal  gifts  as  any  man 
breathing,  took  the  packet  with  a  fignificant 
graceful  air  -,  concluding,  without  hefitation, 
that  it  contained,  not  only  a  valuable  prefcnt 
(the  giver  having  the  power,  as  well  as  the 
difpofidon,  to  be  generous)  but  a  declaration 
of  fuch  tender  fentiments,  as  her  virtue  would 
not  permit  her  to  make  known  to  him  whilft 
he  remained  in  the  kingdom. 

After  dinner  Mr.  Garrick  took  his  leave  ; 
and  he  was  no  fooner  departed,  than  Mrs. 
Butler  informed  the  company,  that  the  con- 
tents of  the  valuable  packet  with  which  flie 
had  prefented  her  vifitor,  were  nothing  more 
than  «'  Wefley's  Hymns,"  and  "  Dean  Swift's 
**  Difcourfe  on  the  Trinity  ,''  adding,  that  he 
would  have  leifure  during  his  voyage,  to 
ftudy  the  one,  and  to  digeft  the  other.  You 
may  be  affured  that  we  all  enjoyed  the  joke. 
As  for  my  own  part,  I  could  fcarcely  keep 
my  rifible  faculties  in  any  order,  when  my 
imagination  prefented  to  me  Garrick's  difap- 

pointment 
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pointment  at  finding  the  contents  of  the 
packet  fo  very  different  from  what  he  had 
concluded  them  to  be.  I  muil  inform  you, 
that  at  our  next  meeting,  Mr.  Ganick  ac- 
quainted me,  that  upon  opening  the  packet  and 
feeing  what  it  contained,  he  was  fo  much  cha- 
grined, that  inflead  of  benefiting  by  the 
Chriflian  precepts  to  be  found  therein,  he,  in 
the  moft  Heathenifh  manner,  offered  them 
up  a  facrifice  to  Neptune.  In  plain  Englifli^ 
he  threw  both  Mr.  Wefley  and  the  Dean 
cheek-by-joie,  into  the  fea. — A  more  hetero- 
geneous union  certainly  never  took  place. 

Permit  mx  juft  to  add,  that  the  happy  man- 
ner in  which  I  fpent  my  time  in  this  terreftrial 
paradife,  and  with  fuch  agreeable  company,  fo 
much  increafedthe  pace  of  the  old  gentleman 
with  the  fcythe  and  looking-glafs,  that  he 
tripped  along  through  days,  weeks,  and 
months,  as  nimble  as  a  dryad  i  and  the  fum- 
mer  pafTed  im.perceptibly  away. 

G.  A.  B. 


LETTER       XX, 

March  18,  17 — . 
^r^O  fKoAV  my  readinefs  to  obey  your  com- 
J^  mands,  Madam,  (for  the  requeflofa 
friend  is  as  obligatory  as  a  comxmand)  I 
employ  almoft  every  hour  on  the  continuation 
of  my  narrative  i  and  fhall  efleem  myfelffuf[- 

ficientiy 


C.      A.      B  E  L  L  A  M  Y.  1 2^ 

ficiently  repaid,  if  I  can  prevent  it  from  proving 
tirefome.  You  mufl:  remember  that  it  is  the 
hiftory  of  a  weak  woman,  recited  by  the  fame 
weak  woman.  Be  therefore,  to  her  faults, 
whether  relative  to  her  condu6l,  or  her  lite- 
rary ones,  a  little  blind.  But  a  truce  with  apo- 
logies.    Such  as  it  is,  I  give  it  unto  you. 

The  next  v/inter,  when  our  theatrical 
campaign  commenced,  we  were  very  appre- 
henfive  that  we  fliould  feel  the  defertion  of  fo 
able  a  general  as  Garrick.  But  through  the 
exertions  of  the  manager,  v/ho  was  delervedly 
a  great  favourite  with  the  gentlemen  of  the 
college,  at  which  he  was  bred,  as  the  provoft 
andprofeilbrs  had  been  his  feiiow-ftudents,  our 
fuccefs  was  not  lefs  than  when  we  were  aided 
by  his  powerful  affiftance — He  who,  in  himjelf 
aloney  was  a  tower  of  invincible  ftrength. 

A  droll  circumftance  happened  about  this 
time,  which  I  mufl:  not  omit.  Going  one 
evening  to  Fifhamble-ftreet  concert,  I  hap- 
pened to  be  feated  next  to  Lord  Chief  Baron 
Bowes.  A  gentleman,  who  was  lately  come 
to  Dublin,  entering  into  converfation  with  his 
Lordfhip,  remarked  to  him  (at  the  fame  time 
fixing  his  eyes  upon  me)  that  his  daughter  was 
vaftly  like  him.  We  were  at  this  period  re- 
viving at  the  theatre,  '^  The  Merchant  of 
^^  Venice ;"  upon  which  it  inilantly  occurred 
to  me,  to  make  particular  obfervations  on  the 
manner  of  the  perfon  I  was  thus  fuppofed  to 
refemble,  in  order  to  adopt  it  in  the  part  of 
Portia^  which  I  was  to  play, 

I  accordingly 
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I  accordingly  did  fo  ;  and  fucceeded  To  hap- 
pily, that  when  I  made  my  appearance  as  the 
counfellor,  the  audience,  ftruck  with  the  fimili- 
tude,  iiniverfally  exclaimed  "  Here  comes  the 
^^  young  Lord  Chief  Baron."  And  I  retained 
that  title  during  my  refidence  in  the  kingdom. 

The  Lord  Chief  Baron  himfelf  was  fo  much 
pleafed  with  the  imitation,  that  he  paid  me 
many  compliments  upon  the  occafion.  He 
humoroufly  remarked  that  I  had  even  got 
his  cough  in  the  rniddle  of  a  long  word.  This 
indeed  was  true,  but  it  proceeded  entirely 
from  accident  -,  as  I  never  had  the  pleafure  of 
hearing  his  Lordfhipfpeak  in  any  of  the  courts* 
I  however,  luckily  hit  off  this  pecuharity  in 
repeating  the  word  predicament.  Was  it  not 
that  I  am  apprehenfive  of  incurring  the  imjpu- 
tation  of  vanity,  I  would  give  you  the  conclu- 
fion  of  his  Lordihip's  complimentary  addrefs 
to  me.  I  will  therefore  omit  it  -,  but  guefs 
fomething  vtry  flattering,  and  even  then,  I 
alfure  you,  that  you  will  fall  far  fliort  of  the 
purport  of  it. 

Early  in  the  feafon,  the  tragedy  of  "  All 
*^  for  Love,  or  the  World  well  Loll,*'  was 
revived  -,  in  which  Barry  and  Sheridan  flood 
\mrivalled  in  the  chara6ters  of  Antony  and 
Ventidius.  The  getting  it  up  produced  the 
following  extraordinary  incidents.  The  ma- 
nager, in  an  excurfion  he  had  made  during  the 
fummer  to  London,  had  purchafed  a  fuperb 
fuit  of  clothes  that  had  belonged  to  the  Prin- 
I  cefs 
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cefs  of  Waksj  and  had  been  only  worn  by 
her  on  the  birth-day.  This  was  made  into  a 
drefs  for  me  to  play  the  Chara6ler  of  Cleopa- 
tra ;  and  as  the  ground  of  it  was  filver  tilTue,  my 
mother  thought  that  by  turning  the  body  of  it 
in,  it  would  be  a  no  unbecoming  addition  to 
my  wafte,  which  was  remarkably  fmall.  My 
maid-fervant  was  accordingly  fentto  the  theatre 
to  alTiftthe  drefTer  and  mantua-maker  in  pre- 
paring it ;  and  alfo  in  fewing  on  a  number  of 
diamonds,  my  patronefs  not  only  having  fur- 
niflied  me  with  her  own,  but  borrowed  fevcral 
others  of  her  acquaintance  for  me.  When 
the  women  had  finiQied  the  work,  they  all 
went  out  of  the  room,  and  left  the  door  of  it 
indifcreetly  open. 

Mrs.  Furnival  (who  owed  me  a  grudge,  on 
account  of  m.y  eclipfing  her,  as  the  more  fa- 
vourable reception  I  met  with  from  the 
-.public,  gave  her  room  to  conclude  I  did  j 
and  likewife  for  the  flir  which  had  been 
made  laft  feafon  about  the  chara6ler  of  Con- 
llance)  accidently  pafTed  by  the  door  of 
my  drefTing  room  in  the  way  to  her  own,  as 
it  ftood  open.  Seeing  my  rich  drefs  thus 
lying  expofed,  and  obferving  no  perfon  by 
to  prevent  her,  fhe  ftepped  in  and  carried 
off  the  Queen  of  F.gypt*s  paraphernalia,  to 
adorn  herfelf  in  the  chara6ler  of  061:avia,  the 
Roman  matron,  which  fhe  was  to  perform. 
By  remarking  from  time  to  time  my  drefs, 
which  was  very  different  from  the  generality 
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of  heroines,  Mrs.  Furnival  had  juil  acquired 
taile  enough  to  defpife  the  black  velvet  in 
which  thole  ladies  were  ufually  habited. 
And  without  confidering  the  impropriety  of 
enrobing  a  Roman  matron  in  the  habili- 
ments of  the  Egyptian  Queen  ;  or  perhaps 
not  knowing  that  there  was  any  impropriety 
in  it,  fhe  determined  for  once  in  her  life- 
time, to  be  as  fine  as  myfelf,  and  that  at  my 
expence.  She  accordingly  let  to  work  to  let 
out  the  cloaths,  which  through  my  mother's 
ceconomical  advice,  had  been  taken  in. 

When  my  fervant  returned  to  the  room.,. 
and  found  the  valuable  drefs,  that  had  been 
comjnitted  to  her  charge,  milling,  her 
fright  and  agitation  were  beyond  exprellion. 
She  ran  like  a  miad  creature  about  the  thea- 
tre, enquiring  of  every  one  whether  they 
had  feen  any  thing  of  it.  At  length  fhe  was 
informed  that  Mrs.  Furnival  had  got  poiTef- 
fion  of  it.  When  running  to  that  lady's 
drelTing-room,  fhe  was  nearly  petrified  at 
beholding  the  work,  which  had  coll  her  fo 
much  pains,  undone.  My  damfei's  veins, 
unfortunately  for  Mrs.  Furnival,  were  rich 
with  the  blood  of  the  O'Bryens.  And 
though  fhe  had  not  been  bleil  with  fo  po- 
lifjied  an  education  as  fuch  a  name  was  en- 
titled to,  fhe  inherited  at  lead  the  Jpirit  of 
the  Kings  of  Uliler.  Thus  qualified  for  car- 
rying on  an  attack  even  of  a  miore  import- 
ant nature,  fiie  at  firil  demanded  the  drefs 

with 
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with  tolerahie  civility;  but  meeting  with  a  pe- 
remptory refufal,  the  blood  of  her  great  fore- 
fathers boiled  v^ithin  her  veins,  and  without 
any  more  ado,  iiie  fell  tooth  and  nail  upon 
poor  Mrs,  Furnival.  So  violent  was  the  ailauir,- 
that  had  not  affiiiance  arrived  in  time  to  refcue 
•her  -from  the  fangs  of  the  enraged  Hibernian 
nymph,  my  theatrical  rival  would  probably 
have  never  had  an  opportunity  of  appearing 
"once  in  her  life  adorned  with  real  jtwch. 

When  I  cam.e  to  the  theatre,  I  found  my 
fervant  diiTolved  in  tears  .at  die  fad  difailer ; 
•for  notwithftanding  her  heroic  exertions^  fnG 
had  not  been  able  to  bring  off  th.Q  caufe  of 
the  contefl.  But  fo  far  v/as  I  from  partaking 
of  her  grief,  that  I  could  not  help  being 
highly  diverted  at  the  abiurdity  of  the  in- 
cident. Nothing  concerning  a  theatre  could 
at  that  time  affed  my  temper.  And  I  ac- 
knowledge I  enjoyed  a  fecret  pleafure  in  the 
^xpe6lation  of  what  the  refult  would  be.  I 
fent  indeed  for  the  jev/elsi  but  the  lady^ 
.rendered  courageous  by  Nantz,  and  the  pre- 
fence  of  her  paramour,  Morgan,  who  was 
not  yet  dead,  condefcended  to  fend  me  word, 
that  1  fhoukl  have  them  after  the  play. 

In   this  fituation  I  had  no  other  refource 
than,  toa'cverfe  the  drefre5,  and  appear  as  plain* 
in  the   chai^ader  of  the  luxurious    Queen  of- 
Egypt,  as  Antony's  good  wife,   although  the- 
fifter  of  C'^hr^  ought  to  have  been.     In  the 
room  pf  precioi;-S  flones,  with  which  my  head 

Vol.  I.  '   G  ,       Ihould' 
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fhould  have  been  decorated,  I  fubftituted 
pearls ;  and  of  all  my  finery  I  retained  only  my 
diadem,  that  indifpenfable  mark  of  royalty. 

Every  tranfa6lion  that  takes  place  in  the 
theatre,,  and  every  circumilance  relative  to 
it,  are*  as  .well  known  in  Dublin  as  they 
tv'ould  be  in  a  country  town.  The  report  of 
the  riclinefs  and  elegance  of  m»y  drefs  had 
been  univerfally  the  fubje6l  of  converfation, 
for  fome  time  before  the  night  of  perform- 
ance i  when,  to  the  fvirprife  of  the  audience, 
I  appeared  in  whke  fattin.  My  kind  pa- 
tronefs,  who  fat  in  the  Hage-box,  feemed  not 
to  be  able  to  account  for  fuch  an  unexpe6led 
circumftance.  And  not  feeing  me  adorned 
with  the  jewels  fhe  had  lent  me,  fhe  naturally 
fuppofed  I  had  referved  my  regalia  till  the 
fcene  in  which  I  was  to  m.eet  my  Antony. 

When  I  had  firfk  entered  thegrcen-room,  the 
manager,  who  expelled  to  fee  m.e  fplendidly 
dre^ed,  as  it  v/as  natural  to  fuppofe  the  en- 
chanting Cleopatra  would  have  been  upon 
fuch  an  voccafion,  expreifed  with  fome 
warm.th  his  furprife  .at  a  difappointment, 
which  he  comd  only  impute  to  caprice. 
Without  being  in  tht  leaif  difcom.pofed  by 
his  warmth,  I  coolly  told  him,  ,''  that  I  \nd 
**  taken  the  advice  Ventidius  had  fent  me  by 
.*'  Alexis,  and  had  parted  with  both  my 
•^  clothes  and  jewels  to  Antony's  wife.'* 
Mr.  Sheridan  couid  not  conceive  my  mean- 
'^n<y ;  but  as  it  was  now  too  late  to  mak«  any 
'^^^  aherationj 
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alteration,  he  faid  no  more  upon  the  fubjecli 
He  was  not  however  long  at  a  lofs  for  an 
explanation ;  for  going  to  introduce  06l'avia 
to  the  Emperor)  he  difcovered  the  jay  in  all 
her  borrowed  plumes*  An  apparition  could 
not  have  more  aftonifhed  him. .  Pie  was  fo 
confounded,  that  it  was  fome  time  before  he 
could  go  on  with  his  part.  At  the  fame  in- 
ftant  Mrs.  Butler  exclaimed  aloud,  '^  Good 
*^  Heaven,  the  v/oman  has  got  on  my  dia- 
"  monds  1"  The  gentlemen  in  the  pit  con- 
cluded that  Mrs.  Butler  had  been  robbed  of 
them  by  Mrs-,  Furnival;  and  the  general  con- 
fternation,  occafioned  by  fo  extraordinary  a 
iccne,  is  not  to  be  defcribed.  But  the  houfe 
obferving  Mr.  Sheridan  tofmile,  theyfuppofed 
there  was  fome  myftery  in  the  affair,  which 
induced  them  to  wait  with  patience  till  the 
conclufion  of  the  a6t.  As  foon  as  it  was 
"finilhed,  they  bellowed  their  appiaufe  upon 
Antony  and  his  faithful  veteran ;  but  as  if 
they  had  all  been  animated  by  the  fame 
mind-,  they  cried  out,  "  No  more  Furnival ! 
*"*  No  m.ore  Furnival !"  The  line  drefled 
lady,  difappointed  of  the  acclamations  fhc 
expedled  to  receive  on  account  bf  the  gran- 
deur of  her  habiliments,  and  thus  hooted  for 
the  impropriety  of  her  condu(fb,  very  pru- 
dently called  fits  to  her  aid,  which  incapa- 
citated her  from  appearing  again.  And  the 
•audience  had  the  good  nature  to  wait  pa- 
tiently till  Mrs.  Elmy,  whom  curiofity  hadled 
G  2  to 
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to  the  theatre,  had  drelTed  to  finifh  the  part. 
Had  the  character  of  Odlavi a  been  originaliy 
caft  according  to  merit,  Mrs.  Elmy  would 
certainly  have  had  the  preference :  as  the 
foftneis  of  her  manner,  and  the  propriety  with 
which  {he  fpoke,  juftly  entitled  her  to  it. 

The  impropriety  of  Mrs.  Furnivai's  con- 
du6l  in  the  affair,  juft  related,  warrants  my 
troubling, you  with  an  obfeivation  I  have  fre- 
quently made,  which  is,  that  every  attempt 
to  obtain  a  defirable  end,  if  die  m.eans  are 
not  confident  with  honour  and  re6LiLude,  mar 
inilead  of  promoting  it.  If  I  recollect 
aright,  I  have  made  a  remark^  fomev/hat 
limilar  to  this  in. a  former  letter,  but  it  can- 
not be  too  often  repeated,  "  Honeily  v/ill  be 
^^  always  found  to  be  the  beft  policy." — 
**^  More  proverbs,  and  preaching  again  r'* 
methinks  I  hear  you  fay;  "  Pray  go  on- 
*'  with  your  narrative!" — I  will,  my  dear 
Madam,  when  I  have  reminded  you  that  it 
is  by  your  permiffion  I  now  and  then 
preach,  as  you  are  pleafed  to  term  it.. 

With  thefe  interruptions  the  piece  could  not 
appear  to  fo  much  advantage,  on  its  firil  repre- 
fentation,  as  there  was  reafon  to  hope  it  would. 
,But  the  next  night,  either  infpired  with  the 
brilliancy  of  my  ornaments,  or  animated  by 
the  fight  of  his  Excellency  Lord  Chefterfi eld, 
wlio  together  with  his  Lady,  graced  the  theatre, 
it  was  the  general  opinion  that  I  never  played 
with  fo  much  fpirit,  or  did  greater  juitice  to  a 
part.     The  applaufe  I  received  was  univerfal. 

A  gentleman. 
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A  gentleman,  who  flood  near' the  ilage- 
door,  took  a  very  unallowable  method  of 
iliewing  his  approbation.  Being  a  little  (iiifh- 
ed  with  liquor,  or  otherwife  I  am  perluaded 
he  couid  not  have  been  capable  of  the  rude- 
nefsj  he  put  his  lips  to  the  back  of  my  neck 
as  I  paficd  him.  juilly  enraged  at  Co  great 
•an  infult,  and,  not  confidering,  that  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  was  pre fent,  or  that  it  was  com- 
mitted before  fuch  a  num/ber  of  fpedlators, 
I  inftantly  turned  about,  and  gave  the  gen* 
tleman  a  (lap  in  the  face.  Violent  and  tin^ 
becoming  as  this  fuddeh  token  of  refentmenc 
appeared,  it  received  the  approbation  ■  of 
Lorci  Chefter field,  who  rofe  from  his  feat  and 
applauded  me  for  fome  time  with  his  hands  ; 
the  whole  a.udience,  as  you  may  fuppofe, 
following  his'  example^  '  At  the  conclufion 
of  the  aft.  Major  Macartnc:y  came,  by  order 
of  his  Excellency,  to  Mr.  St.  Leger  (that  was 
the  gentleman's,  name)  requefling  that  he 
would  make  a  public  apology  for- this  for- 
getfulnefs.  of  decorum  ;  which  he  ac(fordingly 
did.  I  have  reafon  to  believe  .that  this  in- 
cident contributed,  in  a  great  meaftire,  to  •a 
reform  -that  Mr.  Sheridan,  with  great  pro-. 
priety,  foon  after  nrfade.  Agree-abie  to  this 
regulation,  no  gentlemen,  in  future,  were  to 
be  admitted  behind  the  fcenes. 

G.  A.  B. 

G    3  LETTER. 
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March  2^,  ly — » 
'  "OROCEED,  and  indulge  yourfdf  in 
"  ^  any  manner  you  pleafe,  whenever 
*^  fancy  prompts  you  to  wander  from  the 
"  road  of  your  hlftory ;  for  I  read  with  in- 
*<  exprefTible  pieafure  every  part  of  your 
*'  letters" — Do  you  really  write  thus,  my 
dear  Madam  I  And  does  my  humble  attempt 
^o  afford  you  entertainment  anfwer  the  in- 
♦end-ed  purpofe  ?  It  does,  it  does.  You  tell 
me  fo  ;  and  I  knaw  you  are  too  fincere  to 
flatter  me.  Thus  encouraged^  I  w?// proceed. 
Nor  fhall  one  relu6lant  figh  at  the  length  of  the 
way  which  fcill  lies  before  me,  or  a  further  fear 
of  proving  tirefome  to  you,  efcape  me. 

NotwithHanding  the  applaufe  bellowed  upon 
my  theatrical  talents  by  the  people  of  Dublin^ 
•was  an  indubitable  proof  of  my  pofiefilng  no 
mean  degree  of  merit,  yet  I  was  apprehenfive 
(though  naturally  vain)  that  this  was  rather 
exaggerated  by  their  pardality,  and  the  fupport 
I  received  on  account  of  my  family  from  th« 
higher  ranks.  1  end-eavoured  therefore,  hy 
mtenje  amplication y  as  Thave  already  told  you, 
to  render  them  moiae  juftly  deferving  of  the 
public  approbation. 

Mr.  Garrick  having  about  this  time  pur- 
cEafed  a  half- fh are  of  the  patent  ofDrury- 
Lane  theatre,  and  my  fuccefs  in  Dublin  having 
reached  his.  ears,  he  \«;ilhed  to  engage  me  for 
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the  enfuing  fealbn .  And  Mr.  Delany,,an  a(5lor 
then  of  the  firft  rate,  being  obliged  to  vifit 
Ireland  to  take  poiTefTion  of  an  eftate  left  hiiTL. 
by  his  mother,  Mr.  Garrick  deputed  him  to- 
make  me  an  offer  of  ten  pounds  a  week.  This 
offer  Iiowever  I  refufed ;  and  I  acknowledge 
my  indifcretion  in  fa  doing.  I  muff  here  juft 
obferve,  that  the  applaufe  1  met  with  in  co- 
medy was  equal,  if  not  fuperior,  to  that  whicli, 
was  beftowed  upon  me  when  I  played  in  tra- 
gedy. And  by  playing  the  character  of  Biddy 
in  "  Mifs  in  her  Teens,""  I  convinced  the 
town,  that  I  was  no  lefs  qualified  to  perfora> 
in  lom  than  in  genteel  comxdy.. 

I  was   about   this  time  informed  that  Mr., 
Quin  had  been  fa  difpleafed  with  me  for  my  ' 
a^pparent  ingratitude,  that  he  had  confented  tor 
be  reconciled  to  Mrs.  Gibber :  and  now  be-' 
flowed  that  generous  attention  on  her  that  I 
{hould  otherwife   have  Ihared  in..     He    hacf 
been  greatly  offended  with  that  lady  alio,  on 
account  of  her  defertion  from  Covent-Garden-. 
theatre  to  Drury-Lane.     She   lay   under   as 
many  obligations  to  him.  for  rtf^i  favours  as  I 
did    for  intentional   ones;   for  fbe   had   not 
only  been  neceffitated  to  accept  of  thofe  of  ^. 
pecuniary  nature,  but  had  been  obliged  to 
him  for  her  re-eftablifnment  on  the  Engliih. 
ffage,  from  which  ffie  had  been  precluded^, 
for  fome  tiaie,  by  the  machinations   of  her 
hufband.Heringratitudewas,notwith{landing^, 
now  obliterated  from  Mr.  Quin's  mind,  and. 
Ue  took  her  once  nnore  under  his  protedtion. 
G,4,  Mjl 
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My  refiifal  of  Mr.  Garrick's  ofier  offcnied 
hiir:  ib  highly,  that,  it  ^ was  fa-id,  he  formed  a 
refolution  never  to  engage  me  upon  any 
terms  whatever.  But  the  reiblutions  of  ma- 
nagers are  feldom  confidered  as  binding, 
v; hen  oppofed  by  their  intereft.  Sclf-intereil ,. 
with  them,  as  with  the  greateil  part  of  man- 
kind, is  the  grand  moving  principle.  Pique,. 
Tefentment,  prejudice,  in  an  inilant  dilTolve 
before  it.  Even  pride  and  arrogance  bend 
fubn:fiirive  to  it.  It  may  therefore  be  truly 
fai-d,  however  degrading  the  thought,  to  be 
the  riding  pdjfion  of  the  human  mind. 
■  -  •  Juft  at  this  period  an  event  happened^ 
.  wfiiGh,  if  it  had  been  attended  with  the  ex- 
pend coniequences,  would  have  broken  Mrs. 
0'Hara*s  heart,  have  greatly  affecfted  the;min.d 
-of  my  patronefs,  and  have  ruined  my  reputa- 
tion for  ever.  One  night,  as  I  was  perforiyi- 
ing  the  part  of  Lady  Townley  in  "  The* 
*'  Provoked  Flufband,'^  I  received  a  cardfrom- 
Mrs.  Butler,  wrote  in  a  ferv ant's  hand,  requeft- 
ing  me  ta  come  to  her  houfe  as  foon  as  I  Ihould 
be  at  liberty.  As  the  note  was  delivered  to 
me  during  the  performance  of  the  play,  I  had 
only  leifure  juft  to  fend  verbally,  with  my 
compliments,  that  the  fatigu-e  of  the  evening 
would  prevent  mx  from  being  able  to  do 
myfelf  that  honour. 

Had  I  attended  to  the  circumftance  of 
the  card's  being  written  by  a  fervant,  1  muft 
have    been   convinced   that   fomething    was 

•     wroncri 
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wrong;  as  my  dear  friend  Mifs  Butler  was 
always  happy  in  feizing  every  occafion  to 
write  to  me.  It,  however,  paiTed  unnoticed. 
Not  long  after,  I  received  another  note,  in- 
forming me,  that  I  mull  abfoiutely  come 
the  moment  I  had  finifhed,  and  even  without 
waiting  to  change  my  drefs.  £0  very  pref- 
fing  an  invitation,  I  own  excited  my  cu- 
riofity,  and  made  me  impatient  for  the  con- 
clufion  of  my  bufinefs.  I  was  to  have  played 
Mifs  Biddy  in  the  entertainment;  but  th^' 
gentleman  who  was  to  have  performed  Frib- 
ble being  fuddenly  taken  ill,  the  after-piece' 
was  obliged  to  be  changed;  v/hich  enabled 
me  to  make  miy  curtfey  much  fooner  than  I 
had  reafon  to  exped. 

My  tailc  being  done,  I  got  into  my  chair 
in  the  fame  drefs  in  which  I  had  played  the 
chara6ler  of  Lady  Townley,  and  haftened 
away  to  Stephen's-Green.  As  the  drefs  I' 
wore  was  a  modern  one,  there  was  no  great 
impropriety  in  miy  appearing  in  it  ofFtheftage. 
Juft  as  I  entered  one  door  of  the  parlour  in 
which  Mrs.  Butler  and  her  fem.ale  vifitors 
were,  the  Colonel,  and  feverai  gentlemen, 
who  had  jufb  rifen  from  their  bottle,  were 
uihered  in  at  the  oppofite  one.  The  company 
was  numerous;  and  the  elegance  of  rny 
drefs  attrafled  the  attention  of  all  the  p^entle- 
men;  but  not  one  of  the  ladies  con- 
defcended  to  fpeak  to  me.  Even  the  lady 
whofe  guell  I  was^  only  deigned  to  welcome 
G  5  ne, 
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me  on  my  entrance,  with  a  fornial  declinations 
of  her  head. 

A  reception  fo  different  from  what  I  had 
been  accuftomed  to  in  that  hofpitable  raanfion, 
not  only  fiirprifed,  but  greatly  fhocked  me* 
In  this  agitation  of  mind,  I  made  up  to  Mrs. 
O'Hara,  who  was  prefent,  and  requefted  fhe 
•would  inform  me  what  was  the  occafiort  of  it. 
The  anfwer  I  received  from  her  was,  that  a 
few  minutes  v/ouid  determine  whether  fhe 
jfhould  ever  notice  me  again.-  The  coolneii 
of  her  manner,  whilfl  ilie  uttered  this,  as  I 
•was  confcious  of  miy  innocence,  and  my  aunt 
^*mu{l  have  been  well  afTured  of  the  fincerity 
df  my  heart,  piqued  my  pride  for  a  moment ; 
but  this  em.otion  foon  went  off,  and  I  affumed, 
at  leail  in  appearance,  my  ufual  tranquillity. 

A  gentleman  now  made  liis  entree^,  Vv^hofe 
:ligure,  ihape,  drefs,  and  addrefs,  exceeded 
every  thing  1  had  ever  beheld  before.  The 
ladies  notwith {landing,  continued  to  look 
as  ferious  and  demure  as  a  convocation  of 
old  maids  met  on  purpofe  to  diffe6t  the  re- 
putatiori'bf  a  giddy  thougSiiefs  young  one. 
Nor  did  this  beautiful  ilranger,  with  ail  his 
attractions,  ieerft'  to  be  iefs  neglected  thar^ 
myfelf.  From  being  in  fuch  company,  and 
in  fuch  a  fplendid  drefs,  for  my  head  was 
adorned  with  the  jewels  of  my  patronefs, 
the  gentlem.an  might  naturally  conclude,  that 
i  v/as  a  perfon  of  qujjiity.  And  as  a  young 
lady  of  diftiii6Viori"had  ktely  taken  an  airing, 

on 
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on  a  moonlight  night,  with  a  noble  lorci^  he 
imagined,  in  all  probability,  from  the  referve 
with  which  he  faw  me  received  by  the  ladies,., 
that  I  was  the  very  identical  girl  who  had  made- 
thztfaux  paSy  and  v/ho  had    now  obtruded- 
herf elf  into  the  firft  circle  in  the  kingdom.. 
What  other  opinion  couid  he  form   of  me- 
from  the  prefent  appearance  of  things  ! 

Prom  this  motive^,,  or  fome  other^  liis  atn 
ttntion  appeared  to  be  fixed  upon  me,  in. 
preference  to  any  of  the  other  ladies  j  and 
he  introduced  himfelf  to  me  with  an  air  fo 
eafy  and  confident,  that  I  knew  imimediately 
that  he  had  travelled..  Hfe  acquainted  rne^  that 
he  was  juft  returned  from  making  the  grand 
/(?/^r_,  and  was.  come  to,  take  pofTeffion  of  his 
eftate,  and  fettle  for  tlie  remainder  of  his  days 
in  Ireland.  We  then  entered  into  conver- 
sion on  different  fubje6ls,  jn  which  I  acquit- 
ted myfelf  with  more  eafe  than  I  expeded  I 
could  have  done  in  a  flate  of  fuch  fufpence. 
My  affedled  chearfulnefs  was^  fo  well  counter- 
fbited,  that  it  appeared  to  be  real  -,  and  1  kept 
up  the  ball  with  fo  much  fpirit,_that  my  com-r 
pan  ion  feemed  to  entertain  a.  better  opinion  of 
me  than  he  had  done  at  firfl... 

The  tefl  intended  for  the  difcovery  of  fame 
dubious  points,  whichwill  prefcntly  be  knov/n,,. 
having  now  been  carried  on  as  long  as  ne~ 
cefTary, ,  Mifs  Butler  was  fen t  to  put  a  ftop  to 
Qur  tete  a  tete.  When :  my  Gruiymedey  whofe 
curiolity  had  been  on  tiptoe  to.  fiad  out  who 
G  6  I  was. 
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I  was,  went  to  the  upper  end  of  the  room  to 
make  the  needful  inquiries  of  the  lady  of  the 
houfe.  Having  in  a  whifper  afked  the  quef- 
tion,  Mrs.  Butler  anfv/cred  aloud,  '«  Surely, 
'^  you  miuft  know  her.  I  am  certain  you 
^.^  know  her;  nay,  that  you  are  well  ac- 
*5  quainted  with  her.''  The  gentleman,  not 
a  little  difconcerted  at  this  want,  in  a  lady  of 
fiiflbion,  of  what  is  ufually  term^ed  du  monde, 
that  is,  among  other  things,  replying  to  a. 
whifper  in  an  audible  voice  -,  ailured  her,  ikilV 
in  a  low  tone,  that  he  had  never  feen  me  be- 
fore, and  now  felt  himfelf  greatly  interefled 
in  the  enquiry,  "  Fye,  fye,  Mr.  Mediicote/'^ 
returned  my  patronefs,  "  what  can  you  fay 
"  for  yourfelf,  when  I  inform  you,  that  this 
"  is  the  dear  girl  whofe  character  you  fo 
*'  cruelly  afperfed  at  dinner  ?'' 

I  now  plainly  perceived,  that  this  accom- 
plifhed  gentleman,,  vain  of  his  attraftive 
graces,  had  boaited,  like  too  many  c-thers,  of 
favours  he  had  never  received  ^  not  knov/ing 
that  he  did  fo  in  the  prefence  of  my  bell 
friends,  and  that  there  v/as  a  certainty  of  his 
falfe  alTertions  being  dete6led.  The  pencil  of 
Hogarth  alone  could  juftly  depi^lure  the  con- 
fufion  of  the  gentleman  at  this  difcovery  of 
his  treachery ;  or  of  my  petrifaction  at  finding 
myfelf  the  fubjedt  of  his  fiander.  It  for  fome 
time  totally  deprived  me  of  the  ufe  of  every 
faculty.  Till  at  length  my  patronefs  kindly 
relieved  me  from  the  fituation  in  which  I  was 

abforbcd. 
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abforbed.  Coming  np  to  me,  flie  took  me 
by  the  hand,  and  with  a  fmile  on  her  connte* 
nance  thus  addreffed  me  :  '^  My  dear  child, 
^^  you  have  gone  through  a  fiery  trial  -,  but  it 
''^  was  a  very'  necelTary  one.  This  gentie- 
*'  man  has  vilely  traduced  your  charader. 
"  We  were  all  perfedly  convinced  that 
^'  you  did  not  merit  what  he  faidofyou; 
*'  but  had  he  feen  you  firft  at  the  theatre, 
"  inftead  of  here,  he  would,  doubtlefsly,  have 
"  maintained  his  aflertions  with  oath;^,  and 
'^  there  would  then  have  been  no  poffibility 
*^  of  contradi(fling  them,  however  favourably 
*'  we  may  have  thought  of  you,  notwithftand- 
'^  ing.  By  the  m.ethod  we  have  purfued, 
^^  though  it  has  been  fomewhat  irkfome  to 
*^  you,  his  falfehoods  have  been  fo  palpably 
**  difproved,  as  not  to  admit  of  the  leaft  pal- 
*,'  liation."  Having  laid  this,  Ihe  embraced 
nie  in  the  moit  cordial  manner.  And  as  foOn 
as  I  got  from  her  em.brace,  I  ran  and  threw 
myfelf  into  the  arms  of  my  dear  aunt,  who 
feemed  to  feel  the  utmofl  fatisfa6lion  at  my 
triumph. 

As  for  my  traducer,  it  may  be  fuppofed  he 
did  not  long  difgufl  us  with  his  company. 
Charming  and  accomplifhed  as  he  was, 
there  did  not  appear  to  be  a  wiQi  among  us  all 
to  detain  him — How  much  more  charm.ing 
and  accomplifhed  would  he  have  been,  had 
truth  fpread  her  refulgent  beams  over  thofe 
perfections  with  which  nature  in  fo  bounteous 

a  manner 
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a  manner  had  favoured  him  ! — Of  all  human 
fkilings  that  of  detraction  is   certainly  one  of 
the  worft.     The  venom  of  the  tongue  is  more 
fatal  in  its  confequences  than  the  deadly  poifoii 
of  the  afp.     It  not  only  proves  deftrudive  to 
individuals;,  but  to  the  peace  and  happinefs  of 
whole  families. — But    its  fatal  effe61:s  are  foh 
pointedly   and  beautifully  defcribed  by  that, 
great  mailer  of  nature,  Shakefpeare*,  in  the 
following  well-known  paflage,  that  were  I  to- 
fiUup  a  whole  letter  with  the  Icverefl:  cen- 
iurcs  reafon  and  experience  could  didate,  I- 
fhould   not  be  able  to  fay  the  twentieth  pare, 
of  the  tithe   of  what  he  has  faid  in  thQ^Q  fem.^ 
immortal'  lines 


**  Good  najne  in  man  and  woman. 

*'  Is  the  immediate  jewel  of  their  fouls ; 

**  Who  fieals  my  purfe  fleals  trafh,    'tis    fomething,. 

"  nothing ; 
**^  'Tvy-as  mine,  'tis  his,  and  has  beeitflave   to  thou». 

*'  fands ; 
'*  But  he  that  filches  from  me  ray  good  name, 
"  Robs-  me  of  that  which  not  enriches  him, 
**  And  makes  me  poor  indeed,'* 

G.  A.  B. 
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♦  Othello,  Aa  HI.  Scene  V, 
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LETTER        XXir, 

March  3?,  17—^ 

WHEN  Mr.  MedHcote  was  gone,  one 
of  the  gentlemen  prefent  acquainted 
us,  that  during  his  travels^  he  became  ena- 
moured with  a  beautiful  Italian  lady ;  who,- 
liflening  to  his  profefiions  of  love,  left  her 
family,  and  became  the  partner  of  his  flight* 
Her  brother,  being  informed  of  the  fedu61:ion, 
purfued  the  fair  fugitive  and  her  paramour^ 
and  overtaking  them,  gave  the  gentleman  his 
choice  either  to  marry  his  filler,  or  fettle  the 
afl^air  in  the  field  of  honour.  Mr.  Medlicote^, 
finding  there  was  no  alternative,  prudently 
chofe  the  former,  and  they  were  accordingly 
united  in  indiffoluble  bonds. 

All  the  company  at  Colonel  Butler's  feemed 
to  agree  in  opinion,  that  had  my  family  and 
fortune  equalled  his  expectations^  he  would 
have  confidered  his  union  with  the  Italian  lady 
invalid,  from  its  being  an  a£t  of  compulfion 
on  his  part,  and  without  the  leaft  fcruple  have 
made  me  an  ofl^er  of  his  hand,  in  defiance  of 
honour,  humanity,  and  every  tender  feeling. 
Mrs.  Butler  obferved,  that  nothing  could 
equal  her  pleafure  at  this  public  teftimony  of 
thefalfity  of  Medlicote^s  accufation;  for  not- 
withftanding  fhe  was  convinced  of  my  inno- 
cence, and  had  found  it  fully  confirmed  by 
the  propriety  of  my  conduct  fmce  I  had  re- 

fided 
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Tided  In  that  kingdom,  fne  could  not  havepef- 
mitted  her  daughter  to  live  in  terms  of  ftridl 
intimacy  with  one  whofe' reputation  was  not 
perfe6lly  unfullied. 

The  lad  word  unfilllied  flfuck  me,  at  the 
time  Mrs.  Butler  made  ufe  of  it,  with  inex- 
prefTible  force;  and  as  there  is  no  crime,  as  I 
have  frequently  faid,  that  I  hold  in  equal  de- 
teftation  with  deceit,  I  determined,  let  what 
would  be  the  confequence,  to  inform  that  lady 
the  firPc  opportunity  that  offered,  that  I  was, 
unhappily,  an  unfit  perfon  for  an  intimate  with 
her  daughter,  my  charadler  having  bcen/ullied,. 
though  very  undefervedly,  by  the  rude  breath 
of  fcandal,  throudi  the  wicked  machinations 
of  the  noblemen  formerly  mentioned.  For 
the  prefent  I  contented  myfelf  with  entering 
into  a  vindication  of  thofe  of  the  profefTion  m 
which  I  was  engaged, 

I  told  the  company,  that  though  many 
young  men,  through  levity,  were  fo  inhuman 
as  to  blall  the  chara6ler  of  moil  of  thofe 
females  who  v/ere  in  the  theatrical  line,, 
merely  becaufe  they  fuppofed  their  reputa- 
tion was  of  fo  little  confequence,  that  they 
were  fit  fubjeds  for  their  fportive  fancy;  yet 
there  were  many,  I  was  perfuaded,  who  trod 
the  ftage,  and  were  truly  virtuous.  I  brought 
as  examples  a  Pritchard  and  a  Clive  -,  to, 
whom  I  faid,  I  doubted  not  but  many  others 
might  be  added.     I  obfcrved;,  that  were  ac- 

trclTes 
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trcfTes  as  chaile  as  veftais^  Rich  a  tongue  as  a 
Medlicote's  may  by  infamous  infiniiations  blaft 
their  fame  for  ever,  notwithftanding  there  was 
as  little  foundation  for  them,  as  thofe  with 
regard  to  myfelf  had  jufb  been  difcovered  to 
have.  I  concluded  with  declaring  that  I 
thought  a  woman  who  preferved  an  un- 
biemiilied  reputation  on  the  ftage,  to  be  in- 
finitely more  praifeworthy,  than  thofe  who 
retained  a  good  name,  merely  becaufe  they 
were  fecured  by  rank  or  fortune  from  the 
temptations  aclrefles  areexpofed  to-,  or  than 
fuch  as,  through  their  m.ediocrity  in  life,  do 
not  fail  in  the  way  of  the  gay  and  diflblute. 
Here  Colonel  Butler  interrupted  my  declama- 
tion byfinging,  '^  And  fhe  may  be  chaflethat 
'*  never  was  tried."  This  fally  of  his,  which 
came  in  fo  ^-^r^^^.r,  and  tended  to  confirm  the 
propofitionslhadjuft  beenftrivingtoeilabliih, 
reftored  cheerfulnefs  j  who,  though  fhe  re- 
turned fo  late,  was  a  very  welcome  vifitor. 
".  When  I  returned  home,  though  it  was 
very  late,  I  could  not  fleep  for  the  reflexions 
which  arofe  in  my  mind,  on  a  reviev/  of 
the  incidents  of  the  day.  "  How  much,*' 
cried  I,,  ^^  are  the  world  miftaken  in  their 
*^  ideas  q{  virtue,  as  well  as  of  bappinefj !  the 
**  generality  of  mankind  feem  to  comprife 
*^  every  virtue  in  that  of  chajiity.  Without 
«  doubt,  chaftity  is  one  of  the  iirft  and  m.ofh 
"  iuftly  admired  virtues  that  adorns  the 
"  female  mind  \  yet  when  we  confider, 
.     <i  ^<  that 
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<^  that  pimifhment  certainly  attends  a  breach 
*f  of  that  virtue-  that  the  great  monitor 
"  confcience  is  perpetually  preying  on  the 
"  heart  of  every  frail  fair  one  capable  of 
"  reflection ;  and  that  difgrace  is  their 
"  confequent  portion  y  furely  the  tr^ly  vir- 
"  tuous  ought  rather  to  pity,  and  pour 
*'  balm  i^to  the  bofom  of  thofe  v/ho  are 
"  thus  unfortunately  condemned  to  an 
"  earthly  purgatory,  and  may  have  m.any 
*^  extenuations  to  plead,  than  add  to  their 
"  afflidions  by  reproaches  or  contempt." — . 
Such  were  my  fentiments  at  that  period, 
young  as  I  was,  and  fuch  are  they  at 
this  hour.  But  though  I  thus  plead  the 
caufe  of  the  unfortunate,  it  is.  not  becauf^ 
I  have  unhappily  a  claim  to  the  fame 
lenity  myfelf,  or  that  I  wifh  to  extenuate 
a  deviation  from  the  path  of  redlitude  in 
this  point  i  I  have  as  high  a  veneratiori 
for  chaflity  and  her  true  votaries,  and  I, 
^s  much  regret  the  lofs  of  innocence  (my 
mind  ftill  retaining  its  native  purity)  a$ 
the  mofl  unerring  of  my  fex  can  do.-— - 
But  as  Hamlet  fays,  "  Somewhat  too  much, 
"  of  this.'' 

In  the  morning,  after  a  reftlefs  night,  I 
found  myfelf  in  a  fever.  The  different  paf- 
fions  with  whieli  my  mind  had  been  agitated 
during  the  preceding  evening,  had  been  more 
til  an  my  body  could  bear,  and  a  fever  en- 
fued.     I  was  not  ia  theleall  concerned  at  my 

indiipofition. 
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indifporitlon,  as  it  gave  me  an  opportunity  of 
Haying  at  honne  without  offending  any  one. 
My  friends,  however,  were  greatly  alarmed. 
Mrs,  Butler  and  her  beloved  daughter  did  me 
the  honour  to  pay  me  a  vifit,  and  my  abfence 
from  the  theatre  was  confidered  as  a  general 
calamity.  During  my  confinement!  could  not 
help  indulging  my  refledbions,  on  the  fubje(5l 
which  had  lately  taken  pofTelTion  of  my  mind  ; 
and  I  never  before  viewed  the  profefTion  I  had 
embraced  in  fo  humiliating  a  light  as  1  now  did 
through  Medlicote's  afperfions.  That  every 
fool  who  happened  to  be  polTelTed  of  a  fortune, 
Ihould  think  himfelf  licenfed  to  take  liberties 
with  me  ;  or  even  that  my  own  footman,  upon 
any  didike,  fhould  be  able  to  go  for  a  fhilling 
into  the  theatre,  and  infult  me ;  was  what  I- 
could  not  bear  to  think  of.  Tl"ke  very  idea 
affeded  me  fo  much,  that  I  never  could  regain  ^^ 
from  this  time,  the  felf-fufficiency  I  poffeire<i 
before.  My  indifpofition  increafed  from  thefo 
corroding  thoughts;  and  it  was  feveral  days^ 
before  I  was  able  to  attend  at  the  theatre. 
When  1  did  fo,  a  difagreeable  event  happen- 
ed, which  retarded  my  perfect  recovery,  and, 
with  fome  other  concurrent  circumftances^ 
was  the  caufe  of  my  leaving  Ireland. 

Mr.  Sheridan,  in  confequence  of  the  infult 
I  had  received  from  Mr.  St.  Leger,  as  before 
related,  and  on  account  of  the  inconveniences 
arifing  from  the  cuftom,  had  given  a  general 
order  at:  the  doors  of  the  theatre^  and  notice 


1^2  t  H  E      L  I  F  E      O  F 

in  ail  thQ  public  papers,  that  no  gentleman 
was,  on  any  account,  to  be  admitted  behind 
the  fcenes.  It  happened  one  night,  juil  as  I 
was  {o  far  recovered  as  to  venture  to  the  houfe, 
but  not  to  perform;  that  an  officer,  who  had 
more  wine  in  his  head,  than  humanity  in  his 
heart,  infiftedon  palling  the  centry  placed  at 
the  ftage-door.  The  poor  fellow  perfiiling  in 
his  refufal  of  admittance,  the  officer  drew  his 
fword  and  ilabbed  him  in  the  thigh,  with  fo 
nuhth.  violence,  that  the  weapon  broke,  and 
left  a  piece  in  the  mod  dangerous  part.  Hear- 
ing a  riot  on  the  ftage,  I  ran  from  the  box  in 
which  I  fat,  and  flew  in  my  fright  to  the  next 
centinel  for  protection.  This  happening  to  be 
the  man  who  had  been  wounded,  1  found  my- 
felf  in  a  mornent  encompaifed  by  numbers, 
and  was  obliged  to  be  a  witneis  to  the  broken 
Heel  b^ino;  taken  out.  The  unexpeClednefs 
of  this  fcene,  and  the  terrors  I  was  throv/n 
into  by  it,  as  I  was  not  perfe6lly  reftored  to 
health,  were  produ6live  of  a  relapfe.  The 
;nan,  however,  happily  recovered  through  the 
placidnefs  of  his  difpofition ;  but  having  lofl^ 
the  ufe  of  his  leg,  the  offender,  who  was  a 
man  of  quality  provided  for  him  for  life. 

G.  A,.B. 
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LETTER       XXIir. 

April  5,    17 

ABOUT  die  time  that  I  v/as  fo  well  re- 
covered of  my  diforder  as  to  be  able 
to  play  again,  Mr.  Barry,  wifhing  to  try  his- 
fortune  in  England,  went  off  without  giving 
the  manager  any  previous  notice,  or  paying 
any  refpecb  to  his  articles.  1  have  already. 
obfcrved  that  Mr.  Sheridan  was  held  in  high 
efdmation  by  the  people  of  Dublin.  The 
young  gentlemen  belonging  to  the  college 
looked  upon  him  as  a  divinity.  The  ladies 
cf  his  acquaintance  flattered  him ;  and  his  own " 
vanity  mifguided  him.  Thus  fituated,  he 
thought  himfelf  equal  to  any  undertaking  the 
ftage  required.  So  that,  upon  Mr.  Barry^s 
departure,  he  left  the  characters  in  which  he 
could  have  no  competitor,  to  enter  into  the 
walk  of  lovers  and  genteel  comedy.  It  is 
true,  his  figure  was  tolerable,  and  mught  have 
fui ted  this  line;  but  his  voice  and  manner  to- 
tally precluded  him  from  making  any  comi- 
parative  {land  in  them,  .   . 

It  wasnotlono;  before.he, was  .convinced  of 
his  millake  i  apA  feemed  by  his  revival  of 
* '  .^fop  "  to  wilh  to  find  out  plays  that  were  miOre 
fuited  to  his  fcientific  talents.  In  calling  a 
part  for  me  in  this  piece,  that  of  the  Young 
Lady  was  confidered  as  too  infignificant.  The 
■      '      '  Cateo-orical 
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Categorical  Lady  required  too  much  roi\i- 
bility,  and  I  was  obliged  to  put  up  with  that 
of  Doris,  which  was  the  charader  of  an  old 
nurfe ;  and  a  part  of  fuch  immenfe  length, 
that  this  and  iEfop^s  made  two-thirds  of  the 
performance. 

There  was   no  doubt  but  Mr.    Sheridan> 
who  muft  be  allowed  to  be  the  bell  declaimer 
that  ever  trod  our  ftage,  would  have  made 
a  very  capital  figure    in   a   charadter   which 
v;as  fo  conlpicuoufly  marked  out  for  his  ta- 
lents, had  not    the  performance  been  inter- 
rupted on  the  firft  night  of  its  reprefentation. 
The  houfe  was  fo  much  crowded,  that  a  per- 
Jon^  I  \vill  not  fo  far  degrade  the  title  of  gen- 
tlernany  as  to  beftow  on  him  that  appellation, 
finding  himfelf  inconveniently  fituated  in  the 
pit,  got  over  the  fpikes  which  divide   that 
part  from  the  llage.     This  removal  received 
marks  of  approbation  from  many  of  the  au- 
dience, who  by  no  means  approved  of  the  new 
regulation,  which  debarred  them  from  com- 
ing behind  the  fcenes.     Mr.  Kelly  (that  was 
the  perfon's  name)  was  not    a   little  pleafed 
that  he  had  efcaped  from  his  confined  fitua- 
tion,  and  at  the  fame  time  Ihewn  by  his  ma- 
noeuvre an  appearance  of  courage,  which  he 
was  conlcioOs  he  did  not  really  pofTefs. 

Elevated  with  his  fuccefs,  he  made  his 
way  to  the  green  room.  Haviiig  heard  much 
of  the  liberties  taken  by  the  gentlemen  with 
the  performers,    during  the  time  that  they 

were 
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were  admitted  behind  the  fcenes,  I  had  adopt- 
ed Mr.  Quin's  mode  of  confining  myfelf  to 
my  drefiing-room.  But  being  apprehenfive 
that  I  was  not  perfe6t  in  a  fcene  which  was 
moltly  lines,  and  which  I  was  to  repeat  in  the 
next  a(5t,  I  went  into  the  green-room  to  requeft 
Mrs.  Dyer  to  run  it  over  with  me. 

When  I  entered  the  room,  I  obferved  that 
lady  to  be  greatly  confuled,  and  that  llie 
could  not  move  out  of  an  arm-chair  in  which 
fhe  fat,  from  a  man's  impeding  her.  She 
whifpered  me  as  I  drew  near,  that  Kelly 
had  moft  grafsly  infulted  her.  Upon  which, 
not  confidering  the  brutality  of  a  drunken 
man,  particularly  of  an  illiterate  Irifliman 
when  drunk,  I  aflced  her  why  Ihe  llaid  to 
hear  him  ?  I  had  no  fooner  laid  this,  than 
I  obferved  I  had  offended  the  brute,  and 
accordingly  ran  out  of  the  green-room  into 
my  drelTing-room,  which  adjoined  to  it. 
When  I  got  in,  I  prudently  locked  the  door, 
judging  that  a  wretch  who  could  dare  to  infult 
a  worr.an  with  an  indelicate  converfation, 
would  daftardly  ftrike  or  mifufe  any  of  the  fex 
on  a  fuppofed  offence.  It  was  a  very  provi^ 
deniial  circumftance  that  I  had  purfued  this 
-ftep  ;  for  I  had  fcarcely  done  fo,  when  Kelly 
purfued  me,  and  attempted  to  force  the  door; 
at  the  fam.e  time  fwearing  vengeance  againft 
me. — What  outrages  againft  decency,  deco- 
rum, and  humanity^  are  drunken  men  guilty 
,of,  even  if  ignorance  and  brutality  ^are  n.o^ 
'  •'  a  •     . .     ^    . . ..  ;..^  >   =■  ;rmi^e4 
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united  Willi  intoxication!  It  was  no  bad  cuf- 
torn  of  tae  ancient  Romans,  to  nnake  their 
flaves  drunk  once  a  year,  that  their  children 
mightbe  witneiTesto  the  deteftableconfeqiien- 
ces  of  inebriation,  and  early  learn  to  abhor  it. 

The  noife  which  Kelly  made  at  my  dreffing- 
room  door  alarmed  the  audience,  and  drew 
the  manager  to  inquire  into  tlie  caufe  of  it. 
Finding  Kelly  thus  riotoufly  difpofed,  he  de-- 
fired  him  to  quit  the  fcenes.  The  other  re- 
fufing,  Mr.  Sheridan  ordered  him  to  be  turn- 
ed out  by  force.  He  now  found  room  in  the 
pit,  as  feveral  of  the  manager's  friends,  on 
hearing  the  difturbance,  had  left  their  places, 
and  gone  into  his  room  to  learn  the  occafion 
of  it.  The  play  proceeded  till  we  were  come, 
,  to  the  firfc  fcene  of  the  lau  a6l,  w^hen  an  orange 
or  apple  was  thrown  at  Mr.  Sheridan,  who, 
played  the  charadler  of  JE(op,  and  fo  well  di- 
xeaicdj  that  it  dented  the  iron  of  the  falfe  nofe 
which  he  wore,  into  his  forehead. 

Mr.  Sheridan  v/as  not  only  born  and  bred 
a  gentleman,  but  poITefled  as  much  perfonal 
<!:ourage  as  any  man  breathing.  It  may  there- 
fore be  fuppofed,  that  he  v/x)uld  not  put  up 
w:ith  fuch  an  indignity.  He  went  forv/ard, 
and  aadreffed  the  audience^,  orthe  perfon  that 
was  Tuppofed  to  throw  it  ;  but  what  he  faid, 
rn^y  fflight  prevented  me  from  hearing.  The 
curtain  was  then  dropped^  and  the  piece  left 
uninniihed.  The  foolifli  being  who  had  oc- 
cafioned  this  cdnfufion/  Kelly,   now  went  to 
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the  manager*s  room  to  demand  fatisfadlion. 
And  this  he  immediately  gave  him  in  the  moft 
ample  manner,  with  an  oak  flick,  which,  as 
JEiop,  he  had  carried  in  his  hand  during  the 
performance  j  whilft  Kelly,  to  the  great  enter- 
tainment of  fuch  of  Mr,  Sheridan's  friends  as 
were  prefent,  fell  upon  the  ground  in  tears, 
crying  out  at  the  fame  time,  "  that  he  Hiould 
**  feverely  repent  this  ufage  to  a  gentleman,'^ 
To  the  difgrace  of  the  military  (for  he  wore  a 
cockade)  during  this  humiliating  fcene,  Mr. 
Kelly  had  a  fword  by  his  fide. 

When  the  manager  had  given  Kelly  this 
fevere  corre61:ion  for  his  inlblence  and  bru-- 
tality,  he  fuffercd  him  to  crawl  away,  for 
walk  he  could  not,  to  Lucas's  Coffee-Houfe. 
As  foon  as  he  got  there,  he  claimed  the 
compalli/^n  of  the  company  j  and  having  in- 
formed them  how  ill  he  had  been  ufed,  to 
intereft  them  the  more  in  his  favour,  falfely 
added,  that  Mr.  Sheridan  had  had  the  auda- 
city to  declare,  that  he  was  a  better  gentle- 
man than  any  one  who  had  been  that  night 
at  the  theatre.  It  is  necefTary  here  to  ac- 
quaint you,  that  Lucas's  Coffee-Houfe  is  the 
place  to  which  the  IriOi  gentlemen  ufually 
refort  to  decide,  in  an  honourable  way,  their 
quarrels.  Whilft  the  combatants  retire  into 
the  yard  to  acquire  glory,  the  reft  of  the 
company  tiock  to  the  windows,  to  fee  that  no 
unfair  advantages  are  taken,  and  to  make  bets 
on  which  of  them  falls  firft.     And  of  theic 

Vol.  L  H  combats. 
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combatSj  I  can  aflure  you,  there  are  not  a 
few;  the  Hibernians  being  extremely  cap- 
tious ;  and  very  often  ready  to  take  offence 
■where  none  is  intended.  You  mufl  ^^  fpeak 
"^^  by  the  card"  amongil:  them,  or  a  quarrel 
will  enfue.  They  are  pofTeffed  of  many  good 
qualifications,  but  this  feems  to  be  one  of  the 
foibles  of  the  country. 

It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  that  perfons  of 
this  cafl  fhould  be  eafiiy  excited  to  enter  into 
any  propofal  which  feemed  likely  to  be  pro- 
du6live  of  a  riot.  M<ore  efpecially,  as  moft 
of  the  frequenters  of  Lucas's,  at  that  time, 
had  a  natural  antipathy  to  all  learning,  ex- 
cept that  kind  of  knowledge  which  enabled 
them  to  diftinguifh  good  claret  from  bad. 
They  therefore  one  and  all  agreed  to  fally 
forth  to  lay  fiege  to  Smock- Alley  Theatre,, 
and  facritice  the  prefumptuous  manager  of 
it  for  having  forfeited  the  name  of  gentle- 
man, by  appearing  upon  the  llage.  They 
like  wife  had  another  excitement^  which  was 
no  lefs  powerful  with  perfons  of  their  liberal 
way  of  thinking ;  and  that  was  his  having 
had  the  misfortune  to  have  had  a  clalTical 
education,  which  h€  had  greatly  improved  by 
application  and  intenfe  ftudy. 

Mr,  Sheridan  not  fuppofing  any  perfons 
could  be  found  weak  enough  to  abet  fuch  a 
cowardly  beings  imagined  the  affair  was  over, 
at  lead  for  that  night ;  and  he  had  retired,  to 
enjoy  himfeif  wid*  fomt  of  his  friends.    The 

dieatre 


G.     A,      BELLAMY*  I59 

theatre  was  alfo  fliut  up..  The  heroes,  how- 
ever, made  a  brave-  aflault  againft  it,  and  drove 
to  force  the  doors,  Btit  finding  them  too 
ftrongly  barricaded,  to  hope  for  fuccefs,  they 
retired  for  that  night. 

The  next  evening,  the  *^  Fair  penitent"  was 
to  be  performed  for  the  benefit  of  a  public 
charity,  Notwithftanding  which,  upon  die 
appearance  of  Mr.  Sheridan,  in  the  charader 
of  Horatio,  the  Bucks ^  as  they  termed  them- 
felves,  immediately  arofe,  and  cried,  "  Out 
**  with  the  ladies,  and  down  with  the  houfe." 
It  is  impofiible  to  defcribe  to  you  the  horrors 
of  a  riot  at  a  Dublin  theatre.  The  confter- 
nation  and  fright  which  it  occafioned  among 
the  ladies,  with  whom  the  ilage  was  exceed- 
ingly crowded,  is  beyond  conception.  Huf- 
hands  and  brothers  were  bufiiy  employed  in 
taking  care  of  their  wives  and  fillers ;  and  all 
was  a  fcene  of  confufion. 

Mr.  Sheridan  was  early  advifed  by  his 
friends  to  quit  the  houfe;  but  he  would  not 
hear  of  it.  However,  v/hen  the  rioters  leaped 
upon  the  ftage,  and  threatened  his  life,  he 
found  a  retreat  abfolutely  neceffary  for  the 
prefervation  of  it.  Had  he  not  prudently 
taken  this  ftep,  thefe  fons  of  Bacchus  would 
certainly  have  put  their  threats  into  execution  1 
for  they  broke  open  every  door  in  the  houfe, 
to  find  the  offender y  as  they  called  him.  Thefe 
daftardly  ruffians  broke  open  the  wardrobe, 
Und  as  they  could  not  find  the  manager,  they 
H  £  revenged 
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revenged  themfelves  upon  the  fluffing  of  Fal- 
ikaff,  which  they  flab  bed  in  many  places. 

In  their  refearches  they  did  me  the  honour 
of  a  vifit.  Two  gentlemen  of  quality  having 
joined  the  rioters,  out  of  curiofity,  one  of 
them  Mr.  Edward  HufTey,  now  Lord  Beaulieu, 
the  other  Mr.  Mirvan,  they  came  to  the  door 
of  my  drefTmg-room,  and  very  politely  told 
me,  they  were  come  to  protect  me  from  in- 
fult.  But  apprehending  them,  in  my  fright, 
to  be  leaders  of  the  mob,  and  finding  that  the 
rioters  were  determined  to  leave  no  part  of 
the  theatre  unfearched,  infl:ead  of  returning 
thanks  for  their  politenefs,  as  I  fhould  have 
done,  I  anfwered  with  fome  acrimony,  "  that 
^^  my  room  was  an  improbable  place  to  find 
^^  theperfon  they  wanted,  as  I  certainly  fhould 
^^  not  undrefs,  was  there  a  gentleman  in  it." 

Upon  this  Kelly  advanced,  and  miftaking 
me,  as  I  imagined,  for  Mrs.  Dyer,  faid  I  was 
the  —  who  had  occafioned  all  the  diflurbance. 
And  I  don't  know  whether  1  fhould  have  el- 
caped  further  infult,  had  I  not,  in  a  refolute 
tone  of  voice,  ordered  them  to  quit  the  room. 
To  this  at  length  they  confented,  upon  being 
permitted  to  lift  up  the  covering  of  my  toilette, 
to  fee  whether  the  manager  was  there.  As 
foon  as  they  were  departed  I  hurried  to  my 
chair,  and  Mr.  HuHey  had  the  humanity  to 
walk  by  the  fide  of  it,  to  fee  me  fafe  home. 
Andl  was  never  more  rejoiced  in  my  life,  than 
when  I  found  my felffecure  within  the  doors. 

The 
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The  magifbrates  having  reafon  to  appre- 
hend that  greater  mifchief  would  enfue,  if 
the  theatre  continued  open,  ordered  it.  to  be 
fhut  up  till  the  benefits  commenced.  The 
affair,  however  did  not  end  here  j  for  the 
College-Boys,  as  they  are  vJually  termed,  in 
order  to  revenge  the  caufe  of  their  fellow- 
ftudent,  as  well  as  to  fliew  their  refentment 
at  being  deprived  of  their  favourite  amufe- 
ment,  took  it  into  their  heads  to  pay  Mr. 
Fitzgerald,  Mr.  Kelly,  and  feveral  other  ring- 
leaders of  the  rioters,  a  morning  vifit,  and 
obligingly  invited  them  to  partake  of  a 
breakfail  at  their  college  3  where  they  be- 
llowed as  much  coid  water  upon  them  from 
their  pump,  as  ferved  to  keep  their  heads 
perfediy  cool  to  defend  their  caufe  againft 
the  manager,  who  had  the  fame  day  com- 
menced a  profecution  againil  them. 

G.  A.  B, 


LETTER       XXIV. 

-  April  10,    17 — , 

AFTER    the    account   I  gave  you  in 
my  lafl,  can  you   wonder.  Madam,,  at 
my  being    lefs   pieafed  with   the    profeHlon  I 
was  engaged  in,  than  I  was  when  youth  and 
H  3  iaexperien cer 
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inexperience  prefen^ed  to  my  view  only  tlie 
pleafmg  fide  of  it;  or  that  I  grew  tired  of  a 
country  where  I  v/as  fubjedl  to  fiich  conti- 
nual alarms  ?  A  learned  friend  of  mine  fre- 
quently made  life  of  the  Latin  phrafe  Expe- 
rientia  docet.  Experience  teaches^  I  think,  he 
told  me  was  the  Englifn  of  it.  And  I  am 
fure  it  has  taught  me^  that  there  is  no  ftate 
of  life  but  what  has  its  inconveniencies  as 
well  as  its  conveniencies  ;  and  the  odds  are, 
that  the  latter  are  more  abundant  than  the 
former.  But  let  me  no  longer  detain  you 
from  my  (lory. 

Being  always  expefted  at  Colonel  Butler's 
U'hen  I  was  not  at  the  theatre,  and  that  fa- 
knily  having  jufl:  heard  of  the  riot,  they  were 
much  alarmed  for  my  fafety.  I  confe- 
quently,  received  a  Yery  pivfTing  letter  the 
next  morning,  requeuing  that  I  would  im- 
mediately come  to  them  at  their  country- 
houfe,  where  they  at  that  tim.e  were.  But  I 
was  fa  much  indifpofed,  from  the  terrors  I 
had  lately^  experienced,  that  I  l^egged  to  be 
excufed  till  the  day  following. 

As  my  mother  had  ufually  fo  little  of  my 
company,  fhe  w^as  pleafed  with  my  refufal 
to  go  to  Colonel  Butler*s,  and  propofed  great 
fatisfa6lion  from  my  fpending  the  day  with 
her.  In  the  afternoon  I  fent  my  fervant> 
Mrs,  O'Bryen,  of  whom  I  have  made  honour- 
able mention  before,  to  inquire  after  our 
good  friend  Doftor  Walker^  who  was  ill  of  a 

fever. 
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fever.     About  feven  o'clock   fhe  returned,., 
with  a  countenance  full  as  expreffive  of  hor-   ■ 
ror  as  his  could  be,  "  who  drew  Priam's  cur*' 
*'  tains  in  the  dead  of  night,  and  would  have 
"  told  him  half  his  Troy  was  burnt.'*     She- 
had  no  fooner  entered   the  room^  than   (he 
began  to  exclaim  in  a  moft  doleful  tone,  "  Ob 
"  Madam^  Oh  Madam !"  which  was  all   (lie 
was  able  to  utter  5  and  it  was  fome  time  be- 
fore  we  could  get  an   explanation  from  her. 
At  length  fhe  informed  us,  that  the  poor  doc- 
tor had  died  during  the  lail  nigbJij  and  thafc 
they   were  already  going  to  bury  him.     She 
added,  that  as  they  were  about  to  fhroud  the 
body,,  the  orifices  which  had  been  made  iih. 
kis  arms,  on  bleeding  him  before  his  deceafep, 
had  bled  afrelh. 

As  it  was  now  fo  late  in  the  evening  ;.  as: 
tiiQ  houfe  we  had  lately  removed  to  was  full 
two  miles  from  the  do6lor's  refidence  ;  as- 
my  mother  had  been  confined  fome  months 
by  the  rheumatifin ;  and  as  I  was  fo  much 
indifpofed  j  it  was  impofTible  for  either  my 
mother  or  myfelf  to  reach  the  place  of  his 
abode  time  enough,  to  prevent  his  prem.ature 
interment ;  which,. but  for  thefe  reafons,  we- 
certainly  fhould  hav,e  4®n^*  We  likewife 
found  that  Mrs,  Walker  had  been  prevailed 
on  by  the  earneft  entreaties  ofher.fifter,  to^ 
Leave  the  houfe,  and  retire  with  her  to  Dun- 
leary.  My  mother,  therefore,  ordered  the 
Urvant  to  take  a  coach,  and  if  the  corpfe 
H  4.  wa3* 
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was  interred,  to  have  it  taken  up  at  all  events, 
eoft  what  it  would. 

You  can  give  the  connmon  people  of  Ire- 
land no  greater  treat  than  a  wake.  Our 
maid  confequently  had  nnany  companions 
before  fhe  reached  the  houfe  j  efpecially  as 
fhe  made  no  fecret  of  her  errand.  When 
they  arrived,  they  learned  that  the  body 
had  been  interred  immediately  after  her  de- 
parture, left  the  diforder  he  died  of,  which 
was  thought  to  be  epidemic,  Ihould  prove 
contagious.  They  were  further  informed, 
that  as  Mrs.  Walker  was  of  the  fe6t  of  Ana- 
baptills,  it  had  been  depofited,  by  her  order, 
in  their  burying  ground,  which  was  fituated 
at  the  extremity  of  the  city. 

The  people  who  accompanied  our  fervant 
having  come  out  with  an  intention  of  fpend- 
ing  the  night  in  their  favourite  amufement, 
they  now  refolved  to  go  to  feek  the  fexton, 
and  carry  my  mother's  commands  into  exe- 
cution: but,  as  it  was  fo  late,  they  could 
not  find  his  houfe.  They,  however,  as  no 
obftrudions  can  retard  the  Irifh  in  any  fa- 
vourite purfuit,  clambered  over  the  gate, 
men,  women,  and  children,  and  thus  entered 
the  receptacle  of  the  dead.  Whilft  they 
fat  round  the  gave,  O'Bryen  heard,  or  ^/^<?//^i?^ 
fhe  heard,  a  groan  ;  which  made  them  ex- 
pecSl  with  great  impatience  the  return  of  day- 
light. 

As 
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As  foon  as  Aurora  made  her  appearance^ 
fome  labourers,  who  had  juft  come  to  their 
work,  acquainted  them  where  the  fexton 
lived;  and  he  was  prevailed  on,  though  not 
without  fome  difficulty,  to  comply  with  their " 
requeil.  Accordingly^  the  canonized  bones 
of  the  dodlor,  which  had,  a  few  -hours  be- 
fore, "  been  hearfed  in  death,  revifited  the 
*^  glim.pfes  of  the  morn/^  Upon  opening  the 
coffin  (I  lliudder  whilfb  I  relate  the  horrid 
fcene)  they  found  the  body  now  totally  de- 
prived of  life,  but  obferved  that  the  late  in- 
habitant of  it  had  endeavoured  to  ^*  burft  his 
"  cearments,'''  and  leave  the  dreadful  manfion 
in  which  he  was  confined.  He  had  adlually 
turned  upon  his  fide;  and,  as  my  fervant  had 
reported,  his  arms  had  bled  afrefh:  The 
coffin  was  carried  to  the  houle  of  the  fexton, 
where  multitudes,  excited  by  curiofity,  flock- 
ed from  all  parts,  to  fee  this  memorable  in- 
ftance  of  fruit lejs  precaution.  The  family, 
however,  hearing  of  the  circumf^ances,  the 
body  was  ordered  to  be  reinterred,  and  the 
rfair  was  huffied  up. 

Are  you  cafuift  enough  to  tell  me  how  it 
h-appens,  that  we  are  generally  difappointed  in 
the  grand  expec^tations  of  our  lives;  and  find 
our  favourite  wilhes  crofTed  ?  Never  was  there 
a  more  fingular  confirmation  of  this  fadt,  than 
in  the  cafe  of  the  dodtor.  The  fear  of  being' 
buried  alive  feems  to  have  engrolTed  all  his 
thoughts.  The  apprehenfions  which  arofe  in 
H  5  his 
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his  mind,  both  on  his  own  account  and  that  of 
others,  furnifhed  him  with  an  inexhauftible 
fund  for  converfation,  and  gave  frequent  em- 
ployment to  his  pen.  The  prefentiment  which 
had  taken  polTefTion  of  him  was  not  to  be 
fuppreffed.  But  alas  I  how  unavailing,  from 
a  combination  of  preventive  circumftances, 
<lid  it  prove ! — Let  it  ferve  as  a  document  to 
"us,  not  to  fix  our  hearts,  with  too  much  anxi- 
ety, on  any  obje6t  that  lies  within  the  reach 
of  the  accidents  of  life,  or  to  indulge  too 
great  apprehenfions  of  any  dreaded  evil. 

I  was  greatly  afFe6led  at  the  melancholy 
accident  which  had  juft  happened,  but  my^ 
mother  was  almoil  diilradled  at  being  obliged 
to  break  a  promife  llie  had  fo  folemnly  made, 
and  which  would  have  proved  fo  confonant  to 
the  wilhes  of  her  old  friend.  Having,  at  the 
time  I  firft  mentioned  this  promife,  given  you 
jny  fentiments  on  the  obfervance  of  it,  I  {hall 
only  add  here,  that  a  breach  of  a  folemn  en- 
gagement is  always  attended  with  regret,  as 
my  mother  now  found  to  her  coil. 

I  have  often  wondered  that  humanity,  ex- 
clufive  of  affe6lion,  does  not  prevent  thofe 
'Who  have  a  regard  for  perfons  during  their 
lives,  from  leaving  them  in  their  laft  moments, 
through  2cfalje  tendernejs^  to  the  care  of  nurfes 
and  fervants,  who  are  ufually  infenfible  to 
every  claim  but  thofe  of  their  own  eafe  or 
intereft.  Too  fufceptible  of  pain^  from  be- 
holding the  expiring  pangsof  a  beloved  objed, 

they 
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they  haften  from  it.  Whereas  that  ought  to 
be  the  ftrongeft  motive  for  their  ftay^  as  thefe 
would  ftimulate  them  to  unremitted  afliduity 
in  adminiftering  every  needful  affiftance  whilft 
life  remains,  and  to  a  due  attention  to  the 
body  till  its  interment.  The  moil  pleafurable-^ 
reflection  I  now  am  fenfible  of,  is,,  that  the 
three  perfons  I  loved  and  eileemed  moft  ex-- 
pired  in  my  arms.  Thefe  were,  my  dear 
Mifs  Conway,  my  mother,  and  a  worthy  and 
much-regretted  friend,  many  of  the  incidents 
of  whofe  life  you  will  find  hereafter  inter- 
woven with  my  own. 

A  tear  that  obtrudes  itfelf  on  the  recollect 
tion  of  fcenes,  which  have  already  caufed  me 
fo  many,  dims  my  fight; — others  follow,  and 
trickle  in  quick  fuccefTion  dov/n  my  cheek. 
The  fubjed  awakens  all  my  fenfibility. — And  . 
furely,  a  heart  more  fufceptibk  of  all  the  ten^^ 
der  feelings  never  throbbed  in  a  female  bofom, 
—-The  foft  effufion  overwhelms  me. — I  mull 
My  down  my  pen»=. 

G.  A.  B- 
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ApriliTi-i^—. 

FORGIVE   the  abrupt    conclufion    of 
my  laft.     Every  tender   fenfation   was 
aroufcd^  when   the  lofs   of   fuch   dear  and 
H  6  valued 
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valued  friends  became  even  by  anticipation, 
the  Tub] eel  of  my  pen.  The  trickling  te^tr 
would  not  be  repelled.  I  will. however  now 
endeavour  to  proceed  with  more  compofure. 

It  being  impollible  for  me  to  leave  my 
mother  in  the  fituation  Ihewas  reduced  to 
by  the  late  melancholy  incident,  I  fent  an 
apology  to  my  refpecled  patronefs,  informing: 
Jher,  at  the  fame  time^  of  the  caufe.  Fronn 
the  many  difagreeable  circumllances  which 
had  lately  occurred,  one  upon  another,  my 
mind  took  as  ferious  a  turn  as  when  I  lived 
in  retirement  at  the  Farmer's  at  Ingateftone, 
I  loft  my  vivacity,  and  delighted  more  in 
being  alone  than  in  company.  To  this,  the 
frequent  vifits  of  Mr.  Crump,  v/ho  I  nov/ 
found  courted  me  by  proxy,  made  no  little 
addition.  His  being  always  a  conftant  atten- 
dant at  my  mother's  parties  rendered  home 
difagreeable  to  me. 

My  mother  endeavoured  to  find  out  the 
caufe  of  a  change  fo  totally  contrary  to  my 
natural  difpofition,  but  in.  vain.  Flaving- 
heard  me  fpeak  warmly  in  praife  of  the 
outward  attraftions  of  Medlicote,  Ihe  was- 
apprehenfive  that  the  fuperficiai  qualifica- 
tions of  that  empty  man  had  captivated  me. 
But  when  ihe  refie6ledthatlhehad  ajs  frequent- 
ly heard  me  declare  that  I  would  not  marry 
him,  were  he  difengaged  and  offered  me  his 
hand  j  placing  a  confidence  in  that  fincerity 
which    had   ever  been  rny  boaft,    her  fears 

vanilhed 
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vamfhed  relative  to  him.  What  then  could 
be  the  caufe?  for  a  caiife  there  miiftbe.  This 
perplexed  her.  And  as  fhe  was  very  defirous 
of  feeing  me  married  to  Mr.  Crump,  prefer- 
ring eafy  circumilances  to  happinefs,  fhe  was 
anxious  to  find  out  and  remove  it. 

Whilft  I  appeared  in  public,  fhe  was  neither 
furprized  nor  difpleafed  at  feeing  verfes  ad- 
dreffed  to  me  from  one  dying  fwain  or  other; 
but  my  praifc  having  been  frequently  re- 
founded  by  an  unknown  Strephon,  fince 
the  theatre  had  been  Ihut  up,  and  I  lived 
a  more  reclufe  life,  her  fears  were  ex- 
cited by  it.  And  laying  afide  the  forrow  flie 
had  lately  fuffered  for  her  deceafed  friend, 
fubftituted  in  its  room  anxiety  for  her  living 
daughter.  So  fufpicious  now  was  fhe  be- 
come of  my  having  entered  into  fome  tender 
engagement  without  her  confent,  that  even 
the  ilrongeft  teftimony  of  affedion  that  I 
could  give  her,  that  of  almoil  conflantly  flay- 
ing at  home  with  her,  could  not  remove  her 
jlpprehenfions.  It  even  added  to  them,  as  fhe 
confidered  fuch  novel  behaviour  only  as  a 
contrivance  to  hear  the  oftener  from  this  fa- 
voured admirer. 

Upon  my  mother's  intrufling  Mr.  Crump 
with  her  fufpicions,  he  alio  took  the  alarm, 
and  never  refled  till  he  had  difcovered  the 
author  of  the  verfes  which  had  been  the  caufe 
of  their  fears,  and,  as  they  fuppofed,  of  the 
alteration  in  my  temper. 

In 
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In  the   neighbourhood  of   our   refidence 
lived  a  gentlewoman  who  was  related  to  moil 
of  the  Catholics  of  diftindlion  in  the  kingdom 
of  Ireland.     She  had  married  a  Mr.  Kendall, , 
belonging  to  the  Cuftom-Houfe,  by  whom 
fhe  had  feveral  children.     Finding,  however,, 
her  hufband's  income  inadequate  tothefupport 
of  fo  large  a  family,  fhe  had,  agreeable  to  = 
the  advice  of  her  friends,  fet  up  a  fubfcrip- 
tion  card-aflembly,.    Her  daughters  likewile- 
employed  themfelves  in  making  the  linen  of 
their  relations,  for  which  they  were  generally- 
well  paid. 

As   this  aflembly  was    kept    in  Britain- 
Street,  which  joined  to  Summer-Hill,,  where - 
we  refided;  having  been  often  invited  to  ga. 
to  it,    I   one    day  fent  my  name  down,  and 
went  the  fame  evening.     I  had  the  honour  of 
being  perlbnally    known    to    moll    of  the 
company.     There  was  a  young  gentleman,, 
however,  whom  I  could  not  recolledl:  that  I. 
had  ever  feen  before,  though,  as  I  was  after-., 
wards  informed,  he  had  been  my  conftant  at-  - 
tendant  and  admirer  at  the  theatre.  His  name 
was  Jephfon,  and  he  was  of  Trinity- College.  _ 
Whilll  I  fat  at  cards,  thisy outh  was  rivetted  to , 
the  back  of  my  chair^  and  upon  my  getting  up : 
to  go  home,  he  requefted  leave  to  efcort  me, , 

When  we  reached  my  mother's,  without 
having  the  leall  idea  of  giving  her  umbrage 
or  room  for  cenfure,  I  afked  him  in,  that  I' 
might  have  an  opportunity  of  introducing  him 
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\o  her.  I  could  not  help  obferving,  that  fhe 
received  him  with  unufual  formality  and  re- 
ferve.  As  foon  as  he  was  gone,,  my  mother 
afked  me  how  long  I  had  been  acquainted  with 
Mr.  Jephfon  ?  I  told  her,  with  a  compofure 
that  ilaggered  her,  that  to  the  befl  of  my 
knowledge  I  had  not  feen  him  till  that  night. 
Not  fatisfied  with  that  declaration,  Ihe  defired 
that  I  would  give  her  'i'iiy  homur  to  what  I  had 
faid.  To  which  I  replied,  with  an  infolencq 
thatftabs  me  to  the  heart  as  I  repeat  it,  "  I 
**  will  never,  give  my  honour.  Madam,  to 
*^  any  one  who  dares  to  difpute  my  word." 

I  had  no  fooner  uttered  the  word  dares ^  than- 
the  impropriety  of  it  immediately  ftruck  me« 
And  every  time  the  converfation  occurs  to> 
my  memory,  I  feel  an  inexpreflible  pang  at 
my  having  prefumed  to  make  ufe  of  it  to  a 
parent. — Remorfe  and  difquietude  ought  to 
be  the  portion  of  all  thofe  who  Tofe  fight  of 
the  duty  they  owe  to  their  parents. ^ — Honour 
thy  father  and  thy  mother— how  ftrong  the 
injunction ! — and  how  pleafing  the  reward — 
that  thy  days  may  be  long,  &c.  Next  to 
the  reverence  due  from  us  to  the  univerfal 
Parent  of  mankind,  ftands  the  duty  we  owe 
our  earthly  parents  j  one  is  equally  as  obli- 
gatory as  the  other.  Thank  Heaven  !  it  was 
only  in  this  inftance,  and  this  was  not  from 
the  heart,  that  I  ever  knowingly  offended  the 
author  of  my  birth.  It  was  my  misfortune 
to  be  tenacious  to  a  degree,  relative  to   the 

attributf 
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attribute  I  fo  much  valued  myfelf  on,  fin* 
cerity ;  and  whatever  feemed  to  refle6l  on. 
that,  gave  me  offence.  I  was  confcious  of 
my  petulance  (to  call  it  by  no  harfher  name) 
the  moment  it  efcaped  me  j  yet,  reludant  to 
acknowledge  my  error,  or  to  fubkiit,  as  I 
ought  to  have  done,  I  ordered  the  horfes  to 
be  put  to,  before  my  mother  was  up,  and  ^^ 
off  to  join  my  beloved  friends. 

Alarmed  at  my  perfeverance,  and  knowing 
my  temper  was  to  be  moulded  to  her  own 
wilhes  by  gentle  means,  but,  if  controuled, 
that  it  would  run  retrograde,  even  to  the  ex- 
treme of  obilinacy,  fhe  lent  a  meifenger  to 
me  with  a  letter  the  next  day.  In  it  ilie  re- 
quefted  that  I  would  excufe  what  Hie  had 
faid  the  day  before,  it  being  the  refult  of  her 
apprehenfions  for  my  welfare,  as  fhe  had 
been  informed  that  Mr.  Jephfon,  the  young 
gentleman  who  had  ^ttn  me  home,-  was  the 
enamorato  who  had  lung  my  praife  lb  frequently 
of  late.  To  which  fhe  added,  that  the  unufiial' 
referve  and  gloom  which  had  for  fome  time 
clouded  my  brow,  feemed  to  confirm  her  fuf- 
picions  ;  which  if  well  founded,  as  llie  hoped* 
they  were  not,  mull  prove  deftru6live  to  my 
happinefs,  he  being  entirely  dependent  on  his- 
relations^  and  had  it  not  in  his  power  to  pro- 
vide for  me  as  fhe  could  vnfh. 

My  mother's  condefcenfion  affe6t!ed  me  the- 
more,  as  I  was  by  this  time,  from  the  reflec- 
tions which  I  had  ieifure  to  indulge,,  truly  fen- 
i  '  fibie 
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fible  that  I  had  been  to  blame;  and  the 
more  fo,  from  her  dependent  fituation  on  me, 
which  ought  to  have  made  me  more  circnm- 
fpe61:  in  my  duty  towards  her,  and  the  more 
careful  of  giving  her  offence.  There  is  a 
delicacy  in  this  point,  of  which  unthinking 
and  vulgar  minds  are  not  fufceptible;  but  it 
weighs  much  with  every  well-bred  perfon,  and 
all  fuch  as  have  a  juft  idea  of  propriety  of 
condu(5t.  I  wrote  her  confequently  a  fub- 
mlffive  anfwer,  and  informed  her  that  I  would 
return  the  next  day.  But  an  exprefs  arriving 
with  an  account  that  Lord  L.anlborough,  a 
near  relation  of  Colonel  Butler's,  was  dan- 
geroufly  ill,  we  all  returned  to, Dublin  the 
fame  evening. 

I  was  not  difpleafed  at  being  obliged  to 
return  fo  foon,  as  I  was  miferable  till  I  made 
an  atonement  to  my  mother  for  my  undutiful 
behaviour.  She  received  me  with  that  plea- 
fure  which  is  ever  united  with  real  afFe6tion, 
and  I  never  fpent  an  evening  with  more 
fatisfadtion.  Being  thus  reconciled  to  each 
other,  and  that  confidence  which  had  hither- 
to fubfifted  between  us  being  reftored,  fhe 
defired  me  to  inform  her,  without  any  re- 
ferve,  of  the  caufe  of  my  late  though tfulneis, 
I  acquainted  her,  with  truth,  that  it  folely 
arofe  from  the  precarioufnefs  of  my  prefent 
fituation,  which  every  day  became  more  and 
more  diiagreeable  to  me.  I  then  recapitulated 


the  following  circumflances 


to 
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In  the  firft  place  I  was  apprehenfive  that  as 
loon  as  the  theatre  was  opened  again  Mr, 
Sheridan  would  appear  in  the  charafters  of 
Antony,  Romeo,  &€.  and  from  playing  with 
a  perfon  fo  difqualified  by  nature  for  fuch 
parts,  I  too  much  feared  I  fhould  iofe  in  fome 
meafure  the  reputation  T had  gained. — In  the 
next  place,  the  declining  health  of  my  worthy 
and  much-loved  Mrs.  Butler  gave  me  great 
uneafinefs.  And  as  fhe  propofed  going  to 
Spa  for  her  recovery,  and  after  that  to  the  South 
of  France,  it  would  be  a  very  very  long  time 
before  I  had  the  happinefs  to  fee  her  again,  if 
ever  I  did. — ^To  thefe  caufes  of  forrow  may  be 
added  the  lofs  of  Mifs  St.  Legcr's  company, 
A  friend  for  whom  I  had  the  tendered  regard;^ 
and  who  had  ftaid  but  a  lliort  month  in 
Dublin.  Mrs.  O'Hara  was  likewife  confined 
to  her  room,  by  which  I  was  deprived  of  being 
with  her  fo  much  as  duty  and  affedion 
prompted. — The  laft,  but  not  the  lead  reafon 
of  my  difquiet,  was  my  apparent  ingratitude 
to  Mr.  Quin.  My  leaving  England  without 
confulting  him  on  the  engagement  I  was  about 
to  enter  into,  or  evea  without  taking  leave  of 
him,  often  ftruck  me  forcibly,  and  gave  me 
many  a  pang.  A  falfe  modefty,  I  now  per- 
ceived, had  made  me  avoid  that  dear  man. 
Inftead  of  confidering  him  as  my  Mentor,  and 
unbofoming  myfelf  to  him  upon  every  occa- 
fion  that  required  the  counfel  of  experience 
and  probity,    \  left  the   country  in  which, 

lis. 
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he  refickd*  From  him  fhould  I  have  al- 
ways been  fure  of  meeting  with  relief,  com- 
palTion,  and  comfort.  My  regard  for  him  was 
truly  filial.  Whilft  I  loved  him,  I  dreaded 
his  frowns  more  than  any  misfortune  which 
could  befall  me.  But  bafiifulnefs  conquered 
afFeftion. — With  fmcerity  and  truth  thus  did  I 
unfold  to  my  mother  the  caufcs  of  that  alte- 
ration in  my  demeanour,  which  fhe  could  not 
account  for.  As  there  is  a  confidence  attend- 
ing innate  re61:itude  that  commands  belief,  ihc 
readily  gave  credit  to  my  afTertions,  and  was 
convinced  of  the  propriety  of  my  feelings. 
My  vanity  prompts  m^  toconclude  this  letter 
with  fome  lines,  my  Inamorato  Mr.  Jephfoa 
wrote  upon  me  in  the  charader  of  Belvidera. 

<*  Hail  chiUI  of  Nature,  and  the  pride  of  Art  J 
**  Equally  formed  to  glad  and  pain  the  heart. 
**  Thro'  various  paffions  you  accomplilh*d  fliiney 
**  Your 4ooks  expreffive  fpeak  the  cx)ming  line, 
**  Ador'd  while  living,  with  applaufe  you  die  ^ 
^  Each  judge  beholds  you  with  a  Jaffier's  eye,*** 
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LETTER       XXVI. 

April  24,  17^-, 

AS  the  conclufion  of  my  laft  letter  was 
rather  prolix,  I  Hiall  enter  on  my  flory 
again,  without  any  preamble  to  this. — It  will 
foon  be  feen  that  the  apprehenfions  I  enter- 
tained relative  to  my  fituation  at  the  theatre 
were  realized ;  and  that  the  greateft  error  I 
had  ever  committed  was  the  rejeding  Mr. 
Garrick's  offer.  The  next  day  I  was  inform- 
ed that  the  Lord-Mayor  had  permitted  Mr. 
Sheridan  to  open  the  theatre  ;  but  he  was  not 
allowed  to  perform  till  his  trial  with  the  per- 
fons  who  caufed  the  riot  was  decided. 

I  am  now  about  to  mention  an  incident  in 
my  life,  which  relates  toperfons  who  have  made 
a  very  confpicuous  figure  in  the  great  world. 
As. I  was  returning  one  day  from  rehearfal,  at 
the  bottom  of  Britain-Street,  I  heard  the  voice 
ofdiftrefs.  Yielding  to  an  impulfe  of  humanity, 
I  overleaped  the  bounds  of  good  breeding,  and 
entered  the  houfe  from  whence  it  proceeded. 
When  I  had  done  this,  led  by  an  irrefiHible  at- 
tradlion,  I  entered  without  ceremony  the  par- 
lour, the  door  of  which  appeared  to  be  guarded 
by  perfons  not  at  all  fuited  to  thofe  within.  I 
here  foufid  a  woman  of  a  mod  elegant  figure, 
furrounded  by  four  beautiful  girls,  and  a  fweet 
boy  of  about  three  years  of  age.  After  making 
thenecefiary  apologies  for  my  abrupt  intrufion, 
I  informed  the  lady,  that  as  the  lamentions  of 
her  little  family  had  reached  my  ears  as  Ipaffed 

by. 
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by,  I  had  taken  the  liberty  of  a  neighbour  to 
inquire  if  I  could  render  her  any  fervice. 

Mrs.  Gunning,  for  that  was  the  lady's  name, 
arofe  immediately  from  her  feat,  and  calling 
me  by  my  name,  thanked  me  for  the  offer 
of  my  affifbance,  complimenting  me  at  the 
fame  time,  upon  pofleffmgfuch  humane  fen- 
fations.  She  then  informed  me,  that  having 
lived  beyond  their  income,  her  hufband  had 
been  obliged  to  retire  into  the  country,  to 
avoid  the  difagreeable  confequences  that  muft 
enfue.  That  llie  had  been  in  hopes  that  her 
brother.  Lord  Mayo,  liftening  to  thedidlates 
of  fraternal  affedion,  would  not  fuffer  a  filler 
and  her  family  to  be  reduced  to  diftrefs  -,  but 
that  his  Lordfhip  remained  inflexible  to  her 
repeated  folicitations.  The  ill-looking  men,  I 
now  found,  had  entered  the  houfe  by  virtue 
of  an  execution,  and  w^ere  preparing  to  turn 
her  and  her  children  out  of  doors. 

Upon  this,  Mrs.  Gunning  and  myfelf  went 
up  ftairs  to  confult  what  was  beft  to  be  done 
in  fo  difagreeable  a  predicament.  We  there 
determined  that  I  lliould  return  home,  ana 
fend  my  man-fervant,  who  was  to  wait  under 
the  window  of  the  drawing-room,  in  the 
evening,  and  bring  to  my  houfe  every  thing 
that  c«uld  be  thrown  to  him.  It  was  further 
agreed,  that  as  my  mother  and  I  had  more 
room  than  we  could  conveniently  occupy,  the 
children  and  their  fervant  fhould  remain  with 
us,  whilil  (he  went  to  her  hufband  to  affift  him 
in  fettling  his  affairs.    The  whole  of  our  plan 

being 
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being  carried  into  execution,  Mifs  Burke, 
Mrs.  Gunning's  filler,  a  lady  of  exemplary- 
piety,  who  had  pafTed  her  probation  in  the 
community  of  Channel-Row,  fent  fhortly  after 
for  the  two  youngeft  girls,  and  the  two  eld  eft 
were  permitted,  to  my  great  pleafure,  to  re- 
main at  our  houfe.  As  the  beauty  of  thefe 
ladies  has  fince  made  fo  much  noife  in  the 
world,  and  has  been  fo  recently  imprinted  on 
the  memory  of  every  rank,  it  will  be  unne- 
cefTary  here  to  give  a  defcription  of  them. 
I  fhall,  therefore,  only  obferve,  that  the  eldeft, 
Maria,  the  late  Countefs  of  Coventry,  was  all 
life  and  fpirits  ;  and  that  Mifs  Betty,  the 
younger,  now  Dutchefs  of  Argyll,  &c.  &c. 
with  a  longer  train  of  noble  titles  than  perhaps 
ever  woman  enjoyed  before  her^  was  more 
refei-ved  and  folid. 

Here  let  me  flop  to  bellow  a  remark 
once  more  on  the  ftrange  vicilTitudes  of  thi5 
fublunary  ftate  I  Innumerable  are  the  inftan- 
ccs  to  be  found  in  hiftory,  and  many  hap- 
pen within  our  own  obfervation,  of  the  rife 
and  fall  of  families.  Some  we  fee,  whofe 
honours  and  affluence  appear  to  be  founded 
on  fo  broad  and  permanent  a  bafis,  that  nei- 
their  time  nor  accident  can  afi'edt  them ;  and 
yet  in  a  few  Ihort  years,  undermined  by  un- 
forefeen  and  unavoidable  events,  they  dif- 
folve  away,  and,  like  *^  the  bafelefs  fabrick 
*^  of  a  vifion,  leave  not  a  rack  behind." 
Whilft  others,  from  being  environed   with 

diftrefs; 
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diftrefs ;  apprehenfive  of  the  approach  of 
penury :  and  nearly  a  prey  to  defpair  j 
through  incidents  equally  unaccountable  and 
fudden,  the  darkfome  clouds  all  cleared 
away,  find  themfelves  exalted  to  a  ftate  of 
fplendour,  with  the  hopes  of  which  the  rnoft 
luxuriant  fallies  of  their  invagination  could 
not  have  flattered  them.  Permit  me  to  detain 
you  a  moment  longer,  whilft  I  juft  add,  by 
way  of  illuftration,  that  the  very  Jirft  page  of 
hiftory  prefents  us  with  a  memorable  inftance 
of  the  inftability  of  human  happinefs  in  the 
fate  of  the  firft  created  pair.  From  the  never- 
ceafing  and  inexprefnble  joys  of  paradife, 
where  every  wifh  was  anticipated,  and  plea- 
fures,  real  and  lading,  grew  fpontaneou fly,  did 
our  great  progenitors  find  themfelves  driven 
into  aworld  of  care,  affli6lion,  and  uncertainty, 
there  to  earn,  by  a  life  of  labour  and  toil,  a 
precarious  fubfiilence.  What  a  heart-rending 
ceverfe  to  this  once  happy  pair  ! 

Thisfeafon  Mr.  Woodward^  ana6borofthe 
Ifirfl  merit  in  comedy,  came  to  Dublin,  and 
joined  our  company.  About  the  fame  time 
Mr.  Foote  arrived  to  give  lea^  as  he  termed  his 
exhibition,  which  confifled  of  mimickry, 
wherein  he  imitated  or  took  off  the  voice  and 
-manner  of  moft  of  the  performers  in  England 
•and  Ireland.  I  never  could  find  out  what 
analogy  there  was  between  tea  and  the  talent 
X){mmuby,  But  as  our  modern  i\riflophanes 
was,  undoubtedly^  a  man  of  learning,  as  well 

as 
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as  of  wit  and  humour,  there  mufl  be  2.  propriety 
in  his  adopting  the  apellation,  though  it  lies 
beyond  the  reach  of  my  weak  intelle6ls. 

Mr.  Sheridan  being  now  permitted  again 
to  tread  the  ftage,  fome  of  the  apprehenfions 
which  had  been  the  caufe  of  my  uneafinefs 
began  to  be  realized.  He  played,  as  I  had 
apprehended,  the  charadter  of  Antony.  But, 
oh  1  what  a  falling  off  was  here  !  Inftead  of 
the  filver 'toned  voice  and  bewitching  figure  of 
a  Barry,  which  ufed  to  enchant  the  audience, 
formality  and  monotonous  declamation  pre- 
fented  itfelf.  The  difference  was  too  confpi- 
cuous  to  efcape  the  obfervation  of  the  public. 
And  every  one  regretted  the  lofs  of  his  great 
powers  in  the  part  of  Ventidius,  wherein,  as  I 
have  before  obferved,  he  was  truly  capital  ; 
as  indeed  he  was  in  all  Jententious  characters. 
To  render,  however,  the  piece  as  pleafing  as 
poiTible,  a  dance  of  gladiators  was  introduced, 
as  an  entertainment  to  the  enamoured  queen. 
To  add  to  my  diftrefs  during  my  performing 
the  part  of  Cleopatra,  Mrs.  Kennedy  happen- 
ing unfortunately  to  have  a  ragged  tail  to  her 
clrefs,  pulled  upon  the  ftage  after  her  the  half 
of  a  kettle  drum.  Alarmed  at  hearing  fo  un- 
common a  noife,  I  turned  about,  whilitin  the 
warmth  of  my  inquiry  after  my  much-loved 
hero,  and  feeing  the  droll  circumftance  that 
occafioned  it,  I  could  not  refrain  from  burft- 
ing  into  a  loud  fit  of  laughter,  in  which  the 
audience  joined  me.  Nor  could  I  compofe 
i.-  my 
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my  countenance  till  the  afp  had  finifhed  my 
night's  duty. 

As  there  was  foon  an  elTential  difference  in 
the  receipts  of  the  houie  from  what  they  had 
been  during  the  lad  feafon,  I  wasdefiredby  the 
manager  to  give  orders  to  all  the  young  ladies 
of  my  acquaix^tance  that  would  condefcend 
to  accept  of  them.  In  confequence  of  this 
defire,  fcarcely  a  night  palTed  on  which  I  did 
not  grant  an  introduftion  to  feveral  with  whom 
I  had  formed  an  intimacy  at  Mrs.  Kendall's 
aflembly,  as  well  as  my  two  lovely  vifitants. 

Mr.  Woodward  being  attacked  by  Foote  in 
his  humourous  exhibition,  got  up,  in  his  de- 
fence, a  piece,  which  he  termed  "  Tit  for 
*'  Tat,  or  a  Difh  of  Chocolate."  This  was 
attended  with  fuchfuccefs,  that  his  rival,  being 
defeated  at  his  ov/n  weapons,  left  the  field  to 
his  opponent,  and  precipitately  retired  to  the 
Haymarket-Theatre.  When  the  benefits  com- 
menced, Mr.  Woodward,  exclufive  of  his 
agreement  v;ith  the  manager,  received  ten  gui- 
neas a  night  from  each  performer,  at  whofc 
benefit  the  piece  juft  mentioned  was  a6ted. 

When  I  firft  miade  my  appearance  at  Co- 
vent-Garden-Theatre,  this  gentleman  had  fo- 
iicited  my  hand.  A  refufal  being  given,  we 
were  not,  from  that  tim.e,  on  the  beil  terms. 
Refentmentj  hov/ever,  giving  way  to  intereft, 
he  v/as  very  happy  to  have  a  tolerable  a-fiirefs 
perform  with  him.  The  Carelefs  Huihand 
was  revived.     His  Lord  Foppington  was,  as 

Vol.  I.  I  ufual. 
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ufual,  juflly  admired.  Nor  did  I  fail  of  ap- 
plaufe  in  Lady  Betty  Modifh.  I  wilh  I  could 
fay  as  much  of  the  manager.  He  played  the 
chara61:er  of  Sir  Charles  Eafy ;  but  it  would,  I 
think,  have  been  more  a-propos^  if  thefyllable 
un  had  been  prefixed  to  the  laft  word,  and  the 
baronet's  name  had  been  Sir  Charles  t/;?eafy  ^ 
fo  aukwardly  did  the  part  fit  on  the  performer 
of  it.  The  chara6i:ers  of  this  play  were  drelTed, 
by  direction  of  Mr.  Sheridan,  in  the  mianii- 
fa6lory  of  Ireland,  which  he  judiciouily 
thought,  would  increafe  at  once  his  popularity 
and  receipts. 

The  feafon  drawing  to  a  conclufion,  my 
mother,  at  my  requeft,  determined  to  return 
to  England.  And  this  refolution  was  accele- 
rated by  the  treafurer  of  the  theatre  bringing 
in  my  account,  with  a  charge  o^ /even ty -Jive 
founds  for  orders.  As  it  was  at  the  exprefs  defire 
of  the  manager,  that  thefe  orders  were  iflued, 
I  could  by  no  means  admit  of  fiKrh  an  impo- 
fition.  Adifpute  confequently  enfued  between 
Mr.  Sheridan  and  myfelf,  when  I  abfolutely 
refufed  to  play  any  more.  Mr.  Vi6tor  die 
treafurer,  however,  came  to  me  the  next  day, 
with  the  balance  of  my  account,  offering  to 
pay  me  the  whole  lum,  if  I  would  enter  into 
a  freih  engagement.  But  the  illiberal  treat- 
ment I  received  upon  this  occafion  from  the 
manager  would  have  induced  me  to  withhold 
my  confent,  had  not  the  reafons  alleged  added 
their  weight  to  fix  me  in  the  performance  of 
my  refolution.  Before 
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Before  my  departure,  I  took  leave  of  all  my 
acquaintance.     A  painful  taflc  to  afufceptible 
mind!-  Mrs.  O'HaraprefTed  me  to  her  bofom 
with  the  moil  afFeftionate  warmth  j  and  we 
did  not  part  without  many  tears.   My  dear  and 
honoured  patronefs,  together  with  her  much- 
loved  daughter,   fhewed  the  tendered  concern 
at  lofing  me;  and  the  pain  I  felt  upon  the  oc- 
cafion  was  equal  to  their  own.  They,  as  well 
as  my  aunt,  made  me  fome  confiderable  pre- 
fents.     The  feparation  from  fuch  invaluable 
friends,  for  fuch  they  were  in  the  flri6teft  fenfe 
of  the  word,  would  not  have  been  fo  pungent, 
had  there  been  a  probability  of  my  feeing  either 
my  aunt   or  Mrs.  Butler  again.     From  the 
age  and  infirmities  of  the  former  it  v/as  not  to 
be  expedled.     And  the   illnefs  of  the  latter, 
though iingeiing,  was  pronounced  to  be  fatal. 
One  inducement  forhafteningour  departure 
was,  that  Lord  Tyrawley  was  returned  fronti 
hisembaflyatRuffia,  and  was  coming  to  Dublin 
to  pay  the  lafl:  duties  to  his  filler,  Mrs.  O'Hara. 
My  mother  feemed  to  regret  nothing  fo  much 
as  leaving  Mr.  Crump  ;  for  whom,  from  the 
intimacy  that  had  fubfilted  between  them,  (he 
entertained  great  refped.  Upon  our  return,  that 
gentleman  advifed  her  to  lay  out  what  m.oney 
riie  had  faved,  which  was  no  inconfiderable 
fum,  in  Irifh  linens.    This  ihe  did,  and  found 
it  turn  out  to  advantage. 

Thefricndfliip  I  had  entertained  for  my  two 

lovely  vifitors  was  nov/  increafed  to  the  ten- 

I  'i  dereft 
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dereft  affedion.  If  there  was  any  difference, 
it  v/as  in  favour  of  the  elder,  whofe  difpofition 
more  nearly  refembled  my  own  ;  and  from 
whom  I  felt  it  the  moft  painful  to  part.  This 
partiality  created  no  littlejealoufy  inthebofoni 
of  Mifs  Butler,  who  claimed  the  firfl  place  in 
my  heart,  from  the  priority  of  our  acquaint- 
ance. And  to  an  indifferent  perfon,  the  letters 
I  received  from  her,  upon  that  occafion, 
would  appear  to  have  been  dictated  by  the 
green-eyed  monfler  himfelf.  But  that  young 
lady  was  foon  convinced  of  the  permanency 
of  my  attachment  to  her.  And  though  I  have 
not  had  the  pleafure  of  feeing  her  for  many 
years,  it  ftill  continues  unabated. 

G,A.  B. 


LETTER       XXVir. 

April   29,    17 — . 

COULD  not  leave  a  kingdom  where  I 
had  met  with  fo  favourable  a  reception 
in  public  -,  where  I  had  received  fo  many 
civilities  from  perfons  of  the  higheft  rank; 
and  v/here  I  was  honoured  with  the  friend fhip 
offome  of  the  moft  amiable  of  m.y  own  fex  ; 
without  yielding  to  the  whifpers  of  gratitude, 
and  returning  back  one  tributarv  fio-h.  But 
fuch  a  variety  of  circuiraftanceshavingrendered 
a  longer  abode  in  Ireland  difagreeable.  I 
own  it  was  not  without  great  fatisfadlion,  that 
I  found  myfelf  once  more  in  England. 

Upon 
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Upon  our  arrival  in  L^ondon  my  mother 
wrote  to  Mr.  Garrick,  informing  him  of  ir. 
Happening  to  be  in  town,  he  immediately 
fent  to  us,  requefting  we  would  dine  with 
him  that  day.  He  had  at  that  time  apart- 
ments in  King-Street,  Covent-Garden,  and 
we  had  hired  lodgings  in  Southampton- 
Street.  He  received  us  with  that  checrful- 
nefs  and  civility  which  conftituted  a  part  of 
his  chara6ler.  During  our  vifit  we  laughed 
over  many  incidents  which  had  happened 
v/hilft  we  were  together  in  Ireland ;  parti- 
cularly, the  confequential  prefent  he  had 
received  from  my  dear  friend  Mrs.  Butler. 
And  he  much  regretted,  that  it  was  not  in  his 
power,  from  the  prefent  fituation  of  his  com.- 
pany,  to  admit  me  into  it;  Mrs.  Gibber,  Mrs. 
Clive,  and  Mrs.  Pritchard,  engroinng  all  the 
principal  chara6lers.  At  parting  he  requcfted, 
that  nothing  might  inter rupr  the  harmony  much. 
then  fubfiiled  between  us.  As  I  had  not  then 
heard  of  the  declaration  he  had  made,  relative 
to  his  never  engaging  me  upon  any  terms, 
as  before  mentioned,  I  promifed  to  continue 
on  a  friendly  footing  with  him. 

I  inquired  after  my  valued  friend  Mr.  Quin, 
and  was  informed  that  he  was  at  Bath,  to 
which  place  he  ufually  retired  during  the  re- 
cefs.  As  foon  as  Mr.  Rich  heard  of  our 
return,  he  fent  Mr.  Bencraft,  a  performer  for 
v/hom  he  had  a  particular  friendfhip,  and 
who  therefore  refided  with  him,  to  give  us 
I  3  an 
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an  invitation  to  pay  him  a  vifit  at  Cowley, 
where  he  then  was.  As  I  was  very  defirous 
to  fee  the  fv/eet  fpot,  of  the  beauties  of  which 
I  had  heard  fo  much  talk,  I  did  not  hefitate, 
for  my  own  part,  to  become  his  gueil;  but 
was  prevented,  for  the  prefent,  by  an  engage- 
ment of  my  mother's. 

Thisplace,  which  wasthefummer  refidence 
of  Mr.  Rich,  and  to  which  he  was  making 
very  confiderable  improvements,  formerly  be- 
longed to  the  v/ell  known  Mrs.  Montford,  nov/ 
Mrs.  Vanbruggen,  wife  to  the  promJfing  a6lor 
of  that  namie,  who  was  unfortunately  murdered 
as  he  was  efcorting  the  celebrated  Mrs  Brace- 
girdle  home  from  the  theatre.  On  Mrs. 
Montford  was  the  juftiy  celebrated  and  well- 
known  ballad  of  Black-eyed  Sufan  written 
by  Mr.  Gay.  Lord  Berkeley's  partiality  for 
this  lady  induced  him  to  leave  her  at  his 
Tieccaie  rnrec  in-jn-^ncu  pounas  a  ysar,  uu 
condition  that  fhe  never  married.  His 
I^ordfnip  likewife  purchafed  Cowley  for  her, 
and  ihe  befides  received  from  him,  at  tim.es, 
very  confiderable  fums.  After  this  rae  fell 
in  love  with  that  very  capital  adorMr.  Booth, 
but  the  defire  of  retaining  her  annuity  pre- 
.vented  her  from  beingjoined  in  the  bands  of 
wedlock  v/ith  the  lover  whom  fh-C  preferred 
to  numbers  that  v/ere  candidates  for  her  fa- 
vour. This  confideration  obftrufting,  the 
ufiion  could  not  take  place,  and  Mr.  Booth 
foon  found  another  mate. 

Mrs. 
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Mrs.  Vanbrnggen  had  contra6led  an  inti- 
macy with  Mils  Santlow,  a  lady  celebrated  as 
a  dancer,  and  efteemed  a  tolerable  a(5trefs. 
She  was  the  declared  favourite  of  Secretary 
Craggs,  through  whofe  liberality  fhe  became 
poirelTedof  a  fortune  fufficient  to  enable  her 
to  live  independent  of  the  ftage.  What  Mrs. 
Vanbruggen  could  not  effe6l,  Mifs  Santlow 
did.  Mr.  Booth,  transferring  his  attention 
from  the  former  to  the  latter,  foon  obtained 
poirefiion  both  of  her  perfon  and  fortune.  Mrs. 
Vanbruggen  no  fooner  heard  of  the  perfidy  of 
her  lover,  and  the  ingratitude  of  her  friend, 
than  Ihe  gave  v/ay  to  a  defperation  that  de- 
prived her  of  her  fenfes.  In  this  fituation  llae 
was  brought  from  Cowley  to  London,  that 
the  beft  advice  might  be  procured  for  her. 

As  during  the  moft  violent  paroxyfms  of 
her  diforder  fhe  was  not  outrageous,  and  now 
and  then  a  ray  of  reafon  beamed  through  the 
cloud  that  overfhadowed  her  intelleds,  flie 
was  not  placed  under  any  rigorous  confinement, 
but  fuffered  to  go  about  the  houfe.  One 
day,  during  a  lucid  interval,  fhe  afked  her  at- 
tendant what  play  was  to  be  performed  that 
evening  ?  and  was  told,  that  it  was  Hamlet. 
In  this  piece,  whild  flie  had  been  on  the  fliage, 
fhe  had  always  met  vv^ith  great  applaufe  in  the 
charadter  of  Ophelia.  The  recolledlion  ftruck 
her  ;  and  with  that  cunning  which  is  ulually 
allied  to  infanity,  flie  found  means  to  elude 
the  care  of  her  fervants,  and  got  to  the  theatre;. 
1  4  where 
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where  concealing herfelf  till  thefcene  in  which 
Ophelia  was  to  make  her  appearance  in  her 
in  fane  fcate,flie  pufhed  on  the  ilage  before  her 
rival,  who  played  the  character  that  night,  and 
exhibited  a  far  more  perfe6l  reprefentation  of 
madntfs  than  the  utmofl:  exertions  of  mimic 
art  could  do.  She  was,  in  truth,  Ophelia 
herfelf,  to  the  amazement  of  the  performers, 
as  well  as  of  the  audience.  Nature  having 
made  this  laji  effort,  her  vital  powers  failed 
her.  On  her  going  off,  flie  prophetically  ex- 
rlaimxcd,  '^It  is  all  over  !" — And,  indeed,  that 
was  foon  the  cafe,  for  as  llie  was  conveying 
home  (to  m.ake  ufe  of  the  concluding  lines  of 
another  fweet  ballad  of  Gay's  wherein  her 
fate  is  fo  truly  defcribed)  '^  She  like  a  lily 
drooping,  then  bowed  her  head  and  died  *." 

I  heard  the  foregoing  incidc^it  related  by 
Colley  Cibber,  at  Lord  Tyravvlcy's,  during 
our  refidence  at  Bulliy,  to  which  place  he 
frequently  came.  But  T.  have  not  repeated  it 
in  a  manner  diat  pieafes  me.  My  language 
will  not  reach  my  conceptions,  nor  my  con- 
ceptions my  fenfibility. — Oh  for  the  pen  of 
Sterne  to  retouch  it ! — But  it  cannot  be — 
I  muft  therefore  be  content  to  jogg  on  in  the 
humble  line  I  have  hitherto  done. 


*  The  reafon  that  CoUey  Cibber  has  taken  no  notice 
of  fo  remarkable  a  circiimftance  in  his  ''  Apology," 
iniiH;  be  owing  to  his  friendlliip  for  IMrs.  Booth,  who  was 
aUve  when  he  wrote  it, 

I  need 
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I  need  not  add,  that  fuch  a  moving  cataf- 
trophe  mufl  naturally  affect  a  nnind  lb  fufcep- 
tible  of  the  tender  pafilons  as  mine,  and  make 
m.e  wifh  to  fee  the  refidence  oi  the  fair  Unfor- 
tunate^  whenever  an  opporainity  offered.  My 
mother,  however,  having  an otlier  engagement 
upon  her  hands,  I  was  obliged  to  fupprefs  my 
curiofity  till  the  latter  end  of  the  fummer. 

A  nephew  of  her's,  a  Mr.  Crawford,  an  at- 
torney, had  lately  married  the  widow  Silvef- 
tcr,  who  was  poffeffed  of  a  very  large  fortune. 
From  him  fhe  received  a  preiTmg  invitation 
to  pafs  fome  time  with  them  at  Watford,  in 
Hertfordlhire.  As  this  was  near  the  abode 
of  my  dear  Mifs  St.  Leger,  who  refided  with 
her  uncle,  Lord  Doneraile,  at  the  Grove, 
near  Cafliioberry-Park,  the  feat  of  the  Earl 
of  Effex,  I  more  readily  agreed  to  attend  my 
mother,  and  poftpone  the  acceptance  of  Mr. 
Pvich's  invitation. 

It  will  here  be  neceffary  to  give  adefcription 
of  my  coufin  Crawford,  as  I  ihall  too  often 
have  occafion  to  introduce  him  in  the  fubfe- 
quent  pages.  He  was  a  fhort  fat  man,  as  to  his 
ftature,  with  a  tolerable  good  face.  So  much 
for  his  perfon.  As  to  his  mind,  it  was  not  more 
correfpondent  to  the  rules  of  beauty.  He  was 
endowed  with  great  cunning,  vainly  fond  of 
being  efleemed  a  wit,  and  profufe  to  a  degree. 
His  mother  was  that  ftepiifter  of  my  mother, 
who,  as  I  have  before  related,  lived  with  Mrs. 
Godfrey,  and  through  the  munificence  of  that 
I  5  lady 
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lady  had  accumulated  a  confiderable  fortune. 
This  induced  Mr.  Crawford;,  an  eminent  attor- 
ney, in  partnerihip  with  Mr.  Greenhill  of  the 
Temple,  to  folicit  her  hand  in  marriage,  which 
ihe  gave  him.  It  was  not  long,  however, 
before  Ihe  was  left  a  widow  with  this  fon, 
about  three  years  of  age,  and  a  very  confider- 
able addition  to  her  fortune. 

All  her  happinefs  now  centered  in  her 
fon.  She  carried  her  fondnefs  for  him  to 
the  greateft  extreme.  He  was  never  contra- 
dicfled  in  the  mofl:  unreafonable  of  his  de- 
mands, and  confequently  was  fpoiled.  When 
he  arrived  at  a  proper  age,  he  was  indentured 
to  his  late  father's  partner,  Mr.  Greenhill, 
on  condition  that  at  the  expiration  of  his 
clerkfhip  he  v/as  to  tranfa6t,  on  his  own  ac- 
count, all  the  common  law  bufinefs.  To 
this  he  of  courfe  fucceeded,  and  whether 
from  the  wretches  he  affociated  with  during 
his  pradice,  or  from  the  principles  inflilled 
into  him  by  nature,  I  will  not  pretend  to  fay  ; 
but  under  a  fpecious  appearance  of  good 
nature  and  honefty,  he  polfelTed  all  the  chi- 
canery of  Jonathan  Wild.  Flis  eara  Jfoja 
whom  he  had  married  for  her  fortune,  not- 
withftanding  he  had  a  very  confiderable  one 
of  his  own,  was  old  enough  to  be  his  mo- 
ther. Nature  had  not  been  very  liberal  ta 
her,  either  in  the  charms  of  her  perfon  or 
mind.  And  even  what  little  underftandinoj- 
Ihe  was  blelfed  with  was  totally  clouded  hj 
I  a- flu- 
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a  ftiipefadion  arifing  from  I  will  not  fay- 
what.  Whatever  it  was>  her  hufband  took 
eare  that  it  fhould  not  fail  of  a  fupply,  to  pre- 
vent certain  remonftrances,  ufuaily  termed 
curtain  Icdliires,  which  were  the  confequence 
of  his  own  frailties. 

With  perfbns  of  this  caftj,  to  be  obliged  to 
aflbciate  for  fix  weeks  or  two  months,  agree« 
able  to  a  promife  made  by  my  mother,  you 
may  be  affured  was  not  a  little  mortifying  to- 
your  humble  /ervant.  And  it  would  have 
been  much  more  fo,  had  it  not  been  for  the 
freqiient  vifits  I  made  to  the  Grove,  and  the 
walks  I  took  in  the  delightful  park  belonging 
to  the  Earl  of  ElTeXv  which  lay  contiguous  to* 
my  coufin's  houfe.  To  Mifs  St.  Leger  was  I 
iikewife  indebted  for  another  fource  of  com-- 
jfbrt  and  amufement,  who  lent  me  books  from 
J^ord  Doneraile's  library. 

Mr.  Crawford's  table  was  well  ferved  ;  to 
which,  as  he  kept  a  pack  of  fox-hounds,  and  a 
good  ftud  of  hunters  for  the  ufe  of  himfelf  and 
friends,  there  vrds  ufuaily  no  want  of  coun-^ 
try  gentlemen  who  delighted  in  that  Iport, 
From  things  being  thus  fituated^^  it  is  not  to 
be  fuppofed  that,  with  my  tafte  for  reading, 
and  other  kind  of  company,  I  ftaid  much  at 
home  ;  efpecially  as  it  was  foon  rendered 
more  difagreeable  by  the  addition  of  a  fon 
and  heir  to  this  worthy  family,  wha  came  to 
inherit  his  father^s  virtues,  and  his  mother's 
great  qualificatiom*  The  attention  of  mj  good 
I  6  parent 
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parent  being  totally  engaged  by  her  amiable 
niece,  and  the  new  relation  fhe  had  juft  pre- 
fented  her  with;  her  nephew  took  this  op^ 
portunity  to  fet  out  for  I^ondon,  to  regale 
himfelf  with  his  friends  the  fheriffs  officers, 
and  ladies  of  eafy  virtue. 

One  day,  as  I  fat  reading  Dryden's  Virgil^ 
on  a  bench  in  Lord  Eflex's  park,  an  old  gen- 
tleman came  and  feated  himfelf  by  m.e^ 
After  fitting  a  little  while,  he  aflced  me  the 
fubjedl  of  my  lludies  ?  Upon  my  telling 
him,  he  feemed  to  be  furprifed  that  a  girl  of 
my  age  fhould  have  either  tafte  or  erudi- 
tion enough  to  underiland  works  of  that 
kind.  Piqued  at  this  fuppofition,  I  under- 
took to  vindicate  my  lex  from  the  want  of 
knowledge  in  literature  generally  imputed 
to  them.  I  told  him  there  would  not  be  the 
lead  room  for  fuch  a  reflexion,  did  not  the 
lords  of  the  creation  take  care  that  we  fhould 
not  eclipfe  them  in  this  refpedt.  The  old 
gentleman  then  faid,  *'  As  that  is  your 
'^  opinion,  I  Rippofe  you  would  have  a  /d"- 
"  male  parliament."'  To  which  I  replied, 
*^  I  do  not  know  that  the  prefent  is  much 
*^  better,  for  1  do  not  hear  of  any  thing 
*'  that  is  done  among  them,  but  fcolding  like 
**  old  wemen.*^ 

This  threw  my  new  com^panion  into  a 
violent  fit  of  laughter,  from  which  when  he 
was  recovered,  he  was  pleafed  to  fay,  "  that 
**  if  ever    he    fhould    have  a  daughter,  he 

*<  hoped 
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*^  hoped  it  would  bejuft  fuchaoneas  me." 
Then  pulling  out  his  watch  he  continued, 
<f  I  am  forry  to  leave  you,  Mifs,  but  I  muft 
^^  go  to  dinner,  which  I  do  not  think  I  fhall 
**  like,  as  the  relation  I  am  come  to  fee  is 
"  gone  to  London,  and  the  good  woman  in 
^^  the  ilraw."  Concluding  from  thefe  cir- 
cumftances  that  the  old  gentleman  was  come 
to  fee  my  coufin,  I  informed  him  that  I  was 
upon  a  vifit  at  the  fame  houfe  ;  and  as  it  v/as 
near  three  o'clock,  I  got  up,  when  he  did,  to 
return  home. 

As  we  walked  along  together,  he  afked 
me  fome  queftions  relative  to  the  charadler 
and  circumftances  of  Mr.  Crawford.  I  can- 
didly imparted  to  him  my  fentiments  on 
the  fubjed;  and  though  I  was  then  unac- 
quainted with  my  relation's  want  of  princi- 
ple, I  could  obferve  that  the  character  I  gave 
him  did  not  feem  to  make  a  very  favourable 
impreflion  on  my  companion.  Juft  as  we 
arrived  at  the  door,  he  defired  I  would  inform 
Mrs.  Crawford,  that  Mr.  Sykes  would  be 
glad  to  wifh  her  joy  of  her  fon.  On  hearing 
the  name  of  Sykes,  1  could  not  have  been 
more  terrified  had  his  his  brother-in-law.  Cap- 
tain Bellamy,  my  mother's  hufband,  unfhroud- 
ed  himfelf,  and  flood  before  me."  I  was  jufb 
compofed  enough  to  ftammer  out,  "  I  will, 
Sir;"  and  then  I  hailily  entered  the  houfe. 

Having  informed   Mrs.   Crawford    of  the 
name  of  her  vifitor,  as  he  had  requeikd,  I 

ran 
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ran  to  acquaint  my  mother  with  it  alfo ;  who 
was  as  much  alarmed  as  myfelf.  But  as  it 
had  dropped  in  the  courfe  of  converfation 
that  he  was  to  return  to  London,  upon  fome 
very  particular  bufmefs,  the  next  morning,  we 
thought  it  mioft  prudent  for  her  not  to  appear 
during  that  day.  And  this  was  no  injudicious 
determination ;  as  I  found  the  old  gentleman 
did  not  feem  to  have  the  moft  favourable  opi- 
nion of  our  fex,  and  if  provoked,  as  he  pro- 
bably might  have  been  with  her,  would  not 
have  flopped  ihort  of  brutality.  Had  there- 
fore my  mother  fallen  in  his  way,  he  might 
have  revenged,  in  too  rough  a  manner,  her 
impofition  on  his  brother- in4aw,  Captaia 
Bellamy. 

As  it  was  now  too  late  to  expe6t  the  m after 
of  the  family  home  that  day,  I  endeavoured 
to  entertain  my  companion  as  well  as  I  could 
during  the  evening.  I  couki  not  help  thinking 
that  he  feemed  to  eye  me  at  times  with  a  glance 
of  pity  and  fufpicion.  The  fequel  will  verify 
the  obfervation  of  Shakfpere,  "  That  the  thief 
*^  fufpedls  each  bufh  an  officer."  He  however, 
•upon  the  whole,  appeared  to  be  pleafed  with 
my  company,  and  when  we  feparated  paid  me 
many  compliments ;  and  that  with  a  plain  fin- 
cerity,  which  greatly  flattered  me.  He  fct  ofF 
early  in  the  morning.  But  in  the  evening,, 
when  he  made  his  bow  (to  ufe  a  theatrical 
expreffion)  he  left  me  a  token  of  hisgenerofity> 

opulence. 
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opulence,  and  liberality,  for  the  little  gentle- 
man who  had  jnft  entered  upon  the  ftage  of 
life,  with  a  defire  that  I  would  (land  godmother. 
I  fear  this  narrative  part  of  my  hiftory  will 
not  prove  entertaining  to  you ;  but  as  many 
other  circumftances,  yet  to  be  related,  are  de- 
pendent upon  it,  I  find  it  neceflary  to  in- 
fert  thefe.     I  will,  however,  cut  it  as  fhort 


as  pofiible. 
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LETTER         XXVIII. 

May  4,  17—, 

WHEN  my  fat  coufin  returned,  he 
brought  with  him  a  train  of  jolly 
companions  to  hunt  the  next  day.  As  foon 
as  I  fell  in  his  way,  he  accofted  me  with 
faying,  "  Well,  Mifs  !  I  have  blown  you. 
*^  The  old  codger  was  very  inquifitive,  when 
•^  I  met  him  ;  yet,  notwithftanding,  he  likes 
*'  you.  But'' — Here  I  flopped  him,  as  I 
was  apprehenfive  of  a  flroke  of  what  he 
termicd  wit,  at  the  expence  of  my  mother. 
She  luckily  was  not  prefent,  or  moll  certainly 
flie  would  not  have  kept  within  the  bounds  of 
good  manners,  had  her  nephew  popped  out 
what  was  upon  his  tongue.  In  a  fhort  time 
he  refumed  the  converfation  3  telling  me  he 

was 
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was  forry  that  old  Square-toes  was  obliged,  hj 
the  failure  of  a  houfe  at  Antwerp,  to  go  out  of 
'town  immediately  J  "  otherwife,  whoknowsy'^* 
faid  he,  "  but  that  by  the  help  of  your  tongue 
"  and  my  cellar,  we  may  have  taken  him  in !  *' 

A  blufh  threw  its  crimfon  veil  over  my 
face  as  he  faid  this.  Upon  obferving  which, 
he  recolleded  himfelf,  and  thus  continued  : 
•*  Nay,  don't  blulh,  I  only  meant  that  we 
^^  would  have  tried  to  get  him  to  make  a  will 
"  in  our  favour,  "  I  dwell  the  longer  on  this 
converfation,  which  I  give  verhatiniy  as  it 
will  furnifh  you  with  fome  infight  into  the 
chara61:er  of  my  upright  coufin,  and  prepare 
your  mind  for  an  event  which  happened 
ibme  years  after.  Though  I  had  taken  a 
diflike  to  my  relation  as  a  man,  yet  he  m^ight 
be,  for  aught  I  know,  what  is  ufually  deno- 
minated a  good  attorney.  The  meaning  of 
which  I  take  to  be,  that  he  kept  within  the 
'limits  of  the  law,  and  was  as  honefi  as  his 
profefTion  would  allow  him  to  be.  As  this 
does  not  require  any  great  delicacy  of  fenti- 
ment,  and  I  confider  people  as  accouniable 
for  no  more  than  they  know,  I  contented  my- 
felf  with  defpifing  him  in  filence. 

I  never  wifh  to  catl  undue  reflexions  on 
any  profefTion,  but  it  feems  to  be  the  general 
opinion,  that  there  are,  comparatively,  very 
few  men  di  real  integrity  in  that  branch  of  the 
law.     The  axiom   *^  That  what    every    ort^ 
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"  fays  mnfb  be  true,  ''  is  founded  on  realbn 
and  experience.  1  have  been  convinced  of 
the  truth  pf  it,  in  this  point,  to  my  coil. 
V/hether  this  propenfity^  to  difnonefty  arifes 
from  the  opportunities  which  fo  frequently 
prefent  themfelves  in  the  pra6lice  of  the 
law,  and  tempt  the  profeiTors  to  avail  them- 
felves of  them;  or  whether  a  turn  ofmjnd  to 
take  advantage  both  of  friend  and  foe,  of 
client  as  well  as  opponent,  be  im.bibed  by 
the  very  ftudy  of  it,  1  will  not  pretend  to 
determine.  But  fo  it  is  3  to  the  forrow  and 
coft  of  millions. 

As  I  much  wiflied  to  be  at  Mr.  Riches, 
where  I  fhould  have  the  pleafure  of  the 
company  of  my  former  intimates,  ^his  daugh- 
ters ;  company  far  more  agreeable  to  me 
than  what  I  now  enjoyed  ;  I  prevailed  on  my 
mother  to  friorten  her  vifit.  At  length  the 
willied-for  day  arrived.  Mr,  Rich  itir.i  his 
carriage,  and  we  foon  found  ourfelves  at 
Cowley.  Here  we  were  received  with  the 
greateft  cordiality  by  the  mafter  of  the  fa- 
mily, and  with  unfeigned  joy  by  the  younger 
part  of  it ;  but  with  formality  and  referve  by 
the  miftrefs  of  the  houfe.  'This  lady,  hav- 
ing been  converted  to  Method ifm,  now 
thought  of  nothing  but  praying  and  accu- 
mulating wealth  for  herfelf  and  her  fpoufe. 
For  thofe  good  people  feldom  neglect 
that    grand    concern,     however    they    may 

cenfure 


I9S  THE      LIFE      OF 

cenfure  fuch  worldly  wifdom  in  the  uncon- 
vcFted. 

Upon  the  death  of  his  firfl  wife  Mr.  Rich 
had  married  this  lady.  Her  name  before 
that  event  took  place  was  Mrs.  Stevens.  She 
had  formerly  been  bar-maid  at  Bret^s  Coffee- 
Houfe,  was  afterwards  an  a6lrefs,  but  had  been 
feveral  years  his  houfekecper.  She  was  at 
that  time  in  a  very  mediocre  fituation  in  the 
theatre.  She  had  been  the  intimate  friend 
of  Mifs  NafTau,  who  fucceeded  Mifs  Fenton, 
afterwards  Dutchefs  of  Bolton^  in  Gay's  Polly 
Peachum.  By  her  advice,  as  I  have  been 
informed,  Mifs  Nallau  put  herfelf  under  th^t 
protedion  of  the  late  earl  of  Orford,  fon  of 
the  famed  Sir  Robert  Walpole.  By  the  fur- 
ther m.anagement  of  Mrs.  Rich,  a  match  was 
brought  about  between  a  brother  of  her's, 
whofe  name  was  Wilford,  and  a  filler  of  that 
lady's.  This  v^as  infuring  Mr.  Y^o:^  a  for- 
tune, as  Lord  Orford  was  at  that  time  Auditor 
of  the  Exchequer,  and  had  numberlefs 
places  in  his  gift.  Mr.  Wilford  was  accord- 
ingly provided  for  ;  and  was  upon  a  vifit 
with  his  wife,  at  Cowley,  when  we  arrived 
there. 

We  likewife  found  there  Mrs.  Ward  from 
the  theatre  at  Edinburgh,  whom  Mr.  Rich 
had  engaged  for  the  enfuing  feafon.  She 
was  accompanied  by  a  frightful  being,  to 
whom  ihe  gave  the  title  of  hufband.     This 

lady 
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lady  had  one  of  the  nnoft  beautiful  faces  I 
ever  beheld.  But  her  figure  was  vulgar  to  a 
degree.  By  the  floop  and  nnagnitude  of  her 
fliouiders,  it  might  be  imagined  that  flie  had 
formerly  carried  milk-pails.  Her  beauty 
would  have  been  much  more  confpicuous  in 
that  line,  or  with  a  chain  and  knife  fattened 
to  her  apron-ilring,  than  in  the  characfler  of 
a  queen  or  young  princefs.  Yet,  notwith- 
ftanding  this  difTimilitude  of  appearance, 
and  being  pregnant  into  the  bargain,  it 
w^as  determined  that  fbe  fhould  debute  in 
Cordelia,  the  youngeit  daughter  of  King 
Lear. 

In  converfation  with  Mr.  Rich  upon  an 
engagement  with  me,  my  mother  informed 
him  of  the  terms  offered  me  by  Mr.  Garrick, 
through  Mr.  Delany,  the  feafon  before  lail ; 
and  as  he  miade  no  objedion  to  the  falary, 
*..^  ^: — ^.«^vvi  viitvt  liic  intention  was  to  give 
me  the  fame  fum.  When  we  returned  to 
town  the  manager  informed  me  that  he  in- 
tended Mrs.  Ward  fhould  make  her  appear- 
ance as  foon  as  poffible,  her  pregnancy  ren- 
dering fuch  a  ftep  neceffary ;  and  that  he 
confidered  me  as  a  happy  corps  de  rejerve^ 
Mrs.  Woffington,  highly  offended  at  her 
quondam  admirer,  Mr.  Garrick's  chufing  ra- 
ther to  appear  with  Mrs.  Pritchard  than  with 
her,  had  engaged  herfelfwith  Mr.  Rich  3  and 
was  to  open  the  campaign  with  her  capital 

part^ 
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partj  that  of  Sir  Harry  Wildair. — Theatrical 
revolutions  are  as  frequent,  and  owe  their 
rife  to  the  fame  principles,  as  thofe  in  the 
political  world. — Pique,  refentment,  ambition, 
or  intereft,  which  ever  motive  happens  to 
preponderate,  brings  them  about.  And  the 
arrangement  iafls  in  both  as  long  as  conve- 
nience fuits. 

G.  A.  B 
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SJMUELJOHNSONandGEORGE  STEEFENS. 

np  HIS  work  is  intended  to  fupercede  the  necef- 
-*  lity  for  any  other  Edition  whatever,  as  it  will 
be  calculated  to  gratify  every  clafs  of  Readers  The 
Puhlifher  intends  that  it  fhall  not  only  bt  the  mo/i 
perfeSf  and  beautiful  Work  that  Britain  ever  produced, 
but  alfo  the  cheapefl  \  he  huinbly  hopes  tbr  public 
Patronage,  in  proportion  to  the  merits  of  the  under- 
taking, and  he  rerpe6\fully  folicits  particular  attention 
to  the  following  circumflances. 

The  plan  is  to  print  each  Play,  fmglyy  and  entire^ 
from  the  laft  revilions  of  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson, 
and  George  Steevens,  Efq.  &c.  sN\i\\their  Cha- 
ra^ers  of  the  Pi»y,  and  the  Origin  of  the  Fable,  as 
an  introductory  Preface  to  each  Play. 

The  Plays  to  be  printed  by  MefTrs.  Frys  and 
CoucHMAM,  on  two  forts  cf  paper',  the  beft  of  which 
will  hefuperfine  writing- poft  quality^  on  a  n^w Bourgeois 
Letter,  caft  and  delicately  drcjjed  on  purpofe,  Em- 
bellifhments  for  this  (oxi  wiWcon^^ik-oi  di  chara^feriftic 
Print  repreienting  a  fpirited  likenfs  ot  i'omc favour- 
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tie  performer,  befides  an  original  Vignette  Scene  Prints, 
defigned  and  engraved  by  the  moft  eminent  Artifts  in 
London  and  Paris.  The  Plays,  thus  embellifhed  and 
executed,  will  be  fold  at  one  Jhilling  and  fixpence  each. 

The  inferior  fort  will  be  on  common  printing 
paper,  and  be  enriched  with  the  charaSleri/iic  Print 
only  \  containing,  neverthelefs,  the  fame  Letter-Prefs, 
and  printed  on  the  fame  Type — this  copy  will  be 
fold  at  the  ufual  price,  even  of  the  meaneft  Editions, 
viz.  Sixpence  each  Play. 

_      AFTERWARDS, 

The  Prefaces^  ddvertifementSy  Introduolory  Matter^ 
and  the  Notes  of  every  Comtnentator^  who  have  pre- 
tended to  illujirate  Sh»akspere,  will  be  comprifed, 
and  digelled  into  one  clear  point  of  view,  with  re- 
ferences to  the  Text  of  each  Piece. — Thefe  Lucu- 
brations will  be  printed  ^\{o  periodically — each  num- 
ber to  contain  the  Notes  Variorum^  and  other  necef- 
fary  information  on  two,  at  leaft,  of  Shakspere's 
Plays — each  number  of  thefe  Notes  will  be  em- 
bellifhed with  an  original  Portrait  of  the 
Author^  or  fomc  of  our  moft  admired  Commentators^ 
to  be  fold  at  the  fame  prices  of  the  Plays — any  fmgh 
Play^  or  Commentary^  may  be  had  feparate. — This 
Work  will  be  printed  for  J.  Bell,  at  the  Britijh- 
Library,  in  the  Strand. — A  Lijl  of  Suhjcribers  \m\\ 
be  inferted  in  the  laft  Play;  and  the  bejt  hnpreffions 
of  the  Work  fliall  be  delivered  to  original  ^ubfcriben  ; 
which,  from  the  Brilliancy  and  Beautifulnefs  of  the 
Impreffions,  will  in  a  few  months  after  their  publi- 
cation, rife  far  above  their  firft  coft. 

General  Titles -wWl  be  printed — by  v.'hich  the  Work 
may  be  arranged  and  bound,  when  completed,  in 
Volumes,  or  fingle  Plays,  with,  or  without  the  Com- 
iJientarics,  agreeable  to  the  will  of  the  Subfcriber. 
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1Rearcn0   for    Printing    this    WORK,     and 
;2)tifevt)  attend  on  its  Propriety 

In  the  firft  Place^  The  Publifher  is  ambitious  of 
producing  a  Work  which  may  attract  the  admiration 
of  all  Europe,  in  hopes  of  deriving  a  proportionate 
fliare  of  reputation  and  advantage  to  himfelf ;  he, 
therefore,  fixes  on  our  immortal  Dramatic  Bard. 

Secondly,  A  polite  and  well  informed  clafs  of  Read- 
ers having  declared  it  as  their  opinion,  that  Shak*^ 
SPERE  had  been  elucidated  into  obfcuriiy,  fuggelled 
lirft  the  defign  of  printing  his  Plays,  entire^  cleared 
from  the  incumbrance  and  interruption  of  Notes. — 
The  text  of  Dr.  Johnson,  and  Mr.  Steevens,  is 
confequently  preferred,  which,  as  Mr.  Malone 
obierves,  feemsnovv,  indeed,  ^w^/Zy/^Z/W,  by  a  dili- 
gent collation  of  all  the  old  copies  hitherto  difcovered, 
and  the  judicious  rcfloration  of  ancient  readings.— 
The  rejection  of  all  Notes, /r^w  the  Page  of  the  Text^ 
is  even  approved  by  Dr.  Johnson,  himfelf,  who  fays, 
that  ''  The  reader  is  feldom  pleafed  to  find  his  opi- 
*'  nion  anticipated — jt  is  natural  to  delight  more  in 
^'  what  we  find,  or  make,  than  in  what  we  receive. 
*^  — Judgment,  like  other  faculties,  is  improved  by 
*',  practice,  and  its  advancement  is  hindered  by  fub- 
'^  miflion  to  dictatorial  decifions.'* 

In  order  to  obviate  every  poflible  objection,  and 
to  accommodate  this  Edition  to  the  tafte  of  every 
reader — the  Prefaces^  Inti  odu5lions^  Advertifements—^ 
the  hijlorical  and  literary  information  of  every  Editor 
of  Shakspere,  of  which  there  have  not  been  lefs 
than  eight,  as  well  as  the  Notes  and  critical  lUuflra- 
tions  of  every  Commentator,  of  which  there  are  up- 
wards Q>'i thirty — will  be  printed  in  a  diflin5l,  compaSfy 
mid  dear  point  of  view ^  referring  familiarly   from 

Text 
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Text  to  Notes,  and  from  Commentaries  to  Text, 
by  the  mode  of  printing — fo  that,  in  fa£^,  this  Edi- 
tion will  comprife  the  labours  o^  eight  Editors,  and 
x\it  elucidaticns  of,  at  ieafl,  thirty  Annotators. 

As  to  the  Embellifhments,  they  will  be  new  and 
magnificent.  The  public  has  much  to  expert  from 
the  fuperior  talents  of  Mr.  Loutherbourg  -his 
having  long  lived  in  habits  of  intimacy  with  Mr. 
Garrick,  his  familiarity  with  the  ftage,  and  dra- 
matic effedl,  added  to  the  renown  he  has  acquired 
m  every  line  of  his  profefhon,  promifes  to  foar  ft  ill 
higher  on  the  prefent  occalion. 

The  engravings  of  Mr.  Bartolozzi  are  fecure 
of  praife  and  admiration  in  every  part  of  the  world  j 
and  the  reft  fhall  be  as  near  his  ftandard  of  merit,  as 
ihe  Artifts  of  England  and  France  can  produce. 

Such  is  the  defign^  and  the  publi flier  confidently 
hopes,  that  the  execution  of  it  will  tranfcend  his 
feeble  dcfcription.  He  is  aware  of  having  many 
impediments  oppofed  to  its  circulation,  through  the 
iifual  channels  of  the  trade  ;  he  forefees  a  hoft  of 
foes,  and  the  powerful  opponents,  with  whom  he 
iBuft,  in  confecjuence,  have  to  combat — but,  fliielded 
as  he  is  by  a  firm  refolution,  and  the  fpirir  of  his 
caufe,  he  will  boldly  meet  his  adverfaries,  and  vindi- 
cate his  claim  to  public  prote£lion. 

JOHN     BELL, 
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